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THE 

BLACK VELVET PELISSE. 



Mr. Beresford was a merchant, en- 
gaged in a very extensive business, and 
possessed of considerable property j a great 
part of M^hich was vested in a large estate 
ia the country, on which he chiefly re- 
sided. 

BeresfcH-d was what is commonly de^ 
nominated j&^^r^e-jbroMrf ; and sdeagerto 
be honoured on account of his wealth, 
that he shunned rather than courted the 
society of men of rank, as he was fond 
of power and jpreccdence, and did not 

VOL. I. B 
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2 THE Bl-AClt VELVET 1»E1.ISSE. 

like to associate with those who had an 
indisputable claim to that deference of 
which he himself was dearous. But he 
'earnestly wished that his anLy chHd aad 
heiress ^wuld marry a man of rank j and 
iDeing informed that a young^baronet of 
large estates in his neigbbomhood, and 
Who was also heir to a barony, was just re- 
turned from his travels, and intended to 
setde at his paternal s^t, Mr. Beresford 
was resolved that Julia should have every 
possible opportunity of showing off to the 
best advantage before «o desirable a neig^ 
bour ; and he determined that his daugh* 
ler, his house, and his table, should nol 
want any charm whidi mooey could pro- 
cure. 

Bererford had gained lus fortune by ' 
degrees^ and having been educated by 
frugal and retired parents, his habits were^ 
almost parsimonious; and when he laurich- 
ed out int6 unwonted expenses on becom- 
i&g wealthy, it was only in a partial man* 
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ner. His house and his furniture had a 
sort of pye-bald appearance 5 — his style 
of living was not consistent, like that of a 
man used to live like a gentleman, but 
opulence with a timid grasp seemed to 
squeeze out its indulgences from the 
griping fingers of habitual oeconomy,— 
True, he could, on occasion, be splendid, 
both in his public and private gifts ; but 
such bounties were efforts, and he seemed 
to wonder at himself whenever the exer- 
tion was over. 

Julia Beresford, his daughtef, accus* 
tomed*from her birth to affluence, if not 
to luxury, — ^and having in every thing 
what is called the spirit of a gentlewo- 
ttum, was often distressed and mortified at 
Ae want of consistency in het father's 
mode of living ; but she was particularly 
distressed to find that, though he was al* 
ways telling her what a fortune he would 
give her when sljie married, and at his death, 
he allowed her but a trifling sym, cbrapara- 
B 2 
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4 THE BLACK VELVET PELISSE'. 

tively, for pocket-money, and required 
from her, with teasing minuteness, an ac- 
count of the manner in which her allow-* 
ance was spent ; reprobating very se- 
verely her propensity to spend her money 
on plausible beggars and pretended inva- 
lids. 

But on this point he talked in vsdn : — 
used by a benevolent and pious mother, 
whose loss she tenderly deplored, to im- 
part comfort to the px>or, the sick, and the 
afflicted, Julia endeavoured to make her 
residence in the country a blessing to the 
neighbourhood; but, too often, kind 
words, soothing visits, and generous pro- 
mises, were all that she had to bestow; and 
many a time did she purchase the means 
pf relieving a distressed fellow-creature by 
a personal sacrifice: for though ever 
ready to contribute to a subscription either 
public or private, Beresford could not 
be prevailed upon to indulge his daugh- 
ter by giving way to that habitual bene- 
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THE BLACK VJELVET PELISSE. 5 

volencci which, when once practised, can 
never be left off. 

But though the sums were trifling which 
Julia had to bestow, she had so many 
cheap charities in her power, such as send- 
ing broth to the neighbouring cottages, 
and making. iinen of various sorts for poor 
women and children, that she was de- 
^rvedly popular in the neighbourhood 5 
and though her father was reckoned as 
proud as he was- rich, the daughter was 
pronounced to be a jiattern of good na- 
ture, and as affable as- he was th^ con- 
trary. ' 

But wherever Beresford could have an 
opportunity of displaying his wealth to 
advantage, he regarded not expense :^— and 
to outvie the neighix)uring gentlemen in 
endeavours to attract the rich young ba- 
ronet, whom ail the young ladies would, 
he supposed, be aiming to captivate, he 
purchased magnificent furniture and car- 
riages, and promised Julia a groat addidon 
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to fcier Tf^^robe, whenever $ir fredew 
Mortimer should take up bis ^de at his 

4 J^Iia Jieprd thul: tjt^ barest was. ex-^ 

^|»eeted> wiidi ^ hea^tmg heart. She had 

t>ee2) ^^eral tuo^ ia hif^ cqn^^y at 

^ watering-place^ immedia^ly <^ his re^ 

turn j^om abroad, and ba4 wished to 

^PP^iVT as charfning m Im eyes as b^ 

^peare^ iu. hars ; bi|t she hgd been dis^ 

jippoiated. — Modest aad retiring in her 

manner, and xK>t showy in her person, 

though her features wer^ regularly beau* 

tint, sir Frederic Mortimer, who ha4 

iMjly seefl. hejr in large companies, and 

yitb very striking and attractive fwomw, 

had regarded her mer^y as an anuable 

girl, and had rarely thpugbt of her 

again, 

\ Julia Beresford was formed to steal 

upon the aSectidns by slow degrees } to 

intei^st on acquaintance, not to strike at 

first sight, But the. man who had op* 
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portunities of listening to the sweet tones, 
cf her voice, and of gazing* on her va^ 
Tied countenance when emotion crimson^ 
ed her pale chedc:^ and lighted up the 
e^presdion of her eyes, could neter be^ 
bold b^r without a degree of interest 
which beauty alone often £uls to escite^ 
like ttiostlwom^, too^ Julia derived great 
advantages- irooi difees : o£ this ^ was 
aeHsible, thott^ very often did she appear 
flabbily adired, from having expended 
nn others suAs destined to otnament her* 
'self; but, when^she hdd doneso^a phy* 
eiognoinist would have discovered in her 
countenance probably an expression of 
self-satbCurtion^ more ornamental than 
any dress could be^ But, generally, as 
Julia knew the value of external deconu 
tion, ^he wisely wished to indulge in it. 

One day Julia, accompanied by her fa- 
ther, went to the shop of a milHner, in a 
iatge town,, near which they lived j and,^ 
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as winter was coming on, tod her pelisse, 
a dark and now faded purple, was nearly 
worn out, she was very desirous of pur- 
chaang a black velvet one, which w^ on 
sale ; but her lather hearing that the price 
of it was twelve guineas, positively forbid 
her to wi^ for so expensive a piece of 
finery ; though he owned that it was very 
handsome, and very becoming* 
' ** To be sure,'* said Julia smiling, but 
casting a longing look at the .pelisse, 
^* twelve guineas might be better bestow- 
ed :" and they left the shop. 

The next day Mr. Beresford went to 
lo\\M on business, and, in a short time af* 
terifie wrote to his daughter to say that 
he had met sir Frederic Mortimer in 
London, and that he would soon be down 
at his seat, to attend some pony races 
which Mr.. Hanger, who had a mind to 
show off his dowdy daughter to the young 
baronet, intended to have, on a piece of 
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land belonging to him ; and that h^ had 
heard all the ladies in the neighbourhood 
were to be there. 

" I have received an invitation for you 
and myself," continued Mr. Beresford ; 
" and therefore, as I am resolved.the miss 
Traceys, and the other girls, shall- not be 
better or more expensively dressed than 
my daughter, I enclose you bills to the* 
amount of thirteen pounds ; and I desire 
you to go and purchase the velvet pelisJe 
which we so much admired ; and I have 
sent you a hat, the most elegant whicli 
money could procure, in order that my 
heiress may appear as an heiress should 

do/' 

Julia's young heart beat with pleasure at 

this pennission; for she was to adorn 

herself to ^appear before the only man 

whom she ever wished to please : and the 

next morning she determix^d to set off to 

make thie desired purchase. 

That evening, being alone, she set out 

to take her usual walk } and having, lost 

b5 
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10 THX BL^CK VEtyET FEUSW. 

in no unpleasmg reverie, strayed very near 
tQ a vilbge about three miles from home,, 
8he recollected to have heard fm aSecting 
account of the distress <^ a very virfuous 
and i^dustriou$ fapiily in tl^at village, ow* 
tng to the poor man's being drawn for the 
militia, and not rich enough to procure a 
substitute. — She therefore resolved to go 
on and inquire how the matter had teif* 
minal^d* Julia proceeded to the village 
and reached it just as the very objects of 
her solicitude were com,c to the height of 
their distresses. 

The father of the family, not being 
able to r^se more than half the money 
wanted, was obliged to serve j and Julia, 
on seeing a crov^d assembled, approsyehed 
to aisk what ws^ going forward} and 
found die was arrived to witness a very 
aiffecting scene ^ for the poor ■■ man waa* 
taking his last farewel of his wife atod: h>^ 
mily, who, on his d^arture to join the. 
rf gin^ent,^ Would be forced to go to the 
workhouse, where, as they were ia deli- 
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cate heahb, h was most probable they 
would so^i £all victims to bad food and 
bad 2it. 

The poof man was universally beloved 
in his village $ and tbe neigUxmrs, seeing 
diat a young lady inquired concerning his 
misfortunes with an air of interest, were 
all eager tb^give her every possible infor* 
mation on the subject of his distress. — 
*^Ahd only think, miss,'' said one of 
them, ^ fcr the want of nine pound only, 
as honest and hard-working a lad as ever 
fived, and as good a husband and father, 
xniEst be forced to leave his family, and 
be a militia-man, — and they, poor things, 
go* to the workhouse !'' 

•'^Nmc pounds!" said Julia, " would 
that be sufficient to keep him at home?'* 

^ La ! yes^ miss ; for that young fel- 
hw yonder would gladly go ibr him for 
eighteen pounds 1'* 

On hearing ths,. how many thoughts 
japidly succeeded, each, other in Julia's 
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12 THE BLACK VELVET PELISSE. 

mind !— If she paid the nine pounds, the 
man would be restored to his fomily, and 
they preserved perhaps from an untimely 
death iii a workhouse ! — ^But then she had 
no money but what her father had sent 
to purchase the pelisse, aor was she to 
see him till she met him on the race- 
ground ! — ^and he would be so disappointed 
if she was not well dressed! True, she 
might take the pelisse on trust ; but then' 
she was sure her father would be highly 
incensed at her extravagance, if she 
spent twelve guineas, and gave away nme 
pounds at the same time : — ^therefore she 
knew she must either give up doing a ge- 
nerous action, or give up the pelisse, 
that is, give up the gratification of her 
father's pride and her own vanity. 

" No, I dare not, I cannot do it,*' 
thought Julia ; '' my own vanity I would 
willingly mortify, — ^but not my father^s. — 
No— the poor man must go V* 

During this mental struggle the by- 
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standers had eagerly \vatched hen coun* 
tenance ; and thinking that she was dis* 
posed to pay the sum required, they com- 
municated their hopes to the poor people 
themselves ; and as Julia turned her eyes 
tcAirards them, the wretched couple look- 
ed at her with such ah imploring look \ 
but she was resolved ;— " I am sorry, I 
am very sorry,** said she, " that I can do 
nothing for you : — ^however, take this.** 
So saying, she gave them all the loose 
money she had in her pocket, amounting 
to a few shillings, and then with an 
aching heart walked rapdly away ; but 
as she did so, the sobs of the poor wo- 
man, as she leaned on her husband's 
shoulder, and the cries of the little boy, 
when his father, struggling with his grief, 
bade him a last farewel, reached her, and 
penetrated to her heart. 

"Poor creatures!** she inwardly ex- 
claimed J " and nine pounds would change 
these tears into gladness, and yet I with- 



d by Google ' 



14 THE irACK VELVET PELtSSR 

bold it ( And b it £3r Ait that Hesrttett 
has Ueast ine vitb opole&ce? iot this^ to 
berestfai]ked>b7the fear of bangiepror^ 
«d fcMTspeoidng a pakry iiim.sucfa as tUs^ 
is,iroia doing soi action acceptable in the 
c^es of mj Creator I No;; IwiH paythe 
inoney. I vM grre Bsjnelf the dd^fat of 
#enring a£9kted worthy aad &paate mysdi^ 
from^ pcvfaapsi, eternal self-reproach !'' 

She lben» vnthouit wanting for furtbes 
coQfiideration, turned bade a^sdn^ paid the 
iDOMy into the pooc man'^s hand f and 
gwing die remaioiBg femr poands to the 
VQinany who, thougk cWan, was mise*- 
»bly clad^ desired ker to hey part of it 
^ut m dbthe^ for herself and children. 

I "win mot attempt to desccEbe thdrsur-- 
^ke aod gxstitade of &e refined sviSbv 
ers^ nor the ofvevwhekninig feelings whichi 
Julia experienced ^ vho^ wthdrandng her«- . 
seHF w)t!bi ^her rapidity of i^xtning from^ 
their thaolur^ and wishing^ ta retnahi ua>* 
kno^Kn^ ran hasdiy along her road 

1 
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brane, not dmisig tostop, kst her joy at 
having done a gaieious deed should bo 
checked by other ccxittderaiions. 

But at length e^^hausted, and panting 
§at breathy she wi«st db%ed to rebx ia Im 
speed ; and then the inUge of her angr^ 
and dicappcnnted psyrent aj^peared to her 
m all its terrors. 

« Wiiat can I do?*' she eccWimcd.— 
^ Shall I order the pelisse, though I can't 
pay for it, or go without it? Noj I 
ought not to incur so 4great an' expense 
mthout mf lather's leave^^ thoi^h I know 
him to boabte to zSorA it ; and to run in 
d^t he .vould con^dev as eyen a greater 
&ult than (h^ othier* Well, then^ — ^Lmust 
siibmit ^ nmuc^ifyt bia pride ; tad though; 
X-rgoiee m what I have done, the joy is* 
amply counterbalanced bty tb» idea of 
giving pa^ ta my father.*' 

Poor J(«fi» ! her ovn vvounded vamty 
C9m^ Wi {ojt As $hare in causing h«r unea* 
sine^ i, a»4 the tm fd that day, and the 
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next, Jiilia spent in reflections and feaars, 
which did not tend to improve her looks, 
and make a becoming dress imnecessary. 

The next morning was the morning for 
the race»* The sun sho^ie bright, and 
every thing logked cheerful but Julia. 
She had scarcely spirits to dress herself. 
It was very cold ; therefore she was forced 
to wear her faded purple pelisse, and now 
it looked shabbier than usual ; and still 
shabbier from the contrast of a very smart 
new black Velveti)onnet, 

At length Julia had finished her toilette, 
saymg to herself, " My father talked of 
Mr. Hanmer's dowdy daughter. I am 
sure Mr. Hanmer may return .the compli- 
rtient ;" and then, with a heavy heart, she 
got into the carriage, and drove to the 
house of rendezvous. 

Mr. Beresford was there before her ; 

and while he contemplated with fearful 

admiration the elegant cloaks, and fine 

showy figures and fates of the miss Thh 

2 
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THE BLACK VELVET PEtlSSE. 17 

ceys, between whose hxher and himself 
there had long been a rivalship of wealth, 
he was consoled for their elegance by re- 
flecting how much more expensive and 
elegant Julia's dress would be, and how 
well she would look, flushed, as he ex- 
pected to see her, with the blush of emcv^ 
tion on entering a full room, and the con- 
sciousness of more than usual attraction 
in her appearance. ' 

Julia at length appeared, but pale, de^ 
jected, and in her old purple pelisse I 

What a mortification ! His daughter, 
the great heiress, the worst dressed and 
most dowdy looking girl in the company ! 
Insupportable ! Scarcely could he welcome 
her, though he had not seen her for some 
days ; and he seized the very first oppor- 
tunity of asking her if she had rieceived 
the notes. . ' ' 

*' Yes, I thank ye, sir ;'' replied Julia. 

*' Then why did you not buy what I 
bade you ? It could not be gone ; for; if 
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yoa did not buy it, nobody else couid, I 
am sure.'* 

^I — ^i — ^i thought I couhi do without 
it-^and—^^ 

^ There now, there is pcrvcrseness*-— 
Whien Iiivisbed you not to have it, thea 
you wanted it; and now-^^I protest if I 
iloit't believe yoa did k oh purpoee to 
mortify me;- and thcteV those popoiid 
minxes, whose father is not wordi half 
«hat I am, are dressed out as fine as- 
princesses. I tow, girl, you look so 
flabby and ugly, I can't bear 4o look at 
you!** 

What a trial for Julia ! her eyes filled 
with tears ; and at this moment sir Frederic 
Mortimer appproached her, and hoped 
she had not been ill ; but he thought she 
was paler than usual :^^ 

" Paler !** cried her father : ^ why, I 
should not have known her, she has made 
such a fright of herself/* 
. ^ You may say so, sir," replied the baro* 
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net polkely, though he almost agreed wUb 
him } *^ but no other man can be of that 
i^inion/* 

Julia wa$ rather gratified by this speech ; 
but, without waiting for an answer, air 
Fred^c had gone to join the misaTraceys ; 
and as he entered into an animated CQUr 
versation with them^ J^Ua waa allo^^d, 
unattesided, to walk to a window in the 
fie3(t wom% and enjoy. her own melan^ 
cboly reflectiona* 

. M length, to Julia a great relief, they 
were summoned to the race-groond ; the 
baronet taking miss Hanmer under one 
;arm and the elder mm Tracey under the 
othfTr'^** So/* cried Beree&rd, tei^ing 
Julia roughly by the h»id, ^ I must lead 
you,l8ee; for who will take any notice of 
isuch a dowdy? Well, girl, I was too 
proud of you, and you have contrived to 
humble me enough.'' 

There was a mixture of tenderness and 
reaeittment in thb apeech, which quite 
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overcame Julia, and she burst into tears. 
** There, — now she is going to make her- 
self worse, by spoiling her eyes.— But 
come, tell me what you did with the 
money ; I insist upon knowing.'* 

**I — ^I^-gave it away,** sobbed out 
JuEa. 

*' Gave it away ! Monstrous ! I protest I 
will not speak to you again of a month.*' 
So saying, be left her, a^d carefolly 
avoided to look at or speak to her again. 
' The races began, and were interesting 
to all but Julia, who, conscious of being 
beheld by her father with looks of niorti- 
fication and res^tment, and by the man 
of her choice with indifference, had no 
satisfaction to enable her to support the 
unpleasantness of her situation, except the 
ccmsciousness that her sorrow had been 
the cause of happiness to others, and that 
the family whom she had relieved were 
probably at that moment naming her 
with praises and blessings. " Th^ why 
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should I be]so selfish as to repine ?'* thought 
Julia : — ** perhaps naone present has such 
a right as I to rejoice ; for how poor are the 
gratifications of vanity to the triumphs of 
benevolence!'*. 

So like a philosopher reasoned our he- 
rpine; but she felt Kke a woman, and, 
spite of herself, an expresaor^of.vexarion 
still prevailed over the usual sweetness of 
her countenance. 

The races at length finished, and with 
them she flattered herself would finidx 
her mortifications j . but in vain. The 
company was expected to stay to partake 
of a cold collation, which was to be pre- 
ceded by music and. dancing ; and Julia 
was obliged to accept the unwelcome in- 
vitation. 

. As the ladies were most, of them very 
young,, they were supposed not to have 
yet forgotten the art of dancing minuets, 
— ^an art now of so little use ; and Mr. 
Hanmer begged sir Frederic would lead 
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out Im daughter to sh(>w 5ff in a fninuet* 
The iMtironet obeyed ; and then aSrxed to- 
tafce (Mt Julia for the same purpose ; bur 
she, b}udfe&ig, refused to comply. 

" Well, what's that for ?^' cried Beres- 
ford angrily, ^ho fcuew that Julia was 
remarkable for dancing a* good minuet — 
••IVhy cfltti't you dance when you are 
asked, miss B^^esford ?" — ^* Because,'* 
replied Julia in a faltering voice, ** I have 
Viia govm on, and I can't dance a minuet 
m my — ia my pdisse. ' - 

" Rot your pefisse !** exclaimed Beres-^ 
ford, forgetting all decency and decorum, 
and turned to the window to hide his 
angiy emotions, while Julia hung her' 
heady abashed ; and the baronet led out 
miss Tracey, who, throwing off the cloak 
which she had worn before, having ex- 
pect»d such an exhibition would take 
place, displayed a very fine form, set off^ 
by the most becoming gown possible. 

"Charming ! admirable ! what a figurel 
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vhat grace T' was^ murnmred throughout 
«the roosn. Mr. Beresford's ppoud heart 
throbbed almost to agony ; while JuUa^ 
though ever ready to acknowledge the ex- 
cellence of another, sttU felt the whole 
:scene so vexatious to her, prindpaHy 
irom the mordficadon of her father, that 
her only resource was again thinking on 
die &mxiy rescued from misery by her. 

Reels were next called for 4 and Jufia 
dioi stood up to dance ; but she had not 
<danced five minutes, when, ex|ULi;^ted by 
die vaiJous emotio&s which she had under- 
j;one during the last eight-and-forty houis, 
her head became so giddy, thait she could 
ju>t proceed) and wa» obliged to sit down. 
" I believe the deuce is in the girl," 
muttered Mn Beresford ^ and, to increase 
hev distxsess, Julia overheard him. 

In a shore time the dancing was dis« 
continued^ and a concert begun. Miss 
Hamner> played a sonata, mid miss Tracey 
sung a bravura song with great execu*** 
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tion, Julia was then called upoh to play ; 
but she timidly answered that she never 
played lessons : — 

^' But you sing/' said miss Hanmer. 

*' Sometimes J — ^but I beg to be excused 
anging now." 

" What i- you will not sing neither ?'* 
said Mr. Beresford. 

'' I can't sing now, indeed, sir ; I am 
not well enough ; and I tremble so much 
that I have not a steady note in my voice.'' 

" So, miss," whispered Mr. Beresford, 
*^ and this is what I get in retuiii for 
having squandered so much money on 
your education !^* 

The miss Traceys were then'appHed to, 
and they sung, with great applause, a 
difficult Italian duo, and were compli- 
mented into the bargain on their readi- 
ness to oblige. 

Poor Julia J 

" You see, miss Beresford, how silly 
and contemptible you look,** whispered 
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Beii-esfordi ," wkilef^thoee^quallinfe' misses 
run. aw3{y wiife alLthe admiratioa."' ^ 

, Julia's 'perse^culions w^re not 'yet over* 
— " Tho&gh you are not well enough^ . 
ti^ss Beresford, to sing (a, song,'* said Mr, , 
Hanmer, " \^hich requires rauch' ex^-^^ 
tij>nr, sui'elyyoti can -sing a ball&d witb- 
o\jt mB^> which i% I am toldv.your 
fort." 

; ^^ So I teave hearflif.' cried sir Prederk. 
** Do, miss Beresfbrd, obh'ge us/* 

*^ Do,** saidi the miss Traceys ; . ^* and 
we.have a claim on you/' 

" I own it,*' rep^ed Julia in. a voice 
scarcely; audible; ..^* but you, who are 
such .profidients in/ music, must kribw^ 
that, to sing a simple ballad, requires, 
more Belf- possession • and steadihess of: 
tone thm any » other kind of singuig ; as 
ail the merit depends on the clearness of. 
iiterance:,'' aijd the^ power of sustaining 
tfienotflsl.** I 

" True: — but do tofjl 
VOL. I. c ' 
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** Indeed I cannot :** and, shraggmg 
up their shoulders, the ladies desisted 
fFbm further importunities. " I am so 
surprised," said one of them to the other, 
leaning across two or three gentlemen : 
•' I had heard that miss Beresford was 
remarkably good-humoured and obliging, 
and she seems quite sullen and obstinate ; 
don't you think so ?** 

** O dear, yes ! and not obliging at 
all/* 

" No, indeed/* cried miss Hanmer ; 
** she seems to presume on her wealth, I 
think : what think you, gentlemen ?" 

But the gentlemen were not so hasty 
in their judgments — ^two of them only 
observed that miss Beresibrd was in no 
reject like herself that day. 

. " I don't think she is well,** said the 
baronet. 

*' Perhaps die is in love/* said miss 
Tracey, laughing at the shrewdness of 
her own observation* 
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** Parhaps so," replied sir Frederic 
thoughtfully. 

It was sir Frederic's intention to marry^ 
and, if possible, a young woman born in 
the same coimty as himself} for he wished 
her to have the same local prejudices as 
he had, and to have the same early at* 
tachments : consequently he inquired of 
his steward, before he came to reside af 
his seat, into the character of the ladies 
in the neighbourhood ; but the steward 
could, or would, talk of no one but Julia 
Beresford ; and of her he gave so exalted 
a character, that sir Frederic, who only 
remembered her as a pleasing modest 
girl, was very sorry that he had not paid 
her more attention* 

Soon after, in the gallery of an emi- 
nent painter, he saw her picture ; and 
though he thought it flattered, he gazed 
on it with pleasure, and fancied that 
Julia, when animated, might be quite as 
handsome as that was. Since that time 
c2 
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he. hft^l. frequently, thought of her, and 
thought of her as a woman, formed toi. 
gqfiUki^ him happy;; and indeed he had 
gone to J.ook at her picture .the day before 
lueca^ia dpixga.to the coufitry, and had i 
it^strongly inrhk remetabrance when het 
saw luUa^ herself^ pale^ spiritldss^ and ill- 
djressed^ in Mr^ Hanmer';B drawing-room* 
Perhaps, it.wpuld be too much to say^ 
that he felt as much chagrined as Mc* 
Beresford ; but certain it is, that he was^ 
sensibly dis^pointed, aQ4 could not help, 
yielding to tbe superior attraction of the. 
lovely and elegant, miss Tracey : besides^ 
^he Wiethe object of^general attention^ and . 

-^' We kftow of olfl that all contend 

To win her grace whom all commend/' 

The concert bemg oyer, the company, 
a^JQ^jped to. an elegant entertainment set 
^ut in ai}, opea payilionjn the ps^rk,^ 
wJiich commanded a most lovely view of 
rijea^j^qent country.. . 
' 'l 
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Jttlia seated hersdf near the entrance ; 

the baronet placed himself between the 

'twcrtevelf dster s j indBi&re^rd, in order 

'to-be ^ble to vent his spleen every now 

'ind th6n Sn fias daugliter*s ear, took a 

chiir-fieside her. 

tlie 'toltSitibn^had tvery delicacy to 
"^xmi^t flW palate, ^arid eV^'ry itecokdwito 
t'^^^enst^i '^ftd^y«fcc^tthd^^h' 
^Ve"Jtiiia,^«^«d 'tty^oy' Ittv^bittV^ 
('^evxms'laaiidig ^flwm the' dd6i'tOMs{HNfe 
i to^a^iiidy ^t^^4iMd <^^^tlibk,'a little 
tbi)y,;4boutJt^>ye»ts>>rfirf,'^^ 
pavilion, as if anxiously Iddun^fdi^^Otlle 
^n^ '.^ ' • - ••" 1'-' :^^ '.'':'' 

The child wtis^so flianj-aiia to tttelln 
his dress, that a gentleman rieif^'hifa 
patted his" ciirly head, dnd -^sfced *him 
what he wanted. ; • - - -".>:^ 

« A lady." •'•'•. o ., T 

** But what lady ?• Here ts'bftei atKPa 
pretty one too," showing the lady *nfttt 
-'him; ** will not 'she do ?*^ — . \ 
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" Oh no ! she is not my lady," replied 
the boy. 

At this moment Julia turned round, 
and the little 'boy, clapping his hands, 
exclaimed, "Oh ! that's she ! that's she !" 
Then, running out, he cried, " Mother ! 
mother ! Father! Ikther ! here she is ! we 
have found her at last !'* and before 
Julia, who suspected what was to follow, 
could leave her place, and get out of the 
pavilion, the poor man and woihan whom 
she had relieved, and their now well 
clothed happy-looking family, appeared 

. before the door of iu 

*' What does all this mean V cried Mr. 

.oHanmer. *VGood pe(^Ie, whom do you 

** We come, sir,*' cried the man, " in 
search of that young lajiy/* poiming to 
Julia } ** as we could not go from- the 
rndghbourhood without coming to thank 
and bless her^ for she saved me from 
going for a soldier, and, my wife and 
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children from a workhouse, sir, and made 
me and mine as comfortable as you now 
see us/' 

" Dear father ! let me pass, pray do,'* 
cried Julia, trembling with emotion, and 
oppressed with ingenuous modesty. 

" Stay where you are, girl,*' cried Be- 
resford in a voice between laughing and 
crying. 

"Well, but how came you Wther?" 
cried Mr. Hanmer, who began to think 
this was a premeditated scheme of Julia's 
to show oflF before the company. 

" Why, sir — shall I tell the whole 
story ?" asked the man. 

" No, no, pray go away," cried Julia, 
** and I'll come and speak to you.'' 

** By no means," cried the baronet 
eagerly : — " the story, the story, if you 
please." 

The man then began, and related 
Julia's meeting him and his family, her 
having relieved .them, and then running 
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■-'WFiay- to atcSd i*teir ' ftanks, and to pre- 
^^dit- her -bding 'Stewed, as it seemed, 

and bekg known* — ^That, resolved n6t 

to -rest till thejrfcstd leartit'the iiJime of 
'fteirben^fettress, Hteyhad^described^iier 

person-^nd her dress : " but, Wess yotlr 
"honour,-* mterrwf>ted'the*troinani " when 
*we eaJd^iWiat^she^had-^done fbrnis,*"^e 

had not to ask any more, for every ttfe 
' ^ -it • GOttll 'be ' nobbdy ^biit *ittiss 'lulia 
iftere^itfr" 

Here Jttlia^iridHKer fiwre- ort her^thet^s 

shoulderj .ttrwl^the to mpa ir y *saM Ttiot'a 
'- woxti. The yotmg iadies^appeai^'d ' con. 

science-struck; fbr*ft Sfeemed'^that ^ixorie 
fin the* neighbourhood w (and tfeey "were of 

it) could ' do 'a^Sand action btit miss Jufia 

Beresford, 

"Well, my good: tnan, goon,** cri^ 

Beresford gently. 

" Well,' sir ; yesterday I' heard - that }£ 

I went to lire ata market-town four miles 
coff, I could get more work to do than I 
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%Ave in my own tilfat^e, Abd empfi^y for 
my little boy too ; so we resolved to gb 
aikl try onr lock there : but we could 
not be easy to go away, Without comki^ 
to thank and bless that good young lady*; 
-so, 'hearing at 'her house &at ^e wsis 
eome hither, we made bold to follow her; 
your servants told us where to find her : 
-^ih ! bless ier \ — ^thanks to her, I can 
afford tohire axart for my poor sick wife 
arid femity !'•■ 

•* Ah ! miss, miss,*' cried the Httfe boy, 

pulling Julia by the arm, ** only think, 

we shall ride in a cart, with a tall horse j 

and brother and l -have got new shdes-^ 

-^nlylook!" 

But ifniss was «ry&ig, and did not like 
'to look : however, she made an effort, 
and I(5oked^ up, but was forced ' to tufn 
away her head again, overset by a *^G6d 
bless you!'' heartily pronounced by tfle 
^'poor woman, -and- edhoed'bf the-Aian. 
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^' This is qillte a scene, I protest/* cried 
miss Tracey. 

^' But one in which we should all have 
been proud to have been actors, I trust,'* 
answ^ed the baronet. ^ What say you, 
gentlemen and ladies?*' continued be, 
coming forward : ^^ though we cannot 
equal miss Beresford's kindness, since she 
sought out. poverty, and it comes to us, 
what say you ? shall we make a purse for 
these good people, that they may not 
think there is only one kind being in the 
neighbourhood ?** 

** Agreed !*' cried every one ; and, as 
sir Frederic held the katy the subscription 
from the ladies was a liberal one ; but 
Mr. Beresford gave Jive guineas : then 
Mr. Hanmer desired the overjoyed family 
tQ go to his house to get some refresh- 
ment, and the company reseated them- 
selves. 

But Mr. Beresford haviAg quitted his 
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seat, in order. to \ripe his eyes unseen at 
the door, the, baronet had taken the va- 
cant place by Julia. 

^' Now, ladies and gentlemen/' cried 
Beresfordj blowing his nose, *^ you shall 
see a oew sight,— »a parent asking pardon 
of his child. JuUa, my dear, I know I 
behaved very ill ;— I know I was very cross 
to yoa, — very savage ; — I know I was.-^ 
You are a good girJ, — and always were, 
and ever will be, the pride of my life;— 
so let's kiss and be friends:'*— and Julia, 
throwing herself into her i&ther*s arms, 
declared she should now be herself 
again ! 

" What ! more scenes !*' cried Mr. 
Hanmer. " What, are you sentimental 
too, Beresford ? — Who should have 
thought it!*' 

" Why, jPU tell a story now,'* replied 
he : — " That girl vexed and mortified me 
confoundedly, — ^that she did. — ^I wished 
her to be smart, to do honour to you and 
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your dtughicr to-day j-— so I sent lurfr 
•twelve ifuineas to buy a ^cry hdfl^ome 
Velvet pelisse^ which she took a fancy to, 
1>ut wliich I thought too dean— But m- 

stead of that, — here she cofnteaki this old 

fright, and a fine doWdyfigure *heloofcs : 
— ^and when I reproached her, she said 

she had given the money away ; -aad so 
-i-suppoBe it ^was that' very wion^'^^ch 
» she gave to these poor^^people*— Heh ! 
^was it not so, Julia ?'V 

** It wasj'* replied Julia j *' and 1 

dared not then be so extravagant as to gdt 

the pelisse too/' 

" So, Hanmer,** continued BereSford, 
•** you may ^neer at me for being sentu 

mental^ if you please ; but I am now 
' prouder of my girl in Tier shabby cloak 

here, than if she were dressed out in 

silks and satins/' . ' 

** And ^so you ought to be,'^ cried sir 

Frederic. ^* And miss ^Bere^ford has 
-converted ubis garment,?* fiffing up the 



d by Google 



^d of ihe'pe&se, ^«isto a r^be of ho- 
^nour :*'--*«> saying, hegftUftfttlyplresaedit 
'to Ibs I^. ^* Come) I Hifli gire you a 
toast,** ceiitinQed ke :-^* 'H^ -fe the 
^heakh oftfae^'womAn who^^MM ciatpaUe^f 
^sac^rifidflg'^the grsttificaden of her per- 
sonal vanity to the Gkfiiii& t>f beaev^ 
len<ier 

^eiflldies piit up thar pretty Kpe, bit 

' drkiik tile toast, aad Be'esford went to the 

■ door to wipe his eyes again j while JuHa 

could not help owning to herself, that if 

^he had had her moments of mortifidi* 

don, they were^khly paid. 

The collation was now resumed, arid 
'lulia ps^e<^ of it with pleasure; her 
•heart-wtoat'ejise,her cheek recovered its 
^bloom, iflid her eyes their lustre* Again 
^ihe miss Tracers sung, and withincreas- 
' -ecJ bflfflfiancy of e3recutibn.*--'* It was won-' 
' derful! they sung fike professors,'* every 
'^dne'^dd ; and then agam was Julia re- 
quested to sing.* 
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^* I can eing nou^^* rq^lied-she ; ^^and 
I never refuse yhen I can do so. Now I 
have found my hther^s favour^ I shall find 
my voice tpof'^ aod ^^^^p, without any 
vu^e^ prean^b.lQy.sbe sung a plaindve and 

rBmph.i^tnil^' in a manner the most 

. touching anii Unadcxmed* , 

No one applauded while she sung, fcnr 
aV seemed, afraid tp lose any parpcle of 
tqnes so sweet and: so pathetic ; but whep 
d^ie had ended, every one, except sir Fre*- 
deric, loudly commended her, and he 

. was silent ^ hut Julia saw that his eyes 
glistened, and she heard him sigh, and 
she was, .y^ry glad that he said nothing. 

Again the sisters sung, and Julia too, 
and then the party broke up y but Mrs. 
Tracey invited the same party to meet at 

. her house in. t^e evenmg,^ to a.ball and 
supper,,.and they all agreed to wait onhe^. 
As* they returned to the house, sir Fre- 
deric gave his. arm to Julia^ and miss Tra*- 
cey walked before thenu. 
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" That isa vdy fine, diowy, elegant 
girl," observed sir Frederic* . 

^* She is indeed, and very handsome/* 
replied Julia ; ^^ and Her singing is really 
wonderful." 

" Just so," replied sir Frederic ; — ^•rit 
. is v^onderful, but not pleasing. Her sing« 
ing is like herself,— «he is a bravura song, 
. — ^howy and brilliant, but not touching"^ 
not interesting/*— Juliet smiled at the illus- 
tration ; and the baronet continued :*— 
" Will you be angry at my presumption, 
miss Beresford, if I venture to add that 
you too resemble your singing ? If miss 
Tracey be a bravura song, you are a bal- 
lad, — not showy, not brilliant, but touch- 
ing, interesting, and — " 

" O ! pray say no more„" cried Julia, 
blushing, and hastening to join the com- 
pany, — but it was a blush of pleasure ;: 
and as she rode home she amused hersel£ 
with analysing all the properties of the 
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ballad^ and ^e im'^vePf ^l cobiettti 
with the anatyds. 

That eveiiSng Jufia, all herself again^ 
•and <b^eS6^ with #squisiie dttd heccming 
taste, danced, smiled, talked, tod wis 

^«nivetsal!y admii^. Bdt was she partis 
4ttlarly %o ? Did the man 6i her heart fol- 
low her With delighted' atten^n ? 

" Jufitt," said her hap[iy ibtber, as they 

• Vettt hoirie at ifrf'glit, " yoyr will have the 

-iFelvet pelisse iand sir f^iederic foo, 1 ex- 
pect/' 

l^or was he miStalken.. Tke pelisse was 
hers the next <fey, and the baronet some^ 

- »moiiths after. Bat 'J«lia to ihis hour pre- 
serves with the utmost care the faded pe* 
Hsse, which sir ^Frederic had pronounced 
to be " a^obeof hwiour." 
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, H Ah !oce xi*tsc p<fbu: l^gboxMnt iqtK^Dtr<id6t!(e 

Muite; le par^dis ou Tenfer desfamllks depend 
'i-tt)ur^JaMiiCis'de'r6pift1(5n -qu'illtfs^ttfit 'dc^tiil6 



.UQ) was^«H(nf of 'small fortune, .but-ji^f 
large expectatioi^. He Atras heir -lo *a di- 
stant smd avaricious velatioii, who, not 
bamgablef to bear tbe^^hr of the man who 
-was to ei^y after his d^th that pr^cioue 
'Wealth which 'he had not ihe SfAnt to 
enjoy himsdf, forbade him his presence, 
.and coldly allowed the noble-minded 
representative of an antient iamiiy:v> 
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Struggle with all the difficulties of a li- 
mited income* 

These difficuldes Belmour was impru- 
dent enatfgh to increase, by marrying a 
young woman who had no dower but 
her beauty, — ^But, like JafBer, " he was 
in lore, sCnd pleased with ruin;" or rather, 
his lovely wife made so many promises 
of being attentive to the strictest rules*, of 
CEconomy, that Belmour thought ruin 
could not r^^ch them,, and believed that^ 
Mrs. Belmour, as well as himself, had 
not a wish beyond the joys of home, and 
the little circle of enlightened friends to 
whom he was proud to introduce her. 
During the first year of their marriage, 
Mrs. Belmour's wishes were, perhaps, 
as confined as his own ;' nor dM she make 
any prudent resolutions but what it was 
her intention to keep. — ^But vanity was 
her ruling passion, and, though curbed 
by love, it was by no means subdued.— 
Though she was so beautiful in face, . so 
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perfect in form that she needed not the 
usual ornaments of her sexy she had a 
most inordinate passion for dress, which, 
though for a tiifte controlled, led her in- 
sensibly into expenses unwarranted by 
her own original situation in life, or her 
husband's ccmfined circumstances; and 
debt succeeded to debt, embarrassment 
to embarrassment, till, just as the birth of 
a daughter had increased the expenses of 
their little household,, when Belmour 
was endeavouring to curtail his own per- 
sonal expenditure, in order to provide for 
the increasing wants of a fitmily, demands, 
the consequences of his wife's extrava- 
gance, came unexpectedly upon him, and 
Uie new-blown joys of the father were 
blighted by the angry sorrows of the hus- 
band. 

But his resentment, though just, could 
not continue long against the tears and 
seeming penitence of his adored Hen- 
rietta J she made so many vows of amend* 
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*raem, and, ^hile declaring that ^he feft 
'herself unworthy of -his love, «he threw 
. ttrto her fiile ?^€s so' mudt touching ' ttti- 
-demcbs, in 4>r^ef ta ^^eit *o**he utmo^,. 
^attBclmouir.'^ott<^Bftieed ber^pa!ii*6n &i 
'theTnost'dn€i|idVG€U'ftmnher^ feid, piit- 
ittug h€PcMktfe*ef drtffe,''^oht*AEed-^Mm- 
:*df?wd[i^^d«ftria^*tei<'*o¥eto€^^ -^^^ 
'tbyf:her txtodfe^t^^ ^a nWlhfer, ^';t<b6*l 
iamply ^efce 'hfei^gfrigfias ''f6r'^ Ifre ^ fert(#s. 
^whi(jh ihe-had^coito^t«i%s a i*^.' '' 
•^ -fter ^dine^aioWhs^ all^Weiit *^ %ai 
la]^^; im^ '^ ^b€a lais -lifrs^.^el^^ifdar 
.:|$ta8€d:idrb€f'a fitfrse,^the«>«v^ 6f e6reH% 
•iaito tdrtpaiiy i^tumed, >and wfth it, tHe 
•d«5ke of vari^Ras -afii 'i^p^sir^ dresis. 
' Insenribly tdo, the circle of their acquaint- 
•«nce became enlarged ; and the feme 6£ 
Mrs. Belmour's beauty being spr^ald 
•'abrdad, ^he became the fashionable sub* 
i jeCt of conversation in Dublin ; and Mr. 
-Belmour was told it \tes a matter of sur* 
fme and regret at the Gastle that hia 
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b^udful vn£e was not allowed to grace.* 
the circles there* 

. No n^ian^f not ev^n the wisest man per- 
haps, ever had a beautiful wife, without ^ 
taking pride iiv seeing universal hom^g^ 
paid to .her charms; and when Mrsi^Bel- 
mour- eagerly- entreated: her hu9l:)and to 
let l^r be presented, he. yielded . tp th^ 
united. suggestions of pride and tender-* 
ness, and. Mrs. Belmou^ was introduced 
into th^ court circle. The consequence 
was, that, in order to. vie in dress with, 
hi^r new acquaintance, she again . con« 
tnicted -debts, which, rei^nemberii^ the. 
awfulness pf thqr husband's resentn^nt on 
h^ fir§tf, ti;;Lnsgression$, in, this* nKu;iner, 
^he studic|isly. endeayo^ired to keep ^oom. 
his knowledge. 

At leiig^,, howeveii her chief creditor 
becanxQ cl^Linorous, 2jf4 : his . bill wa$ de^ 
liyere4'>with a threat tbat;hp. wpuld not; 
Iqaye, tht^ hguse tijl h$ wa^ paid^ while. a.. 
4ch a^ ffio^^t^yoiing xmk of J^bipiui 



d by Google 



46 THE DEATH-BED. 

\^ho was Mrs. Belmour's constant attend- 
ant, was paying his devoirs to her. 

Mrs, Belmour had not yet learned to 
conceal her feelings ; and, overcome al- 
most to fainting at the idea of her hus- 
band's being informed of a debt so enor- 
mous, colonel Morrison soon drew from 
her a confession of the nature of her em- 
barrassment^ and, telling her that he would 
leave her for a few minutes to give her an 
c(pportunity of recovering herself, he sud- 
denly left the room. 

In a few moments after, she heard the 
door of the hall closed ; and colonel Mor- 
rison, returning, begged her to forgive 
the liberty which he had takert, and then 
informed her that he had dischirged the 
debt which distressed her, himself. 
' Confused, degraded, yet gratified and 
relieved, Mrs. Belmour wept her thanks, 
but protested that she should insist on the 
coloners receiving back the sum wbidi 
he had so kindly advanced, by instal- 
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ments ; a&d instantly she tendered him a 
small sum, which he, from policy, ac- 
cepted : and by this measure, being some- 
what reconciled to the means by which 
s^e had been afiisisted, Mrs* Belmour re- 
sumed her gaiety, and colonel Morrison 
flattered himself that the designs which 
he had formed against the honour of this 
deluded woman, were likely to succeed. 

Soon after, he, by his own contrivance, 
found himself again present when Mrs. 
Belmour was beset by embarrassments of a 
simil^ nature ; and again was his assist- 
ance tendered and accepted. 

The next step was to prevail on her to 
accept presents, which Belmour*s narrow 
fortmie forbade him^ to make ; though 
often did her affectionate husband lament 
his inability to gratify her taste, and as- 
sure her that, as soon as he became pos- 
sessed of the fortune in store for them, 
«he should not have a wish ungratified^ 
which money could indulge."— But colo* 

8 
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cC his fortuQ^^ an^ thtf fprtum wa^ at. 
biscomiqarMl : aii4)^ Awhile. hi$;oae4fi)f'P^ 
her dj9b<p5f aQother dfty .presented/htf: wiCW 
exfA»B6ive onianiient$^ som^rof wltt^ abfe 
dwe4 npt wear, except whea«h« wreat oofc 
vi^thUit her husband^ as he didfiot kiio9t 
Uiey were, ia h©r.po8sewon, bar reputa* 
tioa beoaoie • thie victim of : hia attentione^. 
and.: her viitue. did not long survive, it, 
e^ecially as she learned to conskkr fiel-^ 
iTiQur withiaveraion, a^ isoon as^she dreaded 
to behold in him a justiy irritated pd^e. 

But, guilty as Mrs^JBelmourwa&no^BO^* 
hfCQm^y she was^not.so. lost to. every ho- 
nour^le^feeling asito bear to liveuoder 
the roof of hei injured, husband/ whiie: 
carrying 1 on . a. criminal . intrigue with 
anpth^. man.. On the contrary, she did 
ni^t r^t till colonel .Morrispn had pre- 
pare ev€i?y ihingtfor an elopement ; and 
taking advantage of the very first oppor-i 
tunity tbat-ocQurredj she fled to infamy- 



d by Google 



THX DEATH-BED. 4d 

and her seducer, and set off vitb him 
for the ccmdnent. 

Mr. Belmoor was gone into the comitry 
for a few daysj and while th«:e, the very 
day indeed of his wife's elopement, he 
received an express tq let him know that 
his relation was dead, and diat he was 2lt 
Uxigdi possessor of the long-expected for^ 
time. 

^^ Now, then," cried Mr. Belmom*, 
hastening to town as hst as four horses 
could carry him, tears of tenderness fill- 
ing his eyes as he spoke, ^* now, then, 
shall I see the wife of my heart gratified 
in all her wishes, and able to indulge the 
liberality of her nature ! Oh, Henrietta I 
never again will your extravagance pro- 
voke a reproach from my prudence, but 
we shall be nninten^lptedly happy ; so 
happy f — ^here his voice failed him, and 
he sunk into the silence of full content* 
tnrat. 

^^ Where is your misfress? is she at 

VOL, I. D 
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home?** cried Mr. Belmour, as the chaise 
stopped at his door — ^but without waiting 
for an answer he ran up into the drawing- 
room; whither his servant slowly followed 
him. 

** She is not here/' he exclaimfed, and 
proceeded to hier dressing-room. — " Is 
your mistress out?" cried he, turning 
round to his servant, who held a letter in 
his hand. 

" My — my mistress, sir,*' cried the 
servant, wiping his eyes, ** went away, 
that is, went out yesterday, and left this 
letter for you.'* . 

Mr. Belmour seized the letter, and, 
tearing it open with frantic eagerness, 
only read enough of it to inform him of 
his misery, before he fell senseless on the 
ground ; and it was some time before he re- 
covered to wretchedness and recollection. 

" But where is my child ? is she spared 
to me ?" cried the afflicted husband, starts 
ing from the supporting arms of his at- 
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tendants,«-and in a moment he was by 
the bedside of his forsaken Laura. 

"Laura! my poor forsaken babe!" 
cried Belmour, bursting into an agony of 
tears as he threw himself by the side of 
the sleeping child — ^At thJs moment she 
awoke ; and, uneasy as many childr^i are 
on awaking from sleep, uttered a loud 
and impatient cry, which pierced her fa- 
ther to the soul. 

" O Ood !'* exclaimed he, striking 
his forehead, *' poor babe ! thou hast no 
longer a mother to attend thy cries/' 

But her smiles distressed him as much ; 
and when, soothed by his caresses, the 
little girl put up her pretty mouth to kiss 
him, and, smiling through her tears, lisped 
out, " Dear papa, and dear mamma !" 

"Oh, Henriettal"he cried, "how couldst 
thou have the^ heart tcribrsake her ?'* 

What a slave of criminal selfishness 
indeed must that mother be, who, for a 
lovQT, can forsake her o^pring ! Let not 
d2 
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^ch a woman presume, in the pride of lier 
lieart, to look ^own with aversion on the 
poor desperatefemale who robsof existence 
'Ae secret pledge of her frailty : — mnr-? 
.daress though she be, abe is not more 
omnaiurai dian die cokl-hearted egotist^ 
who can fcrsake her children £or the arms 
*dF a seducer, and consent to brand her 
guihless child with the dangerous di* 
sdnction of Jbeing the daughter of an 
.adulteress, 

I will ao longer .dv^ on the distress df 
Mr.Belmonr, nor on the akeroate schemes 
of revenge, contempt, active resentment, 
and f<»rbearance, which by turn^ agitated 
bis mind ; suffice, tl^ he .resolved not 
-to seek redress in a court of justice, an4 
.thereby liable hin^df or his guilty wife 
to marry agaia» as he wished not to be 
rtempted tcT'form a second connection ; — 
jTfOm a:firin conviction, that it was his.duty 
to devote himself entirely to the instruct 
jJQd .of ius 4ese]:ted Laura, in order to 
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tupply to her the care of the parent whom: 
she had lost y and to imprint deeply on 
her mind those principles of religion and 
virtue, to the want of which he attributed 
the fall of her unhappy mother. 

Mrs. Beimour meanwhile, soon aban* 
doned by the man for whom ^e had 
left her husband and her child, had no 
tesource but in a continuance of a course 
ftf vice ; and when her daughter was on 
the eve of being introduced into the world, 
the too late repeotant mother, a prey to 
remorse and sickness, was pming away 
fife in a sort of premature decay; while, as 
her weakness increased, the images of the 
husband and the child whom she had 
abandoned grew stronger and stronger, 
and she was tormented with the cravings 
Qf those feelings of retuminig affection, 
which she could never never ho{^ to have 
gratified. 

Laura Beimour was then seventeen, 
snd her anxious father was about to pre* 
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sent her to the world, with solicitude 
struggling with parental pride ; and his 
hopes of her welfare were continually 
blasted by the suggestions pf fear, and the 
whispers of experience. . 
- Mr. Behnour, though a virtuous man, 
was a man of the world, and but top well 
acquainted with the opinions and senti- 
ments of men of the world. Hence, he 
feared that the guilt of her mother might 
injure his innocent and unoffending daugh- 
ter, as she might be supposed likelj to 
inherit her mothers vices;— as if edu- 
cation were not every thing in the forma- 
tion of character, and blood nothing ! 

Laura, educated by a parent who 
watched over her actions, her studies, and 
acquaintance, with unremitting attention, 
that her mind might not be sullied by any 
possible circumstance ; ignorant too as Mr. 
Belmour had wisely suffered her to re- 
main of the guilt and existence of her 
unhappy mother, could not fail to be as 
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pure, as though her mother had been the 
pride of her sex : but Mr. Behnour knew, 
that, in the eyes of many persons, she 
would be the victim of her parent's in- 
famy} and so terrified was he lest this 
circumstance should prevent her from 
settling in life, that, though no friend to 
a young woman's marrying early, ha was 
eager to promote the most distant pro- 
spect of disposing of Laura in marriage. 

As Laura was young, beautiful, and 
highly accomplished, she was no sooner 
introduced than she was surrounded by ad- 
mirers, one of whom soon recommended 
himself both to her and her father j when, 
what Mr. Belmour's fears had progno- 
sticated took place. The young gentle- 
man's father, on hearing that his son ap- 
peared greatly charmed by the daughter 
of the frail Mrs. Belmour, forb ade him to 
form a connection which his prudence 
could never approve ; and the youth him- 
self, being as prudent as his father, lef 
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Dablin, in order to avoid the danger of 
forming so improper an attachment. 

Unfcntimately Mr. Behnour did not 
long remain ignorant of the cause of this 
cessation of an acquaintance which had 
filled his heart with hopes of happiness 
for his <^ughten Every one has some 
kind friend, wlio, on pretence of express* 
ifig his or her sorrow for your miafortiine^ 
takes care to inform you of some di» 
aster, which, but for their JiaffidousHess, 
you wQiddjDQver have known, end which 
con^uently to you would never have 
existed ; and tiiis was the case with Mr. 
Belmour. A saudisant friend, lamenting 
very pathetically the illiberality of man- 
kind, humanely plvuiged a dagger in the 
heart of Belmour, by letting him know 
that the infamy of his wife had deprived 
his daughter of a most excellent hus- 
band. 

The intelligence, for a time, made 
Dublin odious to him ; and he resolved to 



d by Google 



THE pSATH-BEDt 57 

thange the scene, and take Laura to the 
world of London, — where a new and un«* 
looked-for instaiKe of the profligacy of a 
maa of the world, and of the fatal conse* 
quences of his wife's fraiIty,soon presented 
Itself. 

From amongst the crowd who sur-r 
jonnded her, Laura's inexperienced hear( 
BOon singled out sir Edward Tyrconnel, 
% young baronet, who to every grace of 
person add^ every charm of manner j 
imd who, by unremitting attention, con- 
vinced her that he entertained for her a 
passion at once ardent and respectful. 
Kor was Mn Belmour kss charmed 
with sir Edward than his daughter; 
when, just as he had declared his love to 
Laura, a friend of Belmour^s called on 
him, and informed him that he knew^ 
from indisputable authority, that sir E4# 
ward had a wife*?ilive, an elderly woman^ 
whom he had married for her fortune^ 
and who, from the circumstance of. her 
Jx5 
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having been dying for years, had enabled 
her profligate husband to seduce more 
than one young woman, by a promise 
of marrying her as soon as his wife 
died. 

To this information Belmour listened 
in a paroxysm of rage ; nor was it other- 
wise than strictly true. True also was it, 
that sir Edward, who scrupled nothing in 
order to gratify his passions whenever the 
object of his wishes was unprotected and 
friendless, would have shrunk back ap- 
palled from the hopeless task of seducing 
the beautiful heiress of the rich Mr. Bel- 
mour, had not he built his hopes of suc- 
cess on the known frailty of her unhappy 
mother. Mr. Belmour too suspected that 
he did so ; and driven to phrensy by the 
idea, he wrote a challenge to sir Edward, 
accusing him of dishonourable designs 
towards Laura, and insisting on imme- 
diate satisfaction. 

Piqued and di^apppinted, for sir Edward 
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thought his being married was unknown in 
-England,he accepted the challenge,but re- 
fused to fire first. Mr. Belmour fired, and 
missed him : sir Edward then discharged 
his pistol in the air, declaring that he 
would not lift his arm against the father 
of the woman whom he adored ; and pro- 
testing that his only wish was, as the 
death of his wife was expected every- 
day, to gain an interest in Laura's heart 
sufficient to make other suitors unsuc- 
cessful, till he was at liberty to offer her 
his hand and fortune. 

Mr. Belmour accepted this apology, 
but insisted that he should break off all 
intercourse with Laura till he was at li- 
berty to address her ; and then, as friends, 
they parted. 

But sir Edward had a powerful advo- 
cate in Laura's heart : she saw no disho- 
nour to himself, no danger to her, in his 
conduct J and though she refused to meet 
7 
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him> or hear from him clandestinely^ a 
mutual friend conveyed messages back- 
wards and forwards from the lovers ; and 
Laura, looking forward with ceitainty to 
being the wife of sir £dward> treasured 
up her aflS^ctiosito him in her bosom^ as 
an inclination which a very diort time 
would entirely ^anctbn; aiul Mr. Bet- 
mour had the mortification of seeing that 
Laura, though devoid of any criminal pror 
pensity, had yet incurred the sin of eagerly 
eispecting the death of another^ — ^while 
he was equally aware that sir Edward stilt 
in a manner continued bis addresses : and 
being sure of the profligacy of the ba^ 
ronet, he could not believe that his inten* 
tions were really honourable. 

One evening Belmour had accompanied 
Laura to Covent-g^rden tlieatre, and, pre- 
ceded by their servant, was conducting her 
^long the piazzas to the carriage, which 
was stationed in King-street, when a wo« 

1 \ 
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nam of the town^ whose meagre frame 
was ill concealed by the thm and dirty 
covermg which she wore, and whose pale 
and haggard looks not even art could dis-> 
guise, in feeble accents accosted Mr. Bel- 
monr^ as he disengaged his arm from 
Laura and stepped forward to see where 
the carriage stood, and asked charity of 
him, declaring that she had not tasted 
food all day ; and, as she said this, she 
laid her cold hand on his arm, to keep 
herself from falling. 

Mr. Beloiour started, abd threw off the 
trembling arm that leaned on him for 
support, — ^for the voice had thrilled to his 
soul } — and turning round as he did so, 
he beheld in the tottering bebg by his 
side, his once beautiful and beloved Hen^ 
netta. 

The recognition was mutual ; and, 
with a shriek of agony, the wretched vic- 
tim of seduction sunk at his feet ; and in 
a tone bjx>keD, and almost extinct, ex- 
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claimed, — ^^ Mercy ! pardon ! and I shall 
die in peace.'* 

The appeal was not lost on Mr. Bel- 
. mour ; and he had raised the wretched 
being in his arms, when he beheld Laura 
gazing on them, and full of speechless 
wonder. At that moment he perceived 
a gentleman whom he knew ; and begr- 
ging that he would, for God*s sake, 
see his daughter safe to her carriage, 
he procured admission into a private 
room at a coffee-house under the piaz- 
zas; and thither, assisted by his ser- 
vant, who had also recognised his former 
mistress, he conveyed the senseless Hen- 
rietta. 

Alas! while performing the offices of 
christian duty to his guilty wife, little did 
Mr. Belmour think that he had exposed 
to the utmost danger hi^ as yet innocent 
child. The gentleman to whose care he 
had Consigned her, in order to spare her 
the dreadful scene which awaited him. 
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was the friend and confidant of sir Ed« 
ward ; who, as soon as Mr. Belmour was 
out of sight, accosted the trembling and 
amazed Laura, and helped to support her 
along the piazzas ; and then, on pretence 
of procuring her something to compose 
Jher spirits, prevailed on her to enter a 
back room in an adjoining fruit-shop j 
while Laura, but too happy to find her- 
self again with the man of her heart, for- 
got every thing in the kind and soothing 
attentions of sir Edward ; and his friend 
having left them alone, she had been pre- 
vailed on to listen, without indignation, 
to his proposal, that she should elope with 
him, and live under the protection of a fe- 
male relation of his, where he might see 
her every day till his wife's death, which 
was hourly expected, should take place. 

But while Laura is madly listening to 
the voice of the seducer^ let us return to 
her unhappy parents, 

Belmour had laid his wretched charge 
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en a bed; and vrbUe others were'admi^ 
nistering to her reirival, he was gazing 
vidth teariess eyes and in unutterable woe 
on the dreadful, object before him ; and 
enumerating to himsdfy with a sort of 
de^erate curiosity^ the various traces 
which disease and want had Idt in her 
once escquisite form. 

At length she revived, zodl recognising 
her husband, gave a deep groan, and hid 
her face with heriiands. . 

*' For God's sake, leave us together !** 

cried Belmour hoarse with emotion.. He 

^ was obeyed ; and Henrietta found herself 

alone with the husband whom ^e had so 

cruelly abandoned. 

** Oh, mercy ! pardon V* she again ex*- 
claimed, and tried to sink upon her knees : 
but Belmour prevented her; and seating 
her on the bed, he sat beside heii, and 
gazed '^ on her with compassionate and 
mournful earnestness, while her eye sunk 
abashed from his gaze* 
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" Oh, Henrietta !" cried he at length, 
bursting into tears, — ^ where are^your 
lowers now ? Who will now clasp this 
faded form to their bosom i But I, the 
hud^and whom you forsooki would have 
loved you even in sickness, and clasped 
you as fondly to me as m the days of your 
brightest bloom. Nay, even now, had 
cngbt else changed you (bus, I would 
have watched over you, and pressed you 
to my heart so tenderly ! O cruel, cruel 
woman ! O thou, whom neither absence, 
injuries, nor vice, have been able to tear 
from my heart, — say — ** 

Here l^ paused, for Henrietta had 
fallen back on the bed, and he thought 
diat she was gone for ever; and, in a 
transport of penit^ice for his reproaches, 
he threw himself on his knees by her, and 
conjured her to recover, and hear him 
pronounce her pardon, promising, at the? 
eame time, that he vo\dd r^roach her 
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no more. He did yet further, he laid her 
head on his bosom. 

She revived ;-— -she saw where her head 
rested, and a faint smile illumined her 
countenance ; but in a moment horror 
supplied the place of -satisfaction, and, 
shuddering, she withdrew herself from 
the support of which she knew herself 
unworthy. Nor did Belmour offer to re- 
tain her j-r-with his fear for her life his 
tenderness had vanished : but when Hen* 
rietta again implored his forgiveness, he 
forgot every thing but her wretchedness 
and her situation, and promised, what she 
dared not ask, that she should breathe 
her last in hi^ arms. As he said this, her 
hand grasped his, and he returned the al- 
most convulsive pressure. 

At this moment Henrietta took courage 
to ask whether she had a daughter. — ^With 
scarcely audible voice he replied — ^^ Yes, 
V— an angel, and lovely as — as her mo- 
ther—" 
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" Thank God!" she exclaimed.— 
** And, oh ! may, she prove a blessing to 
you, and make yoii amends by h^r vir- 
tues for my guilt ! — But where is she V* 

" Ha ! well remembered/* cried Bel- 
mour, ringing the bell hastily^ and the 
servant appeared, 

. " Go instantly," cried he, " and see 
whether miss Belmomr is got safe home/* 

" I will, sir,'* replied the man j-—** but 
I doubt— *' . . 

" Doubt what ?" 

" Why,, sir, you know, on seeing that 
lady, you begged Mr. Daltoa to see her 
safe to her carriage.'' 

"Well, and what then?'* 

" Why, sir, you forgot, surely, that 
Mr. Dalton is sir Edward Tyrconnel's 
friend ; and you did not see, probably, 
that sir Edward was behind, as if watching 
to speak to my young lady.*' 

In a moment the danger to which his 
child was exposed rushed on the mind of 
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his unblppy fiither; and the wretched 
Henrietta appeared to him as doomed to^ 
be, in every way, the enemy of her de- 
voted dai^hter : — till, driven to phrensy 
by this new calamity, he turned round ta 
her, and exclaimed — ^^ Wretch I this also 
k thy deed ! — ^Yes, thou hast been the 
means of phmging thy forsaken child in 
m&my Uke thy own V^ 

Here^ ^tering a dreadful scream, the 
wretched woman exclaimed,—^* O db- 
not curse me \ — the agonies of deadi are^ 
oti me/*^ — ^But she q)ok€ in vain. Belmour 
heard her noty he heeded not even his dy« 
ihg Henrietta, but rushed to the door, de* 
termined to go in pursuit of his daughter^ 

Wie.left Laura list«aiing with fond cre- 
dulity to the proposals of her lover, and 
?villing to belie\^e that even her £&ther 
would not greatly resent her acceding to- 
a plan which, in her eyes, had not even- 
die resemblance of culpability ; and she 
had almost consented to. put hersdf in. 
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tlie power oi a maa, who, though she 

knew it not, meant nothing but her ruin, 

and deemed her an easy victim : not but 

that she frequently interrupted sir Edward 

^thexclamationsof wpnder, who that poor 

wretched woman couid be who so much 

interested her father ; and stt" Jldward had 

as constantly attributed Belmour's con- 

xluct to humanity, m;ide more active by 

some previous knowledge of its object ; 

and then resuming his tender entreaties 

and attentions, he succeeded in putting 

an end to inquiries which he did not choose 

to answer, though well aware who was 

the object of Mr. Belmour's attentions. 

A chaise, procured by sir Edward's 
iriend, was ready ; and Laura was only 
faintly resisting the jaitreaties of her iove^ 
to allow him to lead her to it, when the 
door of the room in which they were was 
suddenly opened, and a young man, in the 
habit of a clergyman, rushed into the 
.room* 
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This gentleman, whose name was Lio- 
Hel Dormer, though not authorised by his 
rank or fortune to address the daughter 
of Mr. Belmour, had vaiilly endeavoured 
to behold Laura without emotion ; but, 
as he was without hope or presumption, 
he contented himself with gazing on her 
tmobserved, as he thought, at a distance ; 
though he might have seen, by the con- 
scious blush which overspread Laura^s 
cheek whenever he entered the room where 
she was, that she had observed the earnest- 
ness of his gaze, and attributed it to a 
cause flattering to her vanity, if not to her 
feelings. 

Dormer had been the unobserved spec- 
tator of Mr, Belmour^s rencontre with his 
unhappy wife, whose person was known 
to him ; and was just stepping forward to 
offer his services to take miss Belmour 
away from a scene so dreadful to her feel- 
ings, should she surmise the truth, when 
he saw her father consign her to the care 
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of sir Edward Tyrconners friend ; and 
saw that gentleman, whose character and 
whose pretensions to Laura were well 
known to him, come forward, and prevail 
on his destined victim to enter the shop 
nearest to them. 

His first impu-se was to follow Mr. Bel* 
inour ; but he had lopt sight of him : be- 
sides, he had only suspicic«is of his daugh- 
ter's danger to impart to him ; and he 
could not bear to call Mr. Belmour away 
from the pious^ though dreadful, task of 
speaking peace and forgiveness to the soul 
of a trembling culprit, perhaps on the 
verge of eternity. He therefore resolved 
to watch the lovers himself, afad to r^u- 
late his actions according to theirs. He 
did so ; and as if virtuous love had re** 
solved, for once, to triumph over illicit 
passion, a scheme occurred to him to save 
Laura from dishonour, just as by agreeing 
to her lover's plan she had unconsciously 
exposed herself to it. 
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** No, indeed, I cannot leave my fiu 
tha:; I cannot be so disobedient; for 
pity's sake let me go home this moment/' 
cried Laura, faintly trying to disengage 
herself from sir Edward's eocircling armr 

At this moment Dormer entered the 
room, and begged miss BdtzuDur would al- 
low htm to conduct her to her father. 

*' 'Sdeath, sir \ who are you ?" cried 
sir Edward. ^^ Do you know him, miss 
Behnour?" 

*' I only know/' replied laura, " the 
gentleman^s name and person ; but my 
&ther has sent him, and — *' 

^ Your fether sent a stranger for you I 
No, this is some fortune-hunter, who 
wants to get you in his power ; but I wil! 
frustrate his design: therefore give me 
your hand." But Laura shrank back. 

" Sir Edward,"' replied Dormer, " one 
of us has designs against this lady, I 
know; but — " 

** Insdlent villain!'* replied the ba- 
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ronet, . ** Away with you this moment, 



or- 



" Sir," replied the dignified young 
man, '^ when I know that 1 am engaged 
in a good cause, in the fescue of inno- 
cence,! am not capable 6f being awed by 
the threats of any one," Here he paused, 
from violent emotion ; for Laura, terrified 
and abashed, had thrown herself for sup- 
port on the shoulder of her loyer ; ^ho, 
diinking his victory was now c«-tain, 
haughtily demanded whether Dormer 
dared to assert that Mr. Belmour had^ent 
liim for his daughter. ^ 

" No; he did not send me,'^ was the 
answer. 

^VThere, you see!" exclaimed the ba- 
ronet triumphantly; and Laura coldiy 
told' Dormer she had no occasion for his 
services. * . *\ , 

^' Poor, unconscious victim!" cried 
. Dc^rmer, elevating his voice ;\^^ I vow that 
I will not leave -you till I see you uader 
vox, I. E 
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your father's protection : nay, 1 will do 
yet more to preserve you j for I will lead 
you to him, where he is now kneeling in 
silent horror by the bed of your dying and 
gtiilty mother." 

** Mother 1 did you say ?** said Laura, 
screaming with agony, and springing for* , 
ward towards him as she spoke. 

*^ Barbarran !'' cried sir Edward, turn* 
ing pale, and trying to hide his confu- 
^n under humanity j — " how can you 
have the brutality to teil her this horrid 
truth !'* 

** Do you talk of humanity/' replied 
Dormer, ** whose aim is to plunge her in- 
nocence in infamy like her mother's ?" 

*' Sir, sir,** again cried Laura, hanging 
on his arm, — " for God's sake, for mer- 
cy^s sake, what did you say of my ino- 
ther ? Have I a mother, sir ?'* 

** Miss Belmour,** solemnly replied • 
Dormer, *' that poor, wretched creature, 
whom you saw supported in the arms of 



d by Google 



THE DEATH-BED* 75 

your agitated father, wa3 your mother ; 
— was once lovely and innocait as you, 
till she listened to the vc»ce of the se- 
ducer. Oh, miss Belmour ! will you too 
listen to it P-^will you too commit adul- 
tery, and receive the addresses of a mar* 
tied man?'* 

" Never 1 never!'* cried iSie agitated 
gixi. ^ Oh, sir, lead me this moment to 
my father, and he will bless you for*«-'* 
She could say no more ; but, throwing 
herself into Dormer's arms, she fsant^d 
on his bosom ; and ia that state, spite of 
the resistance of m Edward, who fiercely 
threatened revenge, he bore her to the 
door ; and haying oocm learnt w}>icher the 
gaatleman had conveyed the dying wo- 
man, in a few moments I^ura wais under 
the same roof with her father ^ and Dor- 
mer, as soon as she revived, hastened in 
search of Mr, Belniour. 

He yefiched the apartment just as Bel* 
E 2 
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mour, muttering curses on his wife, was 
hastening in pursuit of his child. 

*' Do you bring me news of my daugh- 
ter ?*' cried Belmour wildly. 

" I do ; she is safe, and in the next 
room,'* answered Dormer, 

Belmour turned from him, and burst 
into a flood of tiears. 

"What is that? What did you tell 
him ?" cried Henrietta. ** O do not say 
his child is dishonoured, lest he should 
again curse me ! O wretched woman ! 
must I then die with the consciousness 
that I have caused the guilt of my child ?** 

** No," cried Dormer, eagerly ap. 
proaching her, " Heaven spares you that 
torment. I come to speak peace and com- 
fort to you. Your daughter is under this 
roof, in all her native innocence." Hen- 
rietta at these words pressed his hand 
to her clammy lips. " Nay," and his 
voice faltered as he spoke, "^ow have 
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been the means, perhaps, of saving your 
daughter from perdition." 

Henrietta gasping for breath fixed her 
eyes wildly on him, and Belmour eagerly 
approached him. 

" Yes, she would probably have been 
forced to follow her abandoned lover ; 
when, QXk being infotmed that the unhappy 
object whom she had seen her father sup- 
porting was her mother, once lovely and 
innocent as herself, struck by the warn^ 
ing example, she threw herself into my 
$uin% and. allowed me. to conduct her 
hither/' , " / 

" My God I niy gracious God ilithank 
thee!*' cried Henrietta: "I have then 
saved, and not destroyed my chiTd ; and 
thou,. Belmour,. wilt now bless, not cursi 
me." 

• Belmour could* not speak, but h^ pres- 
sed the poor penitent in his arms. ,. ; 

" Good young man ! see what ypu hwi 
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done ! He has embraced me I I owe ihk 
blessing to you/* cried Henrietta ivitb ef- 
fort: then laying her cheek on the bo* 
som of Belmour^ her Upd moved as if in 
prayer ; and she expired without a groan« 

After a pause of some minutes^ Bel- 
mour said^ ^^ Laura must be brought into 
this apartment : alas ! she needs the warn* 
ing of a scene like thit^'* 
. ^^ Ob no \ for {lity's oke^ spxt b^ tho 
trial !'* estclaimed Dormer^ ito Idnger able 
to bear to wound Laura's feetings^ when 
the purpose for which he wouiuled them 
was fully answered. 

But the offended and deeply irritated fa- 
iher felt dififerently} and entering the room 
wjberf Lai;^ was^ he took her trembUng 
hand ki siknce^ and led her up to th^ 
corpse of her mother. 

•* This was your mother^ Laura,'* eaid 
Mr. Belroour, *• once the pride, then the 
b«ft6 of my Ufe i Tremble^i deluded girl,, 
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iest thou be like her, and lest the curses of 
thy fetber succeed to his blessings ! — Oh, 
Laurat I but for that benevolent stranger, 
what, what perhaps, wouldst thou have 
been to-morrow !" 

The lesson, a dreadful one indeed, 
sunk deep into her heart ; and, kneeling 
by her mother's corpse, she solemnly 
vowed to endeavour to look on her aban- 
doned Jover from that moment with no- 
thing but contempt and aversion; and, 
hard as the struggle was, she was at 
length successful in her efforts. 

But did Dormer's virtues, and humble, 
hopeless passion obtain no recompense ? 
—Yes: — Mr. Belmour, too rich to re- 
quire fortune in a son-in-law, finding that 
Dormer possessed such virtues and such 
talents as made him an ornament to his 
sacred profession, bestowed on him, as a 
wife, with her entire consent and appro- 
bation, the woman whom he had rescued 
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from danger, if not from guilt; and 
Laura,* never forgetting the warning ex- 
ample of her mother, was at once the 
pride of her father, and the happiness 
of her husband. 
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FASHIONABLE WIFE, 

AND 

UNFASHIONABLE HUSBAND. 



Louisa Howard was the only child of 

lord N f and neither trouble, expense, 

nor the most watchful attention had been 
spared, to make her as richly gifted in 
virtues and accomplishments, as she aU 
ready was in wealth and personal charms. 
But the vigilant eye of a mother had 
not watched over her youth : and where 
is the eye that can equal a mother's in 

vigilance? Lady N died when her 

child was only seven years old j and 

though lord N fulfilled, with the 

most scrupulous exactness, the direction^ 
e5 
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left by his amiable wife for the educadolf 
of Louisa, it was not in his nature or 
power, nor is it, perhaps, possible for any 
man, to take cogni:2ance of those appa- 
rently slight, but really important, devia- 
tions from the strict path of propriety and 
rectitude, which the observation of a mo^^ 
ther easily detects, and can frequently 
prevent. 

For instatnce : — tendencies to waste- 
fobiess; to unnecessary expense j to want 
of order :— ^o ^^ant of punctuafity in the 
payment of old debts, and to imprudent 
haste in contracting new onest— these^ 
and many other faults of the same kind, 
being most visible in the interior of a 
yo«ng woman's domestic establishment, 
are likely to escape a father's notice ift 
their progress, and to remain unknown, 
till they burst upon him matured inta 
lasting and pernicious habits. 

This was the case with Louisa Howard. 
-A«u8tomed to «yery indulgeaee which 
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opulence could bestow, and "believing 
that she was bom to have every wish 
gratified as soon as formed, no cona*- 
ders^tions of ceconomy could withhold her 
from indulging every benevolent or sel- 
fish wish of her heart : nay, an artiul 
and dependent female relation who lived 
in the £imily, and to whom her eztrava- 
giance was serviceable, was continually 
assuring her, that oeconomy in her would 
be a vice : — ^hence, she contracted habits 
of spending money in such profusion, 
both on her own wants and those of 
others, that she found herself, at the early 
age of eighteen, involved in debt to an 
amount so coBsaderabie, that,' lavish as 
her father was in . supplying her wants^ 
and indulgent to her errors, she shrunk 
back affrighted from the task of disclosing 
her situation to him, and was reduced to* 
the degrading necessity of putting off 
with fair promises the creditors who waited 
on her £or som^hing more substantial ^ 
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awhile, though the mischievous relation 
who had helped to mislead her was at 
this time removed from her by death, 
the habit, alas! was not removed with the 
promoter of it: and though convinced 
of the error of her ways^-r-to forsake 
them, and tread again in the right path, 
was a task infinitely beyond her ability 
and resolution to execute. 
. Thus, though possessed of superior 
beauty, talents, and accomplishments, and 
of a sweetijess of temper which had never 
known a moment's cloud, Louisa knew 
that she had frailties which contained the 
germs of incalculable mischief; and while 
she felt herself in many respects cul- 
pable as a daughter, ; she also knew that 
she was still more unfitted to act with 
propriety the part of a wife. — ^Yet, to be 
a wife, and the wife of one of the most 
respectable of men, soon became the dear 
and secret object of her ambition. 

Louisa was in the habit of reading the 
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debates in the newspapers to lord N— — ; 
and at a time wh^n the state of politics 
was such, as to involve in its consequences 
even the existence, perhaps, of civilized 
society ; and to cause every woman, as 
well as man, of sensibility and strong 
affections, to sorrow with gloomy an- 
ticipation over those sufferings in a neigh- 
homing kingdom, which might one day or 
other be but too prevalent in our own :— 
at this period of alarm and interest, lord 
Henry Algernon distinguished himself in 
the lower house by all the graces of elo- 
quence, and the force of argument ; and 
Louisa, who, like most young men and 
women of quick talents, was a great en- 
thusiast, and fond of having an idol to 
worship, fancied that this modem patriot 
and orator realised her ideas of those 
who lived in the pages of history ; and, 
unconsciously to herself, her reason and 
her imagination united to prepare her 
young heart to imb3>e a passion for a 
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man whom she had never seen, and who^ 
from his age and character, was not likely 
to be desirous bf obtaining the heart 
which she was ready to bestow. 

Nor was it long before she began to 
suspect that lord H»ry engrossed more 
of her thoughts than delicacy and pnw 
dence warranted; and of this she was 
convinced when she saw him by acci^ 
dent during a short stay in London.--- 
*' There ! that's lord Henry Algernon,^' 
said a bdy to her, wliom she was accom- 
panying one morning to her mflliner's. 

Louisa eagerly followed the direction 
of her friend^s eyes, and saw those of lord 
Henry fixed upon her with a look of 
complacency as he passed: she blushed, 
and withdrew hers immediately j but she 
turned and looked at him through the 
little back window of die coach, tiU he 
was out of sight. 

" So — that is lord Hemy Algernon !** 
saul Louisa, sighing when she saw him ao 
longer. 
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** Yes,** replied her fxiend : ** he i# 
▼ery plain ; is he not T* 

** Plain! with those eyesP' retimed 
Louisai eagerly ; ^ Impossible !" and, 
leaning back in the carriage, she fSell into 
no unpleasing reverie. 

Certain it is, that lord Henry^s speeches 
lost nothing of their merit in her opinion, 
from the view which she had had of his 
person ; and she could not help owning ta 
herself, that she thought too much of a 
man who was never likely to think of her 
at all : — but perhaps she never gave so 
great a proof of the strength of her 
judgment, as in thinking with such de- 
cided preference of a man like him. 

N^Lord Henry AlgemcHi was not such a 
man as girls of eighteen commcmly ad- 
mire or behold with pleasure. He was 
con^dand>ly more than thirty ; fonder of 
books than of society ; and his person was 
more remarkable for its manliness than 
its grace ; nor could hi^ featwes boast of 
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much regularity; his complexion* was 
pale, and his skin slightly injured by the 
small-pox ; but the striking lustre and 
expression of his dark eyes, made ample 
amends for the irregularity of his other 
features ; and, aided by a smile, which 
though rare was irresistible, gave him 
pretensions to as much reputation for per- 
sonal beauty, as a wise man need wish 
to possess, or a rational woman desire in 
the man of her choice. 

Such were his external pretensions to 
the admiration of our sex; and in elo- 
quence, virtue, and talents he .was so 
avowedly distinguished, that awe and re- 
verence seemed likely in women to forbid 
the existence towards him of any softer 
feeling : perhaps, too, the reserve and al- 
most cold dignity of his manner might, 
by making him not likely to inspire love, 
occasion him to be less apt to feel it ; but 
certain it is, that he had never known 
what a serious passion was, when he 
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was first introduced to our conscious and 
blushing heroine at the Castle, as her fe- 
ther's seat was called. 

Lord N was as much prejudiced in 

lord Henry's favour as Louisa was ; and it 
was the most earnest wish of his heart to 
see him the husband of his daughter. 

'^ Louisa,'* said he to her one day, ^^ I 
esipect a Yssitpr soon, to spend $ome daya 
with me; a^l desire you to put on all 
your airs and graces, for he is worth 
having for a husband, I assure you ; and 
I should be the happiest of fathers, were 
I to see you married to him." 

** Indeed, sir,** replied Louisa, turning 
very pale, " I do not wish to be married : 
indeed, I do not thmk I shall ever marry 
at all :** and as she said this, her eyes 
filkd with tears. 
** Pho, pho! — ^nonsense! girlish whims!** 

cried lord N ; ^* and I hope lord 

Henry Algernon will put other notions 
into your head.** 
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*' Lofd Henry Algernon, sir !'* ex- 
claimed Louisa trembling and fakexing : 
« Is he— has he—" 

^ Has he what? — made pr^Kieals ? No, 
to be sure ;— Why, he never aaw yon j— • 
^d I liope you are not vain enough to 
suppose that he is &Uen in love \nth you 
from the r^ort of yoiir beauty : no ; love 
at fiiTst; 4g^. JA :aWy-eMqgh » but love 
without sight would. bf9 ab aferocioiis . sAn 
9Urdity itid^/' . 

Qoy&ted wOk. Hitib^ alid htr bead 
h^n^ni; ofi her bosOm^ Louisa iailttly let 
pUed,-^"Ii-^I hxfit jem lord Henry^ 
sir." 

. " Well^— and what's that to Ae pur- 
pose ?-^l was noi accusing you of bong 
ia lave witfi him ficom report, was« I ?'* 

Louisa did not answer ; she saw that 
her consciousness had nearly betrayed 
her} but, recovering herself she asked 
whether lord Henry was reaBy the guest 
vrhom her father expected at the castlo* 



d by Google 



UNFASHIONABLE HUSBANB. 91 

•* YeS,-*he is indeed : his father and 
I were old friends ; and Algernon has 
owned that I have therefore some claim 
GSk the friendship of the soti. He has de-^ 
sired that 1 would not invite company to 
meet him : so, girl, you will have him all 
to yourself) atui, if you make the most 
of the opportunityi, I dare say you may 
effect a codqiiesti which odier women 
liave v^nly Attempted/' 

'^ No, 8ir» no;' repHed Louisa ; '^ I 
am \irhoUy uxiworthy, indeed I am, to b« 
ihe chmce of such a nian ; and all I can 
hope 18, that be will not look upon me 
with contempt/' 

^ What ! h6w ! toMempt I look upon 
you with contempt ; a girl possessed of 
youth, beauty, understanding, and accom* 
I^hments ; a lord's daughter tod ; and a 
rich heiress! Have more scslf-respect, I 
beg, miss Howard,*' cried lordN— =— . 

^^ Alas ! I have too much self*know* 
ledge to have self-respect, ar," replied 
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Louisa, bursting into tears, and retiring 
into her room, where various ideas en- 
grossed her meditations : ,but the most 
delightful, and the one which she most 
loved to dwell upon, was the look which 
lord Henry, unconscious who she was, 
had given her as he passed har. 

Still she thought that lord Henry was 
not a man ta be captivated by mere out- 
ward charms ; and thdiigh pleased to find 
that the man whom she admired was the 
choice of her father, she felt assured that ^ 
she should be tabim an object of indif* 
ference. She even learnt to think meanly 
of those talents on which «he had before 
valued herself } and was alarmed lest lord 

N , who was. naturally vain of her 

accomplidunents, and proud of displaying 
them^ ishouid obtrude on lord Henry, 
and exhibit for his admiration, what she 
now deemed incorrect drawings, and ill- 
coloured paintings ; and should force her 
to eichibit her musical abilities before a 
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man used, probably, to hear, and exclu- 
sively to relish, the performances of the 
first musicians in the metropolis. 

"Whither is my self-confidence flown?'* 
said Louisa, deeply sighing, as she eagerly 
seized on some of her framed designs and 
pdntings, and removed them out of sight. 
" However, 1 am resolved lord Henry 
shall not see these.** 

Lord N— : — entered the room as she 
was removing the last picture ; and he 
stood aghast with astonishment. " May 
I beg leave to ask, miss Howard, what 
you are doing ?'* cried lord N . 

*' I am moving these wretched drawings 
and paintings away, before lord Henry 
comes.*' 

" And pray who told you they were 
wretched drawings and paintings ? And 
why should not lord Henry see them ?" 

** Because, I am sure, he must think 
them wretched performances ; and that I 
am very vain in sticking theta up round 
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ithe room, as if I thought they W€re per* 
fection/^ 

" And pfay, miss Howard^ who told 
you lord Haaiy was a judge of such 
things ? I dare say I know mudi more 
of the matter than he does (for because a 
man can talk for hours in the house, I do 
not see that it follows that he must know 
every thing); and I tell you the drawings 
and paindngs ate good, Tefy good ; and 
to please my vamty^ if not yours, I de- 
sire you to bring thena back, and place 
them wh«:€ they w^e before." 

Louisa, with tears in her eyes, obeyed } 
but she could not help, though without 

hope of success, petitjoniag lord N' ^ 

iiot to ask her to sing or play to lord 
Henry. 

Lord N -- '■ was about to answer her 
rather indignajKtly, when, on observing 
her downcast eye, her <:faeek covered with 
bliadies, and an unusual degree of awk- 
teard&eqs in her o^s^fmer, a auspkicp of the 
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State of h^ heart rushed into his xnmd i 
and, chuckling with a sort of xn^ifard 
laugh, he only saidt " Po, po^ sonseosei 
silly girl !" and left the room, assured that 
Louisa would be lady Henry Algernon $ 
a6 ishe would throw no obstacles tn the 
way of the mamage, and his parental 
IHide made him think it impossible thai: 
lord Henry should not fall ui love with 
Louisa^ 

At iengdb lord Henry arrived; and 
luouisa' was presented to him by her father, 
full of apprehensions lest his lord^p 
should have observed her confusion, and 
attributed it to a cause flattering U} his 
vanity. 

But she need not have been alarmed^ 
lord Henry was no coxcomb^ he was 
not lik^ many men, wbo^ thou^ without 
one attractive quality of mind or person, 
are apt io coonbceivie themsdves objects of 
inresisdble attractkm to our sex ; be ^w 
in ihe bhifli of a iovely girl, at his ^« 
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proach, a sign of nothing but youthful 
timidity ; and though conscious that his al- 
liance had been courted by more than one 
woman, he attributed the preference shown 
him to his very large possessions. 

But this fear was not the only feeling 
which distressed Louisa. She saw evi- 
dently, by the manner in which lord Henry 
looked at her, that he did not remember 
that he had ever seen her before ; she was 
conscious that he did not say to himself, 
as she hoped he might have said, — *' That 
is the young lady I saw in lady W.*s car- 
riage !'' 

However, she ceased to think of her- 
self, her fears, and her disappointments, 
when lord Henry began to converse; — 
when she heard uttered, in a deep, im- 
pressive tone, those arguments and those 
truths, -which had excited in her young 
but awakened mind a. degree of enthu- 
siasm equal to what she felt on reading 
•the lives of her favourite heroes. She 
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li3tened, and ^e loved ; and she was not 
sorry that lord Henry, in the warmth of 
argument, forgot that she was present, 
because it enabled her to watch incessantly 
the fine • expression of his countenance, 
unperceived by him, and without any. im- 
putation on her modesty. • 

After dinner, Louisa's expected trial, 
began. Lord N , at length, impa- 
tient to show off his daughter, desired 
lord Henry to observe the drawings and 
pictures round the room ; adding, " I 
assure you, Algernon, they are all Louisa*s 
doing, without any assistance from a 
master." 

Perhaps lord Henry thought that was 
very evident, andLouisa feared that he did 
so : however, he did not utter so mortifying 
a truth ; but, coldly looking at than, 
only said, " It must have taken you, ma- 
dam, a great deal of time to complete 
these performances.'* 

Louisa curtsied in answer : — ^her hcait . 

VOL, I. F 
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was fiill.-^Not onb word lA commen- 
datibn !-^True, she did not expect he 
should like iKem\ butothersr; and persons 
of acknowledged taste too^ had said th'ey^ 
Were fine. " Well/' thought Louisa, "he 
will' not admire me for my powers as an 
artist J — ^that's clear ; aild he looks at ih^ 
as if hb considered me a mere child." 

lifbr was she mistaken; Lord Henry 
Had hitherto considered aU girls of dgh- 
teeh as m^e children, and he thought that 
no woman under five-and'twenty could 
dhgaige his attention; and though he 
owned thatLouisa was beautiful, he never 
imagined that he could feel affecdoii for 
her, or inspire her with it. 

Lord N^ , as well as Louisa, felt 

that the exhibition of her powers of pen- 
cil had failed of eftect : those of her voice 
and finger' remained to b^ tried j and, in 
spite of her oft-e:jipress6d reluctance, she 
was forced to sit down to the instrument. 
Shfe played first j the lesson was difficult ; 
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"and Louisa blundered through all the dif- 
licult passages. 

She ended, and lord Henry only ob- 
served, that he thought her fingers must 
ache. 

She sung: her voice, from emotion 
and fear, was hoarse and thick, and her 
utterance imperfect ; and when, abashed 
and mortified, she rose from the instru- 
ment, lord Henry thanked her for her 
readiness to oblige, even at great incon- 
venience to herself J for, he said, he had 
observed that she sung with great diffi- 
culty, and he feared she had a bad cold. 

Louisa could hardly refrain from tears 
at this mortifying speech ; but lord Henry 
Was wholly unconscious that he had said 
any thing severe : for the truth was, he 
did not understand music ; and he was 
too wise to pretend to give an opinion on 
subjects which he did not understand.— 
But though he could not tell whether 
Louisa sung well or ill, he could see that 
f2 
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she sung with great efiFort, and that she^ 
was very hoarse ; and he was sorry that, 
she took such pains, to please an audi- 
tor, on whom her painful exertions were 
wholly thrown away. 

He therefore did not request her to sing 
another song ; and Louisa felt convinced 
of the truth of the forebodings which led 

her to request lord N not to insist on 

a display of her . musical talents ; while 
the disappointed father began to think 
that though lord Henry was a man. of 
letters, and a great orator, he had no ge- 
neral taste, and no universal knowledge* 

After su[)per, the conversation turned 
on politics ; and lord Henry talked on a 
most interesting political question, on 
which he had made a celebrated speech, 
that had been afterwards printed, and very 
genei*ally circulated* 

"I remember, Algernon," said lord 

N , " that you said exactly what you. 

are now saying, in your celebrated speech 
7 
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on that question. Did he not, Louisa ? — 
I dare say you can repeat the passage ; 
for I am sure you know it all by heart.*' 

" Is it possible/' cried lord Henry, 
blushing with surprise and pleasure, •' that 
miss Howard should have done me so 
much honour?" while Louisa, in great 
confusion, cast her eyes down, and said 
not a word. 

** Answer, Louisa,'* cried lord N . 

** Let lord Henry.hear that passage which 
you so much admired." 

** Pray, pray, do not ask me, sir. In- 
deed I cannot do it." 

** Well, if you will not repeat it, you 
might let him see your translation of it 
into French, as an exercise. I am sure 
you need not be ashamed of it.** 

But at that moment Louisa was ashani- 
ed of her father, herself, and every thing, 
and positively refused to comply ; and lord 
Henry, feeling for her girlish bashful- 
ness, as he considered it, told lord N , 
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that though he should be proud and de- 
h'ghted to be indulged with a sight so 
flattering to his vanity, he begged Louisa 
might not be urged any further on the 

cubj«ct ; and he ,^ftcrward$ added, ths^t 

he could not haye supposed subjects of 
,nich a nature as that which it had been 
his lot to djscuss in the debate in ques- 
tion, could have interested and eng^sug^j^ 
the m^mpn of ;5p young f iady • 

,vp^, I j^spxfp you," WfYT^j^ed lor4 
N— ^, " that Louisa focjis .so;pp^t^^ jp 
^ yoiy sp^eche^, Igrd Henry, ,to int^est 
and amuse her ; and she expec.tjs.the ^e^«6- 
.|)^per noy ya^ mpre eagerness thp she 
dpe^ ?Py 9:^W poyel : for she likjeo^ ypp 
jtp sojjqLe c^ne of kpr fayourite orjfXftp az^d 
patriots in Flut?u;ch, and— -Qf wh^cb 9f 
thpm is it, ^Quisa, tiat lor^ Hf ^ re- 
jjxmds youiV 

p?uisa iimedijitely, lilce ^ sbsepish 
girl, a^ loyd Henry thon^ht, though ip. 
reality like a conscious and delicate ^o- 
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.inan, terrifi^ lest her favourite jshould hp 
led by her father's indiscreet. communica- 
fjQXis to susjpect hjys influence over hqr 
ji^nd^ svi^dealy left ^e room, and re- 
,tired to her own chamber, to recover thp 
shock v^hich her delicacy had received* 

It would have been aome consolaticm to 
^her, had she Jwowxi that lord Henry f ^It 

Jipr abseiice ; a?id that while Lord N 

jtettisl^y xe^mk^d on the caprice and' 
j>ei:versene$js ,of .gju^^ be said that such 
Jblufijb^g timidity ^d xesexv^ as miss How- 
^d's jbte had rarely theple^suffe qf ^ng, 
jm the grepeAt iiipies, a;^e4 ^o^ch Ii^eauty 
and accomplishjp:i^S. 

This {COB^IuvQnt spqi^e^ ^he irritiited 
^eli^lgs <^ \^4 ^ — ^9 ^ vhw h^ 
xii^ijghter v^twred po A;nter dfe roooi 
again, }^ took ^ notice xff hex abjrupt 
/departui:e, but^ kindly taking her hand, 
^^ed b^ by him ; while lord Henry, for 
^he first time conscious of having at- 
tracted the att^tioa of ycmth and he^uty. 
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was delighted to see her return; and 
when Louisa ventured to raise her eyes 
from the ground, she had the satisfaction 
of perceiving lord Henry's fixed upon her 
with a look of marked approbation which 
she never discovered in them before. 

This restored her to some degree of 
confidence ; and when, during some in- 
teresting conversation on national affairs, 
she saw that lord Henry did her the hci- 
nour to address his discourse to her as well 
as to her father, slie ventured to look sfs 
if she understood and was interested in 
the subject in debate, though she pro- 
perly declined joining in it. 

It was late before lord Henry retired 
for the night ; and he could not help say- 
ing to himself, as he laid his head on his 
pillow,^-'* She is certainly the most beau- 
tiful creature I ever saw ; but it is very 
singular that she should be interested in 
reading my speeches." And so far was 
he from the presumption and conceit of 
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many of his sex, that he did not see in 
lord N— — -'s conduct any wish to engage 
his affection for his daughter, nor in hers 
^ partiality in his favour, which she with 
difficulty concealed. 

The next day, Louisa, being less em- 
barrassed, ventured to converse with lord 
Henry till his usual hour for study ar- 
rived ; when he retired to his own apart- 
ment, and read till the hour for fidingcame, 
while Louisa resumed her usual occupa- 
tions ; and lord Henry having, while in his 
apartment,, overheard her sing a plaintive 
air, well suited to her voice, he had receiv- 
ed a degree of pleasure from her perform- 
ance, which he had never experienced 
from music before ; and eagerly entering 
the room, he requested Louisa to favour 
him with that sweet song again. 

Surprised and pleased, she immediately 

complied : but her voice wasgone; and 

her faltering tones would have made any 

man but lord Henry impute the change in 

¥5 - 
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h^r .^ijujjaer of ^ngipg tp ^ cause mop 
gow^riful tbp tji^e mjerpl^^jpidity to .ybicJj 
]tie ^ttfybutedit, 

pay §ucce(?ded ^tp 4^ay, and s^ fp]!^4 
lord Henry talking, — ngjt love, bi^t p<^i- 
jdcs, — ^to the ll^tter^d Louisa ; ^^d ^ej^aps 
jiip .was the 6xst ipjuj if?ho per 5¥9.u ^ 
wopMflL*$ he?irt in this Jnajmer : byt Lo^uisjat 
was pleas.ed Xo ^e treated ^ ^a ra^onal be- 
ing, ^ind Iprd Jipxcj ,jyas d^ajgoaed at hay- 
ing foun4 ^ yo^un^ and beautijfuji ,woni^ 
yhom h^ .could a^u^ apd interest jvith- 
out flattering he^r Qhaxpxs, .or decrying 
those of others. 

Insensibly tlje cold dignity of h^ ma^- 
nej: relaxed, .apd he ljingei;ed in the bre^- 
fast-jroom ^fter the tea-t^^e wjj^s remoyed, 
instead of retiring as usual .to his studies. 
The first (jby Louisa b.ehel(ji this novelty 
'^vijli a ^eating heart, as Judicative p^ the 
injcreajse4 interest w^ich lord Henry top^ 
ifi hef conversation ; bu.t .wbep a second 
^d a ^d tipae Jt^ di^ %e sa^e, aad 
8 
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^yefi §i?emp4 to dq bjipa^lf grearyioleiice^ 
whUe with a look, which she dar^d not 
enpftjfn^, he §l9w|y jleft the rpoip, a 
gii^porf , whplly un^o^ be^^?? thnP?4 
^pj^h ^r frwe i ^4, ^¥^^ Kersel| 
gp in fier o\yn ^partm^f^t^ she sat bropdr 
j^g pyer the sweiet p pnciojj^nes? that slif^ 
yasj at le^sf , not i^cJifFerent tp ^he phjpf:} 
pf ^er unqualified adiftiradpn. 

I^pri Heniy ref^fed for the purpose 9^ 
4u4y J but he cjjd not find it so easy a 
jpatter to fix his thoughts on hisbopks as 
he had h^ accustomed to dp. While 
he w^§ Ipol^ng apparently at the pages of 
Cicero's .oratory, he was ip re^ty t/ifnk- 
ipg f^ ^h^ Qm^P^y pf ^^^ ^rH blue eyejs. 
w^ch hje had just .(luftted ^ and while ex- 
claiming, " If she had beeia e^ght-and- 
twenty instead of eighteen, I should cer- 
tainly have been caught,*' he found hiS' 
^jl;ention entirely diverted frcmx his stu- 
dies by a landscape from n^tujre,, drawn m 



-^:.^ — 
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water-colours by Louisa, which hung op* 
posite to him. 

*^ She is certainly a wonderful girl/* 
cried lord Henry sighing : ** as my head 
aches, and I cannot study, I will go ,asK 
her to take a walk/* He did so ; and 
they did not return rime enough to dress 
before dinner, or even to enter the dining'- 
room before the first course : but lord 

N did not chide them ; he only turn- 

ed away his head to hide an arch smile 
which took possession of his face, as 
Louisa blushing, and lord Henry apo- 
logizing, took their seats at the table. 

The day after, several of the neigh- 
bouring nobility and gentry were invited 
to dinner ; and lord Henry was surprised 
to find that he felt pain rather than plea:- 
sure, when he heard that his favourite 

young friend lord S , Mr. K — '- — , 

and several other elegant and distinguish- 
ed young men, were to be of the party'; 
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and he Mvaa the more surprised, because^ 
when he was first introduced to Louisay 
he had said in himself, " She would be a 
charming wife for lord S !" 

The expected party arrived ; and lord 
Henry, for the first time in his lif ?, hav*. 
mg found it a difficult matter to tie his 
cravat, or to decide whether he should 
wear powder or not, entered the drawing- 
room, and with a sort of graceful awk- 
wardness, if I may be allowed the e»» 
pression, advanced to pay his compliments 
to the company. Lord S— — was seated 
near Louisa, and conversing with her ia 
a very animated manner ; but he rose on 
his entrance, and lord Henry was cobj- 
scious that the ingenuous expression of 

pleasure with which lord S met him, 

did not meet with an adequate return in 
his salutation. 

" My dear Algernon, it is an age since 
I have seen you," said lord S ♦ V It 
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js nearly j^ix wee^s, I bpUeye/' ie ^o^ffly 

*? P 1 JWOTe, much more j b,ut I .(Jo jxpf 
wonder that, in fiuph .^oci^ty/' bow^ |tj) 
ipuifii, •" i^ys sfifdXfi stgift^j.smd ^j^peks 

Lor4 Heivry jbl,vshedy ajid thought J^i^ 
yo.uog fr/end y^ grow^Q yery |)jert ^ p^oj 
\iras he 4i^e3fS(^ to se^ ib^t Lgm^ ^Q?k^ 
grave ^d 9ngry pn xh^ occasioij, whilp 
her coxnpjie^cion, jjpw pale sypd ppw le^^ 
betrayed RtrAPg ^epiptiop. — '' li^v^hy is 3/3^ 
50 agitated ?" was a que?dpn which he 
could Aot hdip aakiflkg JhJtmself j and as, 
he led her to her seat, he cqn}^ n9t help 
gently pres^iug jher foajc^djsis h^ relimvi5h,efl 
it. He -s^jt on .o^e si4e of ^eJr, 201^ lord 
S on the oth^r; aud rijjp fefflifir, 

who had not doA3l?t^ bi^t jthat the. youths 
wit, and uncommonly fine persoji cjf 

lord S would withd.r^^y Louisa's at- 

lei)tioa almost wholly f;:ojta himself th^t 
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^y, |a,y .yitJ^ fi^^> wholly j^ejy ?in^ 
s^ijrp^^g to Uux^ ^t .^l^ie list<^ed to hif 
yQf ds with thp sjane plejised and .eager 
attention as she had ever done ; that ^ 
tjjpes ^e pearly turned her b^ojc on 
^Qf d 5— — ; aj^d, when ^e i^^coj^c^^ 
her rude^Q^p, apologised ^or it ^y^tj^ ^ 
J^lush of s^uch ^' sweet con§ciouspesg/* ^ 
made her more fascinatijig ji^jxff, ever: 
^d, elated yrith a trixmigk which Ij^e ^lad . 
^ot i^red to hope, Ipad Hefiry, when 
aloiie in bis ^partmept ^ nig^t, o^i'ped tfi 
Iji^jaji^elf th^ hp ^a4 never passed so Iwppy 
SL day ; ^d he sighed as he excl^iraedj 
^> I wish she .werje eight-^d-t^ivejjty, jn- 
;s^ad of eighteen r' 

The ensiling evening, while lordN , 

lo^d Hepry, an(^ f-o^.^> w^^^ ?|t^g to- 
gether, ^d the former, .\vlio w^ ^ ac- 
tive jii^ticje of J.he peaqe, h^d sf^reacj <t 
^rnnlDer of law-hookf beforp him, which 
he was turning oyer to preparie himself fpf 
^(mp deb^tje that wa$ to take place ^t {he 
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next county meeting, he told lord Henry 
that he had 'lately purchased a book of 
law reports, which he found very use- 
fid. 

" Charming indeed, I dare say,'* re- 
plied lord Henry, whose eyes were fixed 
x>n Louisa's profile, while she was bend- 
ing her fine neck over a design for a pla- 
teau which she was drawing. 

Lord N stared : — he had never 

heard the epithet " charming" applied 
to a book of law reports before ; but, 
when he^^aw where lord Henry's atten- 
tion was directed, he found that, if not 
an appropriate^ charming was a very 
natural word for him to have uppermost 
in his mind. 

" You must know, lord Henry," con- 
tinued lord N , " that there is one 

decision of lord Mansfield's in the reports 
I mention, in which, but with all due 
deference, I differ from the learned' lord ; 
and I should be very happy to submit my 
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doubts to you, who, like myself, in the 
early part of your life, studied the law/' 

For the first time, lord Henry felt un- 
comfortable at hearing the early part of 
his life mentioned — as if he was now no 
longer young ; — but he begged lord 
"'N' to state the case, and his objec- 
tions. 

• Lord N went on ; but had not 

read much of the case, wherr lord Henry 
exclaimed, — *^ Miss Howard, you want 
something/' 

" Yes ; — a knife to cut my pencil.'* 

** Here is one : — let me have the hap- 
piness of cutting it for you.*' 

LordN — bit his lip ; for, though glad to 
see lord Henry's attention to his daughter, 
he did not like to be so completely thrown 
in the background ; and he rather angrily 
remarked that, as the case in point was 
one of great importance respecting pro- 
perty, he could wish that lord Henry 
would deign to attend to him. ' • 
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IJe then continueid — but, in five mi- 
nutes, Louisa dropped her India r^ibber ; 
^d Iqrd Henry smarted .up to ^k it. 

" Psha !" ^uttei:ed lord N ^ olo^pg 

tljie book. 

♦* I beg your pardon^ j^ylord," ai^ 
lord Hepry ; ♦* go on; and I jpronii^ 
you in future uninterrupted attention.*' 

•'^Yes, ijill .th^t girl jrants tqr pencil 
f:ffX ^ftin, L§\p)ose<> and ^hen I jjjts^l Ije 
fyrgott^ :-^[xo» ^7 I shall ccmt^nt ^ijiy- 
self with begging you to take the tj;Qub\e 
of looking ,Qv^ ^s decision ,wb^ »you 
^ ^ne in your own apartments/' — 
Lord Henry proflWped ,ob<^enQe^ ^and the 
eyenipg ended. 

Three wedks had 4iow elapsed, and 
^till lord I^eiuy Ungere^d at the castle j 
and had ngt resolution tp j;efu5e tl;ie eveiy- 
d^y-j;ene;wed inyit;ation of t^e hofipitaWe 
jieer to stay longer. Louisa, indeq<il, 
xiever pressed him to lengtbeii his visit 
%vith her toijiguej h\it she looked so grave 
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when ,he ,tal}ced Qf gqing, and so plea^d 
'when he consented to stay, that he could 
npt help peeing that h^ ^Qciiety at least 
• w^s 4»rto.her. 

The next qyqraf^, jor^ N 9 who 

had )i)gen 9ibj?ent ^Miay, requested to 
^k^iow lord H[e^ry*^ opiiucpQ of the cj^e 
;^ldch he had given him to read. 

" My lord,*' retijiTied lord Henxy 
Ijtlplyng sjnd staupipenng, ." I ifejdly,— .1 
.pjrptjest^-^I, I fti? (pjiftfi ^^^edi i but I 
/^TgQt, j;eaUy } J h^ve jpeyer onc^e IpoJ^^ 
,jit it ; but I .yrill go iiqw aijd study it/* 

So gay^Ojg, and hefor^ Jord JJ cpuld 

call out that tea wa^^ <^ondt\g yp^ lord 
jtlenry, as much to hide Jbi^ confusipn as 
for any other reason, had hastjcsned .to his 
apartment j for he was conscious that his 
thoughts had been employed .on ^another 
decision, and one of jnore importance 
in his eyes than ^y one.e;ven of lor^d 
Mansjfield's : he had been examining the 
pleadings of his own h^art, and the de- 
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cision of his conscience had been — ^that 
he was in love. 

But as lord N * could not, he be- 
lieved, guess how his morning hours had 
been' employed, he feared that he must 
appear guilty of great neglect, and was 
therefore seating himself to examine the 
case in point, when he was summoned to 
tea ; and he re-entered thie driawing-room 

just as lord N (finding Louisa hud 

neglected to settle some difficult accounts 
for him during his alsence) was telling, 
her, with a mixture of lun and severity, 
that It was only too evident that she wsls 
desperatehf in love. 

As he said this, Louisa turned round, 
saw lord Henry, and knew from his coun- 
tenance that he had heard what passed, 
immediately conscience-struck, and over- 
come with the idea that her secret was 
known to him, she burst into tears, and 
left the room. 

Poor thing! poor thing 1 ^she is gro^Ti 
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ajrangely irritable," muttered lord N- 



and when he found lord Henry in the 
room, he did not won Jer at Louisa's emo- 
tion : but. he saw, and with illrsuppressed- 
joy, that lord Henry looked as disturbed 
and as foolish as she liad rdone ; and that, 
soon after tea, at which Louisa, on pretence 
of head ache, declined appearin , i.*-, too, 
pleaded indisposition, and begged leave 
to retire and sit alone. 

Indeed, he had nc^ed of solitude : — ^for, 
not daring to think that if Louisa was in 

loye (of which lord N 's exclamation 

of " Poor thing !" made it impossible for 
him to doubt), he was the object of her 
attachment, he saw himself in his opinion 
'^ entangled in a hopeless passion !'* 

Yes, he indeed loved, and with a de- 
votedness, and exclusion of every other 
idea, that astonished him. He had yet to 
learn, that love knows not a divided em- 
pire, and jeigns a tyrant if he reigns at 
all. Pie had flattered himself, like many 
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nleh of superior intelligeiice, But more' 
coriVersafat with' b6oks than the hiinlan 
h^art, thai he, when he loved/-^ should 
love like a bein^ of sui)erior raribhiii 
lity; that is, should love as much as 
reason wartranted, but n6 more. AlaS ! 
he soon foimd that to control his pi's^ 
sifariby reason was impossible; thathisr 
books ceased to interest him ; tharthe 
amor patrice seemed a feeling too abs- 
tracted for a sensitive being to biisy him- 
self with ; and thSt, after he had con- 
vinced hirrisielf that his love was as ra- 
tionally founded, if not more so than 
that of any man who ever loved btfdre:^ 
he proved that he was up to all the 
phrensy of [pas^on, by catching himself 
repeating — 

** Louisa, who 'd ever be wise, 
If madness be loving of thee ?" 

" Yes, yes,*' said lord Henry, pacing 
the room as he spoke, ** it is certain she 
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has an attiachment, — ^and who can be the 
object of it ? — She does me the honour 
td esteem me and adihire my conversation, 
and therefore I haVe been able, by my 
society, to beguile her of her cares : but 
to suppose that she felt more than friend- 
ship for me, would be mo6t absurd 
2hd improbable. — ^Yet, why ? It is not 
more improbable than that I should have 
fallen in love with her :'* — and his steps 
became quicker, as the thought of* being 
beloved thrilled through his whole frame. 
But he soon sunk into despondency 
again; — and he convinced himself that 
Louisa was attached to some youn;^ man, 
not her equal in fortune ; and that lord 
N— — had forbidden their union : — ^' If 
so," said lord Henry to himself, " I will 
be her friend ; — I will try to prevail on 
her to confide in me ; arid if I be right 
in my conjectures, I will endeavour to 
conquer her father's objections : — ^yes, 
1 will make her happy, though at the 
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risk of making myself — Psha! — the 
thought IS madness 1** 

Here, he threw himself across the bed, 
s^bsorbed in gloomy reflections. — ^At last, 
be started up, and exclaimed, " Yes— it 
shall be so ! — ^Yes — ^I shall never marry ; 
my fortune is large ; and, if fortune be 
the only obstacle,^— I will — ^yes — I will 
do something, that shall prove I am not 
unworthy the high idea she entertains of 
my character :" — and, resolving to prove 
himself a great hero, lord Henry luckily 
fell asleep : but his rest was broken and 
disturbed ; and he arose the next morn- 
ing not at all improved in beauty by the 
agitation of his mind. 

" How old I look V cried he, as he 
stood at the glass : — *' No, no, it is im- 
possible that I can be beloved by her : — 
fool that I was, not to see the danger 
which I was incurring !** 

Louisa had also passed a sleepless night, 
for she feared that her secret was disco- 
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▼ered, and that the imprbssion which she 
had reason to think she had made on lord 
Henry's heart, would be destroyed by the 
disgust which the knowledge of her weak* 
ness might excite in him. She there- 
fore, like lord Henry, appeared at the 
breakfast-table with pale cheeks and sunk 
eyes ; and each of them, from different 
feelings, carefully avoided looking at the 
-oAer. 

After breakfast, when they were alone 
together, lord Henry, while debating with 
himself whether he should speak to her 
according to his plan of the night before, 
happening to cast his ey^s on her, was so 
shocked at the mournful expression of her 
countenance, and at her altered appear- 
ance, that he could not bear to defer the 
intended conversation one moment lon- 
ger — ^but hastily seizing her hand, he ex- 
claimed, *« Dear, dear miss Howard ! I 
see, with agony unspeakable, that you are 
unhappy, and that some secret cause is 

VOL. I. G 
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wearing away your peace : — alas ! I guess 
what the c^use isj and would to heaven 
it were in my power to remove it ! But 
that, I doubt, is impossible: — still — '* 
here he paused ; for Louisa, convinced 
by this speech that he saw her love for 
him, and meant to say that he vainly 
wished to return it, had fallen back in 
her chair nearly insensible. 

She soon, however, recovered herself ; 
when, in his terror at her situation, she 
heard lord Henry make use of such ex- 
pressions, and saw hhn hang over her 
with such tenderness, as convinced her 
that she was beloved, and that she had 
misunderstood his meaning : and assuring 
him that she was quite well again, she 
begged him to go on with the conversation 
which her illness had interrupted. 

He did so ; and, to the surprise of 
Louisa, she found,, jthat lord Henry, so 
far from imagining himself beloved by her, 
suspected that she loved another j and 
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offered, though at the expense of his own 
happiness, to be the mediator between 
her and her father ! 

" Generous man !'* cried Louisa, burst- 
ing into tears; — ^^" how little do you 
know my heart I** 

" You have read mine, Louisa,^* re- 
plied lord Henry: " be equally ingenuous, 
and—" 

At this moment lord N entered ; 

and Louisa, finding herself at a loss how 
to answer lord Henry's last addrcvSS, took 
that opportunity of retiring. 

" I am afraid, my lord Henry Alger- 
non,*' said lord N — ■■ — with affected gra- 
vity, *' that my entrance was very mal-d- 
propQs : — ^miss Howard and you seemed 
rehearsing a very dismal scene together, 
and one not at all in my way." 

*' You have a right, ray lord, to know 
all that has passed,*' replied lord Henry. — 
^* You have led me to think that miss How- 
ard has an attachment — and an unhappy 
g2 
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one ;— for I attribute her frequent agita- 
don to the consciousness that the object 
x)f her love will never be approved by you.'* 

** The object of her love, lord Henry^ 
is approved by nxe, from the very bottom 
of my soul/' 

Lord Henry turned pale, amd sunk into 
a chair y — ^for he found that the imagined 
obstacle did not exist, and his intended 
and painful act of heroism would be of 
no avail: besides, he now found that, 
when the evil he feared was certain, it 
was not to be borne with any thing like 
fortitude. 

** You are ill^ Algernon ; you areill : 
what is the matter ?" 

** Oh, my lord,*' replied lord Henry, 
♦* I find I am ;a poor weak being.. I 
began this^ conversation, resolved to try 
to prevail on you to consent to your 
daughter's umon with the man of her 
<:hoice ; and to do all I could to remove 
the ohstacleis to it : but I find that/io ob- 
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slacles exist, and all my boasted heroism 
is entirely gone/' 

" And why should my daughter's^ 
union with the man of her heart make 
you uflhappy ?'^ asked the malicious lord 
N . 

" Because, — do not despise me for my 
weakness and presumption, — because — ^I 
love her myself!" 

Lord N immediately gave way 

to a long deliberate laugh, which caused 
lord Henry to rise from his seat with great 
indignation. 

" Nay, AIg«Tion, don't be angry,*' 
cried he j " but I must laugh, upon my 
honour I must. — Go, go, — you are a very 
clever fellow ; but I believe that in know- 
ledge of the heart of a woman, there is 
not a boor on ray estate who is not your 
superior: — there, go and find Louisa } 
tell her what you have told me j and tell 
her also, that I command her to let her 
inswer be open and explicit, — for that, if 



d by Google 



126 THE FASHIONABLE WIFE, AND 

she will not speak out, I will speak for 

her/' 

** Is it possible ? can it be ?** exclaimed 
lord Henry, trembling with joyful anti- 
cipation. 

" I shall tell you nothing more, Al- 
gernon; only, rerftember, that I shall 
stay here to give you both my blessing, 
when you think proper to ask it.** 

Lord Henry instantly ran in search of 
Louisa : he found her in the garden ; 
and saw her tremble and turn pale at his 
approach, from a mixture of modesty 
and joy ; for she knew by his counte- 
nance that an explanation had taken 

place between him and lord N . In 

a few minutes, as it appeared to the 
lovers, but in an hour, as it really was, 

lord Henry led Louisa to lord N , 

and claimed the promised blessing. 

In a very few weeks after, the mar* 
riage took place; but on the wedding- 
day, a proud day for Louisa, though she 
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was the rich .heiress of lord N >, as it 
made her the wife of one of the most 
distinguished men in England ; yes, even 
on that welcome day which gave her to 
the idol of her hearty her happiness was 
overclouded by the consciousness of not 
deserving it, and the conviction, that on 
lord Henry's ignorance of her character 
was founded his affection for her. — She 
knew, that were he acquainted with her 
extravagance and her habits of self-in» 
dulgence, he could not honour her with 
his love, because he must withhold his 
esteem. 

But how should he become acquainted 
with the errors, the past errors as she 
called them, which disgraced her ? They 
were known only to herself, and those 
who could have no motive to disclose 
them to lord Henry ; and, in spite of her 
usual hatred of disguise, she felt rejoiced 
that her foibles were not virritten on her 
brow* 
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On their return from church, lord 

N took the bride and bridegroom 

into his study ; and again joining their 
hands and blessing them, he said, in a 
faltering voice, and smiling through his 
tears; " You meant, you know, Algernon,, 
to play the hero, and try to make my girl 
happy with the man of her heart, though 
by so doing you made yourself miserable : 
but, luckily, you were spared those heroic 
doings and sufferings ; and now if there 
be any hero j»mongst us, it is myself* 
Here am I parting with my only child, 
the pride and delight of my age, and pre- 
tending to be jocose while my heart is 
bursting.'* 

Here he gave Way to a flood of tears, ia 
which even lord Henry was not ashamed 
to join. 

** But I know it is for Louisa*s happi- 
ness, so I will be consoled : — ^I knew she 
would marry; it was natural that she 
should : therefore, all I wished was, that 
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her choice should be one approved by the 
feelings both of her heart and mine, and 
which should confer honour and happiness 
cm both. In short, I fixed on you, Alger- 
non, and Louisa did the same : — so, take 
her, as I said before, and God bless you 
both 1 She is a treasure, I assure you : per* 
haps I am partial ; but I really do believe 
that she has not a fault in the world." 

*' O ! my father !" cried Louisa burst* 
ing into a flood of tears, wrung from her 
by remorse and consciousness, " you are 
partial, indeed : — ^believe him not, lord 
Henry ; I am faulty, very faulty j and — " 

Lord Henry clasped her to his bosom, 
protesting that he believed her father's 
testimony rather than her own.^ 

No faults ! — Alas ! she had faults 
hanging like a blight over the promising 
harvest of her happiness j though, in the 
self-flattery of her heart, she fancied that 
the blight was past, and nought but 
healthy sunshine near. 
g5 
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Just before the marriage, Louisa re- 
cdved, from the lavish bounty of her 
father, a considerable sum of money to 
expend on wedding finery; and never 
was money more welcome, nor more 
wanted — for her creditors, both in town 
and country, had been clamorous for 
payment; and had they not been so^ .a 
feeling of honour, *as well as of shame 
and apprehension, forbade Louisa to load 
with her debts the loved and revered 
being whom she was going to make her 
protector and monitor through life. 

" No r* she exclaimed, ^' with this 
money I will pay my present debts ; and 
at the same time make a solemn resolu- 
tion to incur no future on^su" 

The first part of her resolution she im- 
mediately fulfilled, and, instead of pur^ 
chasing bridal ornaments, and expensive 
dresses, contented herself with simple 
though elegant attire, such as the slen- 
der state of her finances warranted ; while 
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every one who knew the generous tern-* 

per of lord N , and who expected to 

see it displayed in his daughter*s appear- 
ance as a bride, gazed on her simple 
Tzltire with wonder. No one was more 
surprised than lord N himself; and, 

but from unexpected circumstances,Louisa 
would have been under the neceissity of 
owning the truth to him : but he, and 
indeed many of his acquaintance, aware- 
of Louisa's profuse generosity, suspected 
that she had bestowed in acts of secret be- 
nevolence, the money given her for the de-* 

coration of her person; and Lord N ,. 

making his parental pride amends by im*- 
parting these suspicions to others, for the- 
gratification of which his daughter's plain 
appearance as a bride deprived him, at 
length declared his ideas on this subject 
to Louisa herself, and in the presence oB 
her husband. 

The conscious Louisa started, andi 
blushed deeply at a supposition so false. 
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and yet so flattaing ; and, had sh£ been 

alone with lord N , w<»ild have had 

virtue enough, perhaps, to have avowed 
the truth, and scorned to receive praise 
while certain of deserving censure :— but 
lord Henry, who till then had not ob* 
served the simplicity of his bride^s attire, 
.gazed on her with looks of such ap- 
proving delight, when he heard the mo* 
desty of her apparel attributed to a cause 
so noble, that she had not resolution 
enough to destroy an illusion so gratify- 
ing to him and so flattering to herself ; 
and casting her eyes on the ground, while 
the blush of conscious duplicity glowed on 
her cheek, she remained in an equivocal 
dlence, which confirmed lord N ■ in 
his suspicions, and gave to her the amia- 
ble semblance of a benevolent being, 
doing ^ good by stealth, and blushing to 
find it feme." 

Alas ! trifling as this little circumstance 
seemed even to Louisa, who variaished 
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over Its culpability y representing to herself 
that a disclosure of the truth would have 
been cruel to her busbaiid and dangerous 
to her own peace, it had a pernicious in- 
fluence on her future conduct. Ce n*esi 
que le premier pas qui coute ; and she 
who has once compromised so far with 
h^r conscience as to resist the pleadings 
o'f sincerity, and be contented to be 
praised for actions which she never per- 
formed, has laid the foundation-stone of 
future vice, and tarnished, perhaps for 
life, the fair image of virtue in her 
bosom. 

But Louisa did not reason thus, though 
her feelings were continually reproaching 
her ; and scarcely could she support her. 
self under the variety of emotions which 
assailed her, Vhen lord Henry, as soon 
as they were alone together, told her, that 
as he found she was likely to make so 
good an almoner, he should intrust to 
her many sums of which he had been in 
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the habit of dispo^g himself.-—" O! 
do not trust me !" was almost on hep 
lips;, for the feeling of her frailty was 
throbbing painfully at her heart: but 
again she struggled with her best feelings ^ 
again shame and pride got the better of 
sincerity, and the once habitual iiige<« 
nuousness of her nature received its death* 
blow. 

And what consoled her under the coji' 
sciousness of her guih ?— The conviction 
that lord Henry, while deceived, waa 
happy ; that a mind so honourable as 
his, and which had such high ideas of 
female excellence, would start back with 
horror at the idea of her thoughtless e»(^ 
travagance, and that with- hi& esteexo- she 
should also lose his love.. 

Lord H«iry thought the same: he 
imagined that he could not love a woman 
whom he did not esteem, and that tender^ 
ness would cease at the first known cessa- 
tion of that excellence which had origi#- 
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nally produced it. He knew more of 
human knowl^ge than of human pas- 
sions; he had read; he had thought; 
he had reasoned ; — ^but he had only now 
learnt to feel ; and he felt deq)ly. The 
present enchanted him'; the future smiled 
on him ; and, incapable of supposing that 
the fair creature to whom every faculty 
of his soul was devoted^ could have even 
the germ of any vice in her likely to de- 
stroy her happiness and his own, he 
looked upon that hour of his existence as 
lost in which he had never loved, or been 
beloved, and pitied every man who was 
not, like himself, a husbands 

-For months this state of enjoyment 
lasted.^ Louisa, .passionately attached, to 
her husband, and living wholly in the 
country,, where she had no temptation to 
indulge in those e:q)ensive habits so? pre- 
judicial to her respectability, was deserving 
of all the fondness which lord Henry la- 
vished on. her; and^ with. the sanguine 
8 
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self-love of eighteen, she thought her 
only figiult wjb cured, merely because she 
was not in dreumstances to call it in^ 
action^ 

The ^ting was now advandng ; and as 
the metropofiswa^ beginning to fill, Louisai 
could not conoeal from herself diat ^ 
should like to exhibit her lovely form in 
the fashionable drcles, as the bride of 
lord Henry Alga*nonr it was with ill- 
suppressed pleasmre, therefore, that she 
heard lord Henry inform her, his duty in 
parliament now required his constant re* 
sidence for some months in town, and 
that he must, thoiagh with exti-eme re*- 
luctance, give up the happiness of a 
country life, for the empty bustk of towa 
amusements. 

To London they went ; and Louisa^ 
thinking she had earned by months of 
self-dental a right to relax in her oeco- 
nomy, drove to her old milliner s as soon 
as she arrived, in order to lay out some 
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of her husband's newly-received bounty 
in a court dress and other dresses ; but she 
-wisely and firmly resolved, that she would 
pay for every thing as soon as it was 
finished, and on no account contract any 
more debts. Hie dresses were finished ; 
and the bill being, though with great dif- 
ficulty, procured, I^uka, accoinpaniffd by 
a young lady who was to visit with her as 
brid6-n[iaid, went, the mocning after to 
discharge k. 

While the account was settling, vaiious 
were the temptadons to firesh expenses 
thrown in Louisa's way : but she disre- 
garded them all — when her young com* 
panion, who was more favoured by nature 
than fortune, was struck with the beauty 
of a turban spotted with silver ; and, put- 
ting it on, she looked so beautiful in it, 
that every one in the room exclaimed, 
" You must buy it, you never looked so 
well in any head-dress before !" 

ii^But I can't aiFord to buy it,'* cried 
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the mortified girl ; ** I am not a rich 
bride, like lady Henry.** 

" You soon would be a bride, I am 
sure, madam,'* replied the artful milliner, 
** if you were to wear that turban j it 
seems made on purpose for you/' 

" Well, dear me ! I will go home, and 
ask mamma to let me have it." 

** O, madam, it will be gone directly ; 
you can't be sure of it, unless you take it 
now — ^and it will take some time to get 
another done.*' 

** Bless me ! what can 1 do ? I can*t 
pay for it myself." 

•* O, madam, I will trust you.** 

" Aye, — but I dare not run in debt j 
mamma would never forgive me : — yet, 
lam so tempted !** 

Louisa heaved a deep sigh at the dan- 
ger of her young friend ; nor could she 
help blaming herself severely for having 
so hastily expended on her own persoa 
the noble bounty of her husband} be* 
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cause, had she been less indulgent to her- 
self, she would have been able, without a 
fault, to ornament the lovely person of 
her friend. 

" What shall I do, dear lady Henry ?'* 
said miss Selby : ^' what do you advise me 
to do ? Shall I take the turban on trust T* 

** No,-— you must not disobey your 
mother on any account ; and believe me, 
that a habit of running in debt once 
acquired, is scarcely ever to be con* 
quered*' 

** But then, what can I do ?** replied 
miss Selby pettishly, — ^^ for I must and 
will have the turban, that's certain/* 

** Then I must give it to you as a pre- 
sent,'* replied lady Henry sighing ; and, 
after a pause, she added, ** Let it be set 
down to ray account -/^ — then, with a 
reproving conscience, she hastened into 
her carriage :— but, when there, the rap- 
turous thanks of miss Selby in a degree 
reconciled her to herself} — but when c»iQ 



d by Google 



140 THE FASHIONABLE WIFE, AKD 

has broken through a \eise and virtuous 
resolution, where is the opiate that can 
at first succeed in lulling .one s self-re-^ 
proaches to rest ! 

The neict day, Louka was prevailed 
upon by miss Selby to go with her and 
another young lady to the same milHner's, 
that the latta: m%fat order a turban in all 
reelects like miss Selby's* 

They had not been long in Ae room 
be£cMre a Bew-dnyented mantle, which 2K> 
one had yet seen, was displayed^ and 
by the oiEcious zeal of h&r companions,, 
urged on by the miUiner, it was tJirown 
over the giflaceful shoulders of Louisa. 

** O, madam^ were you to wear that 
mamle, my fortune would be made,^* cried 
the specious milliner. 

** Do, buy it, pray do,*' cried both the 
girls, ** it is so becoming to you !" 

The looking-glass unfortimat^y told 
Louisa the same thing; — ^but then, her 
resolution not to run up a bill I — ^Then> 
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on the odier hand^ a bill \vas begun for 
miss Selby's turban^ and this would add 
only twenty guineas to it.— At last, how- 
ever, she summoned all her resolution to 
her aid, and, running into her carriage, 
removed from the temptation which she 
liad not power to face, and resist. 

In the evening, miss Selby, in presence 

of lord N '^ Reproached Louisa with 

her ill-timed oeconomy } and his lordship 
declared that if twenty guineas would 
purchase the degant ornament in ques- 
tion, he would give his daughter that sum 
immediately. This offer Louisa thankfully 
accepted ; and she reflected, with no small 
delight, that her self-denial and resolution 
in the morning had now met with their 
reward.' It was then agreed that the 
money should be immediately sent, and 
the mantle purchased, in order that lord 

N should see it, and be able to 

judge of the beauty and value of the 
present. Louisa, therefore, took the mo- 
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ney, and left the room in order to write 
a note with it to the milUner, when she 
was informed that a. poor woman^ whose 
name she well knew, earnestly requested 
to see her : she instantly desired her to be 
shown into her dressbg-room. 

This distressed object, as she really, 
was, had often been relieved by her 
bounty ; but never had she told so pi-^ 
teous a tale before, and never had her 
distress been so great. Never had Louisa 
been so perplexed : she could not bear 
to send her away unrelieved, yet she had 
not the means of relieving her, for she 
had already sufficiently taxed the genero- 
sity of her husband and her father ; and 
the sum requisite to remove the poor wo- 
man's present wants was not less than 
several guineas, and Louisa had them not 
to give. , 

But at this moment she held the twenty 
guineas in her hand, designed for the 
mantle j and, as her fingers grasped them, 
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a pang of something very like remorse 
shot across her mind, and she mentally 
exclaimed, "What! shall I prefer the 
gratification of my vanity to the per- 
manent relief of a distressed fellow-crea- 
ture ? No ; — the sacrifice shall be made:** 
and immediately summoning a confiden- 
tial servant, she gave him fifteen guineas, 
and, desiring him to accompany the poor 
woman home, ordered him to lay out 
whatever part of the sum was necessary, 
in removing her present difficulties, and 
ensuring the future comfort of her and 
her family ; and then, having dismissed 
the object of her bounty, was on the 
point of re-entering the drawing-room, 
when 

• Miss Selby entered, saying, " Well, is 
the mantle arrived ? I am so anxious for 
its coming! — ^for we all agreed that you 

, must go in it to lady D 's assembly to- 

night ; for you would not use Mrs. C— -^ — ^ 
well, if you did not wear it directly/* 
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" Nonsense !'* replied Louisa j " I have 
not sent for it, nor do I know that I shall ; 
I don*t want it." 

Nothing could equal miss Selby's sur- 
prise at this speech : at first she was si- 
lent with astonishment ; but when she re- 
covered herself, such was the eloqu^t 
volubility with which she expatiated on 

lord N *s disappointment, on the 

beauty of the mantle, on its becomingness 
to lady Henry's shape, on its being a duty 
which she owed the inventor to show it 
oflFto the best advantage, (which her wear- 
ing it would certainly do,) that Louisa la- 
mented in secret her inability to gratify her 
vanity and her benevolence at the same 
time ; especially as she knew not how to ex- 
cuse to lord N — not expending the money 
for the purpose for which he gave it ; as 
she could not do this without telling him 
the use which she had made of it i and 
had, besides a graceful unwillingness to 
disclose her bounty, a certain conscious- 
1 
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ttes9tkit h& father^ who oftea laughed 
at ber romsonac chiBtiiieS) would im ibis 
instance, and with some justice, say^, that 
she had ^ven more than the urgent'ae- 
cc3«ty of the t*e feqmrei- 

At kngth, * overpowered ^>y the^cit 
ttesAes of her yousg . cGsnpaniony^'tad 
urged by her owd weakness, ^he vesolTed 
to send for the mantle, tfaottg^iinaUe to 
pay for itj aiid M^. O* — - waadenred 
ix> fhce the ntande to heit account, as 
well as*tb$ turban« : 

Alas I in all df os^ how (pAckif a Tice 
treads- on the heels of a vhtue l--^To be 
brief: Louisa bad pbw. completely broken 
die w^ resokition^ heyer to run in debt 
again, and in a manner almost reSembtiz^ 
a goDd acdiott ^' and now to stop heiiself 
in ibfe fat£il caredr ^^ras impossible ;«^debt 
succeeded to ddbt^tncunredeitbertoi gratify 
ber 6wi wants, or those of her fnendsi 
tAi^ bec^Une the arbiter and idol of fishioii; 
extta^agan<^^ sueceeddd to ectittvagajicQ 

VOl.U H 
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tad when the time for leaving town ar* 
rived, she found herself infinitely more 
involved than she was brfore. she mar* 
ncd* .; 

True it was that lord Henry, aware 
ofslHier e9q>enses, from h%r rank in life 
ilmd*§ituation as a bride, must have been 
tttraopdinary, pre^nted her with a con* 
^erable sum of money ; but, conscious 
of her embarrassnients, and eager to trj 
any means, however desperate, of extm 
eating herself, in a moment of ranhaes^ 
she had allowed herself to be seduced to 
join a party of fashionable gamesters, and 
die lost in two sitt9igs the wett-metDyt 
bounty of her confiding and unsuspecdng 
husband. 

I will not attempt to describe her feeL* 
ings when, conscious- of conduct whicln 
must, if known, for ever forfeit the esteen^ 
of lord Henry, she tunned ,her ba^ on 
the ntiischievous pleasures of the metro- 
polis, and returned to those scenes^a self- 
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•onvicted culprit, which she left full of 
self-confidence and virtuous exultation* 

LordHenry saw the gloom that hung oh 
her brow, but a^rft>uted it eatbely to fa- 
tigue, froinjtb^^^SMt rotttinet)^ 
to which srehad been obUged^; ar 
he tenderly soothed^ fondly caf||^a ner> 
welcomed her with unabated anerooJftslo 
their country abode, and called her the 
pride a« well as happkiess of his life,— • 
conscience-struck and overwhelmed with 
sdf'rej^roadies, she sunk into hi^ srois, 
and was ccmveyed to her chamber in a 
state of insensibility r 

.y Salutary are the "pangs of cofiscieiice, 
wiien the person tortured by diem is 
left at full leisure to feel their corroding 
power ; but this was not the case with 
Louisa :*-4n less than a m^ntb, a number 
of gay ^nd invited friends came down to 
spend • some weeks at their hotise, and 
^he had scarcely a moment Ibr iserious 
reflection. 

a2 



d by Google 



beeivle 



1*8 THE FASHIONABLE WIFE, AND 

The dissipated^ and the inventive^ had 
alwayi^ some plan of expensive amuse- 
meni toojSfer, sooie tempting proposal for 
new deconydonsy or iffipr9Mj»iT\iSi^ o£ the 
roundsi AAMojSsk having 
' led ^owi tnat iR>e should 
^mSEmeiifite champ^irey her ^dy 
£r)|^amlSftelby,'and some others of the 
gay group, Tanimmediately to lord H^ry 
to inform him bo^ eagerly, his wife de« 
sired this enchan^^ entertainment*^ 

For one mon^^ lord Henry, on hear- 
^&^^ doubted ^ethpr his wife was. as 
jEree from female folly as his doting hacf 
faa4 pswited her; but, the next. instant, 
he if^c^ected th^ complaisance merely^ 
perhaps had led her to approve of. a: 
scheme SO) fantastic; and he coolly replied^ 
that if tfwjry Henry really wished to give a 
/i^te of that de^ption,. he should c^ainljr* 
consent te(ii{| ks his fondest wish wastes 
gratify ai her inclinations, i ^ 

He then accompanied the>self-appQinted. 
.. I. 
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aodstssadress to Louisa, who heard with 
painful cbnfusion what had passed, as she 
was conscikms that if hei- husband knew 
to how much her yearly expenditure 
itad BtnDinited, he Wddd have thought it 
xm|Mrudent, even with his arapk fortune, 
to indulge m^eapenses of such a nature. 

But in Tain did ^ assure lord Henry 
that ^be had no wish .to giVe the Jtte kk 
ipestioii* Hier .generous hosband, con* 
ifittced^that slie refused to own her wishes 
merely from a piiadple of prudence highly 
honourable to faer,^ was th^ more eager ta 
mdulge her; imd J^^wj^ not x>nly was 
obliged at last Do adwrthis costly en- 
tertainment to tafaft^lace, but saw herself 
forced to incu||^oa account of k, many 
personal expenses which she might other- 
wise have avoided. 

Under these painful embarrassments, 
she had sometimes thouglits of applying 

to lord N for t-eli^4 but she knew 

that as her motl^r's fortune came to her 
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on her marriage, his lordship's income 
was so greatly reduced, that he could 
scarcely keep up the state requisite to his 
rank : therefore she felt, but too truly, 
that all she had to do was to bear her 
welLmerited distress in patience and in 
silence, — while, though delighting in her 
husband's society, and in reality prizing 
nothing so highly, the consciousness of 
having acted in a manner unworthy of fak 
wife, made her shrink appalled from m> 
ments of unreserved and solitary conver- 
sation with him, and fly eagerly to the 
society of those%?ho, by their folly or 
their wit, couldj^anieh reflection, and 
substitute glittering gaiety for the more 
chaste splendour of that ch|gfulness which 
springs firom a heart at peace with itself. 

Amongst those whom Louisa selected 
zs capable of banishir^ unpleasant re- 
flections from her mind, was a Mr. 
Trelawney^ a man in the prime of 
life, well born, well connected, (for the 
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blood df several noble famiUes nungted 
in his veins,) said who had improved his 
natural graces by several years residence 
in foreign courts. ' ! : - , 

' Mr. Trelawney had specious and amos* 
ing^ if ncA sterling, talents: he wrote 
pretty verses, told stories witl> consider- 
able humour, had always le mot pour rire^ 
as the French say, and was particularly 
happy in giving in conversatiQii rapid 
dietches of the prominent tndts of cha* 
racter in hisacquaintance^ a talent by^vi^lf 
we are all fond of being amused when k 
is exercised on odiers, but which, we are 
not disposed to regard with complaicency 
when we have reason to suspect it ex- 
ercised on ourselves. 

In shon, he was calculated to inspire 
almost every feeling but that . of cmi^ 
dence ; for, to a discerning eye, he' al- 
ways appeared a masked batteiy :-^while 
his lips uttered moral sentiments, his look& 
alarmed apprehensive modesty by their 



d by Google 



152 7HK WMHIOHABLW, WIFJS, ANt> 

t 

W»enkm acpr«8sioo ; and whUe jdndn^ss 
And adaniatioE were the bnguage of his 
longue^ has ejre aeemed to tiu^ten s$Xr 
casm ; and while it snsaUag aeemed tx> 
iavite to j^OD^aenre^ at was in reality on the 
watch, Meking pcey for satire and severity^ 
'But s^rczBUi and the: pouit of iasfaion* 
fiJin -satii^weQQ j^. alLtfais daager.ito.bc 
^{T|itefartiidfd?iig)tL^AIr> Tiefanmey :^'Hhit 
Jw^iaridifiEHBc^ *iiok sso^mvcii ieomjiMt 
dda Is £ri»n syitfem ; he laid it down is 
a nkaxim tfait everf :«tDinan was inclbed 
io'ifgilkMrf^ and tfatit evicry nian was 
tfaemferd;Jiisti&ed ,in putdng it in her* 
fSBwer :tp: gratify her indoiadons. 
: jHe was convinced that every woman s 
honour might be made the vicdxn of at^ 
la£|c, -if the engines of fear, shame, inte- 
rs, or vanity, were empkyed against it; 
and he did not believe any cjf the s^sc to he 
capable of remaining virtnous, if exposed 
to a strong temptation to be otherwise. . 
: Accordingly, though he was called a 
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rery good huslxand, vnote verses to his 
wife on the birth of every child, and on 
dbe anniversaricB of their marriage^ he was 
the wilfing slave, and ruler in expectation, 
«f each new beauty who blazed in the 
^here <^ fasbicm. 

Louisii Howard, m spite of all her love^ 
liness and talents, he had always neg^ 
lected i but lady Henry Algernon, the 
wife of a man whose superiority of abi-- 
lities he had often felt, admired, and en«^ 
uded, was a conquest worthy of his genius; 
and while he enumerated to himself her 
graces, her beaudes, and her accQtnpiish* 
ments, and thought o£ her increasing ce* 
lebrity^ ** All these,*' be triumphantly ex- 
claimed, ^^ shall be made minister tp my 
pleasure, or my ambition :"*-^ and the 
siege was imm^diaiery begun ; but neither 
avowedly nor actively. He h^4 penetration 
and kncwdedgie -of character, and he did 
justice -to fbfe vim» dt Louisa ; for hesaw^ 
that she liad then at least no dis{>osiddn to 
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gallantry and intrigue, as he knew that she 
was^ passionately devoted to her husband. 

The other pretenders to the favour o£ 
Louisa^ superficial, thoughtless, indiscrs- 
•minadng men of fashion, flattered thehv 
selves that she must have a heart to be^ 
stow, and that they might become objects 
of her preference, because they were sure 
it was impossible that she should love 
lord Henry. 

" And why impossible ?* said Tre- 
kwney one day to. some of these weak 
observers. 

. ** O^ because he is near twenty years 
older than she is, and is such an ugly 
fellow : besides, he is so ill-dressed, and 
so grave : — nay, you must own that she 
•could not marry him for love/* 

Trelawney turned away smiling con- 
temptuously ;^ for be knew that she did 
marry for love, imd that his chance for 
success in his pursuii was not at all to be 
^ fouadfsd on her probable preference of 
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him iii process oF time, but on certain 
weaknesses of characteri»^hich, even v?hile- 
he was the object rather of her dislike 
than her love, would put her happiness 
perhaps, entirely in his power./ : 

He had seen in her a d^ee of irnesd- 
lution, an indecision,: and an inability to 
withstand temptation, though her reasoni 
immediately pointed out the &l(y of com** 
pliance, on which he founded his expec*^ 
tations of becoming the arbiter of her 
fate; while, as he never emended her: 
principles by any marked and improper 
attention, Louisa treated him with a de^ 
gree of confidence and unreserve which; 
^labled h^nx to gain a great ascendancy! 
over her, and made the plan he had ia 
view more easy of execution^ 
• In the ensuing February lord Hemy 
gsid Louisa isetumed to London ^ the for* 
mer dissatisfied with his* re^dence in &£ 
country that year, because his house had 
been rarely free from coaipaay^ and 



d by Google 



156 TXI FASHIONABLE Win, VSO 

fimdy neaolved thai: the xiext summer 
his dcHiifistic enjoyments should not be 
m bioken in upon.: 

. He would haye been seriously alarmed^ 
as well as diapleased, had be known that, 
after, he was rethred to has own apartment 
toread an hour or two before he went to 
bed, eards had been the amusement of 
hk guests i and that Louisa, haTing ^ot 
had .lesolutbn to forbid high play, nor 
enoeti to &rbear joining in it, had <^ten 
seen .some of her gay companions lose 
sums so coQsideraUe, as to change thdr 
thoiightless smiles into frownsiof anguish, 
and had frequmtly stolentohis sideherself^ 
Ideated by the suspense, and tortured by. 
the^sorrows of a gamester. I 

How would he also have been^ dl* 
stisssed, had he known that creditors, cla- 
morous creditors, awauied the wife* of his 
heart in the metropolis ; and that the pale 
cheek which excited his fears, and Which 
with unsJtN^ed fondivess he pressed 4o his^ 
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vns^ roU)ed of its bloom by the. corroding 
conscbusness of ertor, and the dread of 
impending detection I 
• ** This last has been an expensive year," 
said lord Hairy to his ^ too conscious 
wife ; *^ bi:^ it was our bridal yesur, and 
therefore I bless even its e:(travagance. I 
hope we shall now be allowed to live a 
l^le for ourselves: however, we must 
also live a tittle for the world : — so here, 
my love, is fuel f« fresh follies — here is* 
a bank note for five hundred pounds, for 
you, to begin the season with.*' 
' Luckily for Louisa^ on saying this he 
left the room, and witnessed not the mixed 
emotions which agitated and overwhelmed 
her, as she gazed on this unsoKcited and 
nKigilificent instance of her husband's 
boimty,and knew how insufficient it wai 
to^obtalQ-her 9i0re fhan momentary ease. 
She? immediately, however, demanded the 
bills of h^ largest and more importunate 
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creditors, — bills delivered againandagain, 
T— and resolved, faithfully, to discharge 
them. 

' While the bank-note rendained on the 
table Trelawney entered ; and finding it 
belonged tp Louisa, and had just been 
given to h^r by he^ husband, he congra- 
tulated h^ on lord Henry'^s generosity, 
and on the meaos it gave her .of gratify-^ 
ing all her propezisities, , however ex- 
pensive* — Louisa blushed; turned the con^ 
versation immediately, and, soon after, he 
departed. 

r ' That evening they met at the house of 
a lady of quality, where, at the close of 
an entertainment, cards were commonly 
introduced ; and tnany a thoughtless vic^ 
tim, confiding iii the lateness of the lim^ 
of night for the temptation's bemg pf 
short duratbn, ha4 frequ^tly in ooe 
short hour lost more than months of 
oeconopiy have be^n able to replace* 
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^ Louisa wa& at this place of danger 
^without lord Henry, who was attending 
,ius duty in parliament ^ but his recent 
bounty having put it in her power to quiet 
isome of her most urgrat creditors, the 
jsense of present and priessng embarrass- 
ments did not now excite her to phy for 
'die chance of extricating herself; and she 
'was preparing to return home, when Mr. 
Trelawney entreated her not to leave the 
company so early, but join their party at 
cards. 

Louisa refused for some time firmly 
enough, till Trelawney, on her saying she 
couldnotaffordto play, reminded her of the 
bill which she had received that morning, 
and asked her, with such a purse as that 
how she could, possibly be poor y " for,!' 
added he,. ^^ surely yoa have not spent, tt 
all since monoii]^ ! and I conclude that you 
have no debta ; or, if you have, surely you 
are too wise to ps^ them.!^ 
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Loniaa Uushed, and so guikily^ fhat 
Trelawney was ccnvinced she had debts^ 
and that &e bill was already gone;, . 
' and art&lly exclaimed,— «* Welt lady ^ 
Henry, .if you parsist in iieaolving not to 
hazard a few guinea^ on. the pretence of 
poverty,^--! must conclude that you have 
either estrava^andy squandered in one 
4iay sey^ralhundrcd pounds, or that some 
hungry creditors have unmerd&dly de- 
:voui?ed it.** 

Had Louisa boasted^ the self-respect 
whichshe once possessed, her reply would 
have beoL such, as so impertinenta speech 
Reserved. Of wbs^t; importance to Tre^ 
fowney t^M it that Louisa decliiied play,. 
m that prudence or poverty had its*^are 
in her' detempination ? But, conscious how 
well Trelawoney had diyinfed boUi her cha- 
ra<^tl^- and. he«f ^ ireaL ^uMitiMi^ and avc^rse 
to cohfinn his sttqn[db|is>b^c<imiinuia^ to 
decline playing, . she' fofcfd a. faoKt. femile 
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at bis impertinence, as she called it, and^ 
producing a few guineas, sat dpwn to the 
table. 

She played ; she won ; and, elated by 
her success, and knowing lord Henry 
would be detained^ at the house to a late 
hour, continued to play, till, imceasingly 
Hxg^ ^n by^jtbc ^eers>or emreaties of 
X^l»wiie^;ib(^>iU itself^ wai prod}iQedt 
and; nml^ ^. rwbo^ ^f k lost before 
the pajrty hroke up. 

JU 4ay4>reak X40uisa returoed bprne^ 
«df*abased, eelf^condemned : and when 
lord Henry came hack from the house^ 
Jbis heart glowing with the conscioysness 
of having 4one his duty to his country^ 
his wife, instead pf welcoming him with 
nrakeful fbndn^s, and demanding from 
JiQU a detail of what had passed, was glad 
to feign sleep to avoid his inquiring eyes^ 
^pd to conceal <i)i^bat was too legibly* writ-* 
4ep on h«r countenance--*-rthat .while he 
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had been scrapuloudy fulfilling his duty, 
she had been grossly violating hers. 

The next morning the tradesmen, who 
had been appointed to come and receive 
their money, called, but in vain ; and as 
they were departing, Trelawney appearedii 
He soon found out their business ; and his 
suspicions being awakened by what passed 
the night before, he ccmtrived to see 
Louisa's maid, ^ girl whom be had long 
known, and who made no scruple of 
bwning^^to him that her mistress owed a 
great deal of money, and lived in daily 
terrors lest her lord should discover it* 

" What, then,**^ said Trelawney, *' she 
is afraid of his violence, is she ?'* 

** O no, — quite the contrary ; but my 
lady loves him so dearly that she is a&aid 
to grieve him„ I fancy, and also to make 
him think ill of her.'* 

"I was right, then,*' thought Trelaw- 
fteyj ^* and this terror and thk tender 
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^apprehension viriU I tiim to my own ad- 
vantage.'* 

. A very few days after, the disappointed 
creditors renewed their demands,with tha 
addition of some other claimants; and art- 
fully, contrivmg to call when, they had 
learnt from the servants, their master and 
mistre^ were most likely to be together, 
they were all delivered while ksrd Henry 
was breakfasting with his wife^ who, for 
an instant, was gone into the next room, • 

"What have we hereP* cried he^ 
taking np the papers, some of which 
were sealed, some qpen :« -— ** how is 
this I — bills ! and some of a year's standi 
ing ! — ^Louisa,'' he added, as pale as 
death she re-entered the room, ** I 
thought I gave you money when we left 
town last year to discharge all these ac- 
counts?" 

« You did so/' 

*'Then why were they not discharged ?•* 

Louisa answered not, but sunk almost 
5 
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fiufitbg into a dak ; white lord Henrys 
nearly as pale as herself, perused the bills, 
and found that they amounted to con- 
siderably more than two tlionsand pounds! 
What a faloir to a husband who doted as 
be did on his *wife$ and who l^elleved diat 
the had.aot a iiuk in tbe world ! 
. A&9XiSL tuSeKe nf .ceaiBiderabie tength> 
dtMSOg wUth time iozdlHisnry {faced liie 
coOta litL'/vlolfiOt citation, iwinle Louisa^ 
leaning nn a table, Ud her fzAe ia faer 
bmdt^ uoaMe to endure the ^ight of the 
^^Ofltqp wiachifae occaflkmed^faer-nnbai^ 
kusband -ix^th. gycat fffcot said^ ^^Tbk 
U a $vc$ghty demand, bn.. ihe^ tnadasi; 
tndiAie ftr wfakk I am' wholly unpre-^ 
pared.; — but these . debts shall be dis- 
charged as iBOon as I can procure the 
money* I have never been in th^ lud^it 
of making a tradesman wait for* his mo- 
ney myself, and I will,* as far as in me 
lies, extricate my wife from the disgrace 
of being known to pwsue a difierent line: 
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of conduct* In the mean whib, madam, 
I: will trouble you to lend me the bin 
which I gave you a few mornings ago ; 
lislesSy indeed^ it hasr been etr^a^^ ia 
the payment of other debts." 

Louisa, at this moment^ rendered de^ 
speiate by the cold and. scornful mannei" 
in which lord Henry spoke, and convinced 
that his good ojMnioa'was entii^ely test, 
resolved to confiBSs sdi hmr errors ; and 
raistng her head inim her hands, she i^ 
plied, ^' I have not the money to 'give 
you : it is all gone/' 

*^ Gone !-— Was it expended ih the 
payment of debts, i*?^ ;• > 
. ^^l intended it should be< sd,'* sh^ a!n'« 
swered ; " and some of the tradesmen^ 
whose biXsyou have just been examimngj. 
came hither by appointment the day after 
I received the^ oioneyv *to receive the 
amount of their cfebts: hui, — ^^' 

" But what V eagerly inttrmpted lor* 
Henry.. . ' ^' ^ / ': • -' 

1 
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** The night before," contiriued she in 
« tone of teaiiess emotion, ** I— I lost 
nearly the whole sum at cards." 
^ Lord Henry, on hearing this, clasped 
his hands in agony; then exclaiming, 
^^ And she games too !'' he rushed out 
of the room^ and shut himself up in his 
Qwn apartment. 

It wasthen mid*day,and at^ven o'clock 
he vfdi^ to go to the house in order to re- 
sume the debate of the night before : Imt, 
alas ! the noble daring of the patriot and 
the fire of the oratdr were quenched in 
domestic affliction ; and he, on whose ac- 
cents the preceding iligbt an applauding 
^csate^had hung, and had looked up to bis 
faknts as its hope and its pride, now bdw- 
cd to the earth by disaf^intment ^* where 
he had garnered up his soul/' was now 
thrown across his bed^ overwhelmed in 
the deepest anguish^ and had foi^ttea 
all the ardour of the polidcian in the woes 
dF the husband. At length, however, he 
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made a vigoroiis efibrti and^ shaking off 
the selfish despondence vrhich oppressed 
him^ repaired to the scene of his public 
and now painful duty. 

Louisa, meanwhile, denied to every 
one, and "in a state of mind even more 
wretched than that of her husband, passed 
the day in her own room,a-stianger both 
to appetite and rest. Night came, bu| 
she could not prevail on herself to go to 
bed i and she sat- up, anxiously expect^ 
11^ yet dreading, the return of her hus^ 
band. . 

Her own maid, who was tenderly at* 
tached to her, suspecting the cause of hef 
grief, and knowing that lord Henry had 
left the house without taking leave of her^ 
resolved to sit up al$€S and meet him 
when he returned, to inform him .of the 
state in which her lady was. — She did so^ 
and appeared Wore, him with so per- 
turbed ansur^^ thai lor4 Henry anxious^ 
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and eagerly asked if any thdng wa« the 
matter. 

" My kdy, sir/' she relied, straggKhg 
^ith her tears, — 

•?WHat of yow lady?'^ ^aSd Re; 
•* f« God^s sake, speak !*' 

'« Orfly, my Jor^ she is very ill, I am 
afraid ; she has been on the sofa sdi day^ 
and has eaten nothing } but I coald nM 
pr^ail on her to go i^ b^ dtt yottr lord-' 
ship came home/' 

Lord Henry teamed a deep si^h, a&4 
repaired to his own apartment. ** So,'* 
cried he to himself when there,-—" no 
^eGF-command, iiior the ka^ ;-^4ier idi* 
stress^ and the cause, no ddubl laiown by. 
this time to all the servants ! — But still— 
t;irouId not se)f-comm^d teive been in 
^s caste little bettet" tl^ft a^ aptitude at 
cBssemMingf — Yte^ yds. -^ O, Louisa, 
woiild'thfti! Aid want of aelf-goremm^e 
veref eM thy Auh^MThea again> sb^ 
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could eat, she could laugh, while con-^ 
scious of committing these despicable er- 
rors ; but, now 6he is detected, she sickens 
and she sighs. Ah! I fear it is only the 
detection, not the crime, which agonizes 
her. And from what a dream of bliss 
have I been awakened ! The delusion was 
so sweet, that the reality which now bursts 
upon me isjnore than' I have fortitude to 
bear with composure : — ^but she is very, 
very young/' — And Louisa would not 
have been flattered^ had she known hqw 
often her husband found it necessary to 
recollect this circumstance, and how often 
he repeated, "she is so very, very young !'* 
In soliloquies and reflections like these, 
and in walking up and down the room, he 
passed the greatest part of the night ; and 
it was quite morning before he ventured 
to enter -the chamber of Louisa ; while 
the reporters of the newspapers, who had 
been lavish in their praises of his eloquence 
the preceding day, were preparing to iu- 

VOL. I. J 
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form the wortd that lord Heiiry Algemoa 
was not as conspicuous and ammafied s» 
usual ki the last n^ht's debate, and bad 
the appearance of labouring under a se* 
vere cold. 

O woman, waman ! while such is your 
influence — ^while your guilt can unman a 
hero, palsy the firm nenres of a patriot, 
and rob an orator of his eloquence- 
how great should be your discretion, and 
how cautiously should you use the power 
which the creator of the world has givea 
you ! 

When lord Henry entered Louisa's 
room, h^ found her traversing it with ra- 
pid and disordered steps : she started, and 
turned pale on seeing him ; and then 
walked silently away. 

** Why are you not in bed ?" said he 
in a faltering voice ; for the woe visible 
on her countenance had wounded him to 
the soul, and his heart again whispered 
him — " she is very, very young/* 
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*' To bed !** replied I^uisa : *' I can- 
not sleep :*— I believe,** she added, hdd^ 
ing her hand to her head, ^^ that I shall 
never sleep agam/' 

" Are y©u 60 self-condemned, then V* 
said lord Henry^ 

" That I have long been/^ 

** And yet the reproaches of your own 
conscience, the dreadful pangs which, 
more than any thing else, are the terror 
of the virtuous, those you could endwe^^^ 
but the dread of mine, I see, overwlwtms 
yoii% I had rather that you had been 
more in awe of your own/' 

" Then you must wish me not to love 
you,** she replied* " While I possessed 
your love and your esteem, fof which 
alone I wish to live, even though con- 
scious of not deserving them, I was happy : 
— I now feel that I have lost them^ lost 
them through my own mad folly j for I 
have heard you say that you coiild not 
love, for a moment, the woman whom 
i2 
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you had ceased to esteem." Here her 
voice failed, and she burst into tears. 

" Yes, I have often said so," replied 
lord Henry deeply sighing : and Louisa 
continued, " I know it ; and I know that 
you have resolution to act up to whatever 
is your sense of right :** — 

" You think so !" again sighed lord 
Henry. 

— " I therefore wish, ardently wish, 
that I may not long survive this moment. 
All I dare to ask of you is this, that you 
will keep my delinquency a secret from 
my poor father : he has often sworn 
that he never would forgive ' me, if he 
knew that I had ever played ; and I 
wish, besides, to spare him the pain of 
knowinjg the unworthiness of his child, of 
whom he is now so proud.** 

" Rest assured,** returned lord Henry, 
*' that I will, spare him the mournful re- 
cital : I cannot be barbarous enough to 
inflict such a pang on him : — ^alas 1 1 feel 
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only too acutely myself, the misery of 
being forced to think meanly of a being 
whom I considered as a model of every 
excellence.— *Oh, Louisa !'* he exclaimed, 
tears forcing their way down his manly 
cheek, '' how happy we have been !" 

AH that his wretched wife had suffered 
before was nothing to the agony of that 
moment. The sight of his tears rendered 
her frantic; she fell at his feet, she im- 
plored his pardon j she tore her hair, she 
uttered convulsive sobs 5 till at length, 
worn out by the violence of her feelings, 
she was undressed, and laid insensible in 
her bgd. From that state she h\l into a 
daepi though perturbed, sbep i and whan 
she awoke, she found that her head 
reclined on the arm of her husband ! ! I 
will not attempt to describe her feelings, 

" It was your Jirst fault,'* said he, kiss- 
ing her pale cheek, " and I forgive you ;* 
but beware a second. I know that mo- 
dern wives and modern husbands would , 
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laugh our distress oa this occasion to 
scorn : but I look on myself as accojont* 
able to the being who gave me wealth, 
for the use to which I put that wealth } 
and cannot behold, unmoved, hundreds, 
nay thousands perhaps, squandered at 
the gaming-table, and in frivolous ex- 
penses, which might have been employed 
in the encouragement of virtuous ia« 
dustry and the arts, or in succouring m- 
digent merit :^-and, oh, Louisa! hovr 
could I bear to reflect, that this thought- 
less offender was the beloved wife of my 
heart!" 

Louisa wept, promised amendment, 
and, on pretence of indispootion, passed 
the day in her . dressing-room, ponder- 
ifig over, and shuddering at, her past 
tranagressions ; and firmly resolving to 
act in future so as to regain her husband's 
esteem. 

In the evening, terd Henry brought 
her money to discharge all the hills which 
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he had ae^ and dAed her whether there 
were not others abo to discharge- This 
questian disccmcerted her ; and with a 
degree of ai£auatioa which persons in 
debt often have when 2»ked that question, 
even by those the most willing to relieve 
them from all thdr embarrasanents, she 
ansvt^ered, m a confused and hurried man- 
oer, that she beUeved ^e had still a few 
trifling debts, but that they were of no 
.consequenioe. 

True it was that she meant to be ceco- 
noasical; and pay them by instalments: 
but, still, nothing could excuse her <fis* 
mgeouousness at such a moment, as her 
remaining debts amounted, at least, to 
two or three hundred pounds. Alas! 
she had wandered far in the path of error ; 
and it is difficult indeed to recover the 
right way, even when it is kiadly pointed 
out to us. 

Lord Henry saw her embarrassment, 
and dared not inqijire too minutely into 
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the cause of it ; but he felt that his con- 
fidenc in her was destroyed, too proba* 
bly for ever ; and the only idea that at 
all consoled him was, as before, — ^" she 
is so very young !*' 

The next week, there was to be a 
large assembly at her house ; but some 
of the company had been invited by 
Louisa to istay supper, and renew after- 
wards the play of the evening. 

This last part of the engagement Louisa 
now wished to break through ; but lord 
Henry thought it was better that it should 
take place.—" It is only for once," 
said he, '^ and retracting such an invita- 
tion would perhaps expose you and me to 
unpleasant animadvermoni. No^ — let 
tbem stay \ and, should they pr^ss it^ I 
would even wish you to play with them { 
but, after that evening, I beg that you 
will associate as little with that set as po&* 
sible.'' 

The party assembled ; the invited few 
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Staid supper ; played : Louisa played, with 
them ; and, contrary to her usual custom, 
she won a considerable sum, and chiefly 
from Trelawney. It would have been 
safer for her to have lost. Lord Henry 
sighed, prophetically, when he saw her 
success ; but Louisa secretly congratu- 
lated herself on it, as she found that her 
winnings would go very far towards pay- 
ing the debts which she had not dared 
to own to her husband. 

Another month elapsed ; and Louisa, 
having withstood all temptations to high 
play, and expense of any kind, began tp 
feel in spme degree reconciled to herself, 
and to hope that lord Henry beheld her 
with some of his usual complacency : but 
she could not hide from her conscious heart, 
ihat his manner was changed; that he view- 
ed her often with a look of distrust and 
sorrow j and that, in their hours of retire- 
ment, he no longer talked to her on the 

I 5 
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important subjects which, as a public 
character, engrossed his mind, in a man* 
iier calcuhted, as his manner used to be, 
to convince her that he considered her as 
nearly his equal in the scale of creatiaii: she 
had proved herself a very woman ; ami 
from having been the object of his h^faest 
admiration and esteem, nay, almost of his 
veneration, she had simk herself into an 
object of pity, distrust, and rq)rehensioa. 
True, tUe faults which had occasbned this 
were past: but they could not be forgotten, 
though forgiven ; and while she felt lord 
Henry's tenderness for her to be as ardent 
perhaps as ever, ^le could scarcely hdp 
exclaiming,^ Oh ! restore me, if possible, 
that respect and esteem whi<^ gave sucK 
value to your tenderness, and which I 
knew not how to prize sufidcntly till I 
found that I had lost them/' 

During all this time Trdbnroey was an 
attentive obserref of LcuMi's cx)sdu4:taftd 
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countenance ; and having learnt from her 
servant all that she knew on the subject 
of her late distress, be was convinced that, 
could she be led into a second error, the 
dread of being again exposed to the angrf 
omtempt of her husband would mduce her, 
perhaps, to consent to any terms, in order 
to conceal her faiKngs from him. Besides, 
he was now so highly esteemed by her, 
and her pride was so soothed by ob* 
serving in his manner that respect and 
esteem which, from lord Henry, she 
was so painfiHy conscious of having 
forfeited, diat her attention to Trdawney 
was so marked, and the softness of her ad- 
dress to him so encouraging, that, without 
' being immoderately vain, he might ima- 
gine, that, could he once force her by 
any contrivance to be his, the object whom 
necessity had at first led her to favour, 
might soon become that of her choice. 

At length, an opporttmity, a fatal op* 
portunity, offered rf putting his plans in 



d by Google 



180 THE FASHIONABLB WIFE, AND 

execution, and when Louisa was in a 
frame of mind, too, which did not pro- 
mise to be very favourable to his purpose : 
for, as she happened to enter the draw- 
ing-room unobserved by her husband, 
who was conversing with a gentleman, 

she overheard him say, " So, lady D , 

is at last dead, is she ? So much the, bet- 
ter J for she had long outlived the respect 
and esteem of her husband ; and in that 
case a woman had better be in her grave." 
—"1 think so, -too," replied his friend : 
and th^se words were scarcely uttered, 
when lord Hpnry turned round, and be- 
held his wife leaning against the door, 
with an expression of sadness on her 
countenance for which he well knew how 
to account. 

In an instant his face was covered with 
a conscious and almost repentant blush j 
and tenderly taking her hand, he told her 
she looked fatigued, and led her to a 
chair : then, turning to his companion, he 
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took care by engaging him in conver- 
sation to withdraw his attention from 
Louisa. i. 

It was well that he did so ; for her hus- 
band's words had sunk deep into her 
heart. — " Ah ! were I to die nozi;," she 
thought, ^^ conscious as he is that I have 
forfeited his esteem, he might regret me 
for his sake awhile, but not for my own T* 
and unable any longer to conceal her 
emotion, she took the first opportunity of 
^ leaving the room. 

In a short time lord Henry followed 
her ; and by the increased kindness of 
his manner she saw that he comprehended 
the exact state of her feelings ; nor could 
she see it without a painful conviction at 
the same time, that he was endeavouring 
to satisfy her heart and his own for the 
consciousness he felt of her being sunk 
in his esteem, by every possible demon- 
stration of yet surviving affection ; and, 
humbled to the very soul, she had scarcely 



d by Google 



182 THE 7ASH10KABLE WIF£, AND 

resolution to answer his inquiries ccmcem- 
ing die maimer in which the rest of her 
day was to be disposed of. 

'* I <fine t^te-d'4ii€ with lady M— — /' 
she faintly answac^d. 

•* And I/* answered he, " dine at the 
Praice of Wales's coffee-house, and shall 
go thence to the house, where, if the ex- 
pected motion come on, I sfasdl stay all 
night : but, brfore I go, let me give you 
tfiese bills,** he added — ^ I heard you ex- 
press a wish that you could assist your poor 
friend Sandfbrd with money to purchase 
an enstgncy for his son ; — ^bere are three 
hundred pounds for that purpose ; give 
diem to him, and tell him, that when h» 
son is a gene^ you expect to be repad.'^ 

Louisa did not eren attempt to articu-t 
kte a single thank ; but, throwing hensetf 
into her husband's aims, ^e relieved her 
oppressed heart by sobbing on his bosom ^ 
he then went to his appointment, and 
Lou^ retired to* dress, for hers«. 
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Lady M , the £riend with whom 

she was going to dine, had been, diough 
she knew k not, the (Aire ame of Tre* 
lawney, and was sdU a convenient agent 
for him. She had engaged Louisa to 
dine tiie^-tSte with ber, in order that 
Treiawney night cadi in by accident after 
dinner^ and that then die might pretend 
to be called away, and leave them alone 
together \ and this scheme, concerted be- 
tween lady M and Trelawney, was 

not at all difficult of execution. 

Louisa kept her appointment, and dined 
with her fdseiiiend. While diey were 
drinking coffee in the bmuUiry Tidawney 
came in ; and on lady M— ~-'8 express* 
ing ber surprise at seeing him, he told 
her that he had long du'eatened to come 
and take his revenge of her at piquet, 
and that now the moment was arrived. 

^So muck the better,'' relied hdy 
M-~--^, ^ as our £nend lady Henry is 
beise no see far play/' 

^^But it will not be very annsiBg to 
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our fair friend to be only a looker-on,'* 
observed Trelawney. 

" Indeed, you are mistaken,** hastily 
answered Louisa : ** I have abjured play 
myself, but I can still be interested in 
seeing others engaged in it : besides, I am 
too stupid either to entertain or be enter- 
tained this evening, and shall therefore 
gladly sink into a mere witness of other 
people's enjoyment." 

, While Louisa said* this, Trelawney 
fixed his eyes on her £su:e, and with an ex*> 
pression so ardent, that, for the first time, 
she suspected that he entertained for her 
sentiments warmer than those ofiriend- 
ship ; and when she observed that he 
sighed frequently, did not attend to his 
game, but played, as lady M remark- 
ed, ^ even worse than ever,' so that it 
was no pleasure to her to win every game 
— ^which she did not fail, to do, — ^Louisa 
could not help looking on herself as in 
some measure the cause of his inattention. 

He was, too, sinjgularly- eager to drink 
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repeated glasses of the chasse caffe which 
stood near him; and sO much did he 
extol its efficacy in raising the spirits, 
that Louisa, feeling herself unusually de* 
pressed, contrary to her usual custom, 
was prevailed upon to drink two glasses of 
liqueur. 

After lady M had played several 

games, and won all, Trelawney declaring 
himself the worst player in the world, 
she was called out of the room, but re- 
turned immediately, in well-acted distress, 
to say that her steward was come up from 
her estate in the country to talk to her 
on business, and she must leave lady 
Henry for an hour at Uut ; but she hoped 
she would stay, and allow Mr* Trelawney 
the honour of entertaining her till she 
returned. 

Louisa begged to go away directly, but 
lady M would not hear of it : be- 
sides, she had not ordered' her carriage 
till eleven o'clock, and lady M dc* 
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dstted diat k was xiot in her pewor to 
•end her home in hers: she was tberefom 
left alone with Trelawney ; and for the 
fim time in her life ^feU that she 
was alone with him. 

Trelawney hknaetf allowed hie counter 
nance to express the love which he had 
at first willed himself to feel for this 
charming woman, hot wUch now he 
could not have helped feeling if he wwld; 
and vri^e IxMuisa averted her conscious 
face from his gaze, she felt the silaice in ^ 
which they both sat grow every moment 
more embarrassing : she now took up the 
cards, and endeavoured to r»Uy Trdaw* 
ney on Im want c^ skill at the game of 
piquet. 

** I never played well,'* repKed he sigh* 
ing; "and to-night it was impossible for 
me to attend,--^an you pUy ?" 

" Yes i and tolerably well, too : but 
I have forawom cards/* 

** Indeed V exclaimed Trelawney :— 
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" ^-/&rfl^*~-I never told you of it before^ 
but I confess that I have. accused you in 
my heart of meatiness" 

** Me! of meanness !"--^ 

*' Yes ;— ^ou won a large sum of mo* 
ney of me at your own house, and have 
always refused to give me a chance of win- 
ning it back again, on the stale pretence 
of havH^ given over playing ait caards/' 

" It was not a pretence-— it was zfacty^ 
returned Louisa, blushing indignamly at 
the charge, * 

**But it was a well-timed fact/* 
replied Trelawney with a sneer:-— 
^' however, 1 rejoice in that symptom rf 
avarice in you ;— for, when I could gaze 
on a woman till my very senses ache with 
the idea of her perfections, 'tis a relief 
to me to know that she has at least one 
fault ; and this fault, sorry am I to say, 
I have heard lately even your friends 
attribute to you : to others I would not 
«wn you guilty j but, to myself, I couW 
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not deny that you had recently exhibited 
strong symptoms of loving money more 
than such a woman ou^ht to do : — for in- 
stance, you left oflf play when you were 
a winner of several hundreds, and for 
the last six weeks you have partaken of 
several fine entertainments, without hav- 
ing given any in return*" 

*^ Mr. Trelawney !** criedLouisa, start- 
ing from her seat, trembling with in- 
dignation, for she knew how virtuous 
were the motives that had be^ so vilely 
traduced. But to justify herself from 
this charge, by owning the truth, wad 
impossible} and she r^seatdd herself) 
coldly assuring him that he was wdcomd 
to attribute her conduct to any motives 
he pleased, 

^' Nay, nay, I did not mean to qffend 
you," crieu Trelawney, grasping her hand 
and gazing passionately in her face,— ^ 
*' but I love to abuse you — ^I dare not 
praise you^ — for — would to God I had 
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never seen you !" he muttered between his 
teeth, and, throwing her hand from him, 
paced the room in violent agitation,, 

^« Mr. Tr^lawney,'* said Louisa coldly, 
" we had better, I believe, sit down to 
piquet." 

" Cest Id oiljeVattendois^** saidTre- 
kwney to himself — ^and to cards they 
went. 

" What shall we play for?'* asked 
Trelawney carelessly. 

" The lower the better," replied Louisa ; 
*' I only want to ^h,"^ pour passer le terns.'* 
" Oh ! as you please, ma'am,'* replied 
Trelawney with .an air of pique ; " you 
are resolved, I see, that I shall not win 
my hundreds back again !" 

" Remember, sir,*' returned Louisa, 
" that I know myself to be much the bet- 
ter player ; therefore I need not care what 
the stake is." 

" Nor will / care : therefore, a^ it is 
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«t my pent and not yours, I nnMb^to 
fday high"---4un]ing ai very coDsSA^aitAe 
stake. 

Louisa he^tattd. — ^Trae, at her own 
house the last night oa whschs&e had playi^ 
ed, she had played with her husband's con- 
sent, and in his presence, at a rate as high 
as that which Trclawney named : however, 
she could not bear to be accused of mean^- 
ness and avarice, diou|^ erroneously; and 
at last she consented to play for die sum 
which he mentioned, depending on lady 
M ■ s return to break up their party, 
and also on her own ddU to preserve 
her from any bad losses. 

Alas ! she knew not that Trelawney 
possessed a secret, of which though he 
would have scorned to make use while 
playing with a man, and for the sSke of 
gam only, he had no scrupk of availing 
himself in* order to give himself a 
chance of possessing the woman whom 
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lie loved r-^Hhis secret Wis the art, taught 
}sun by a CS^nMn juggler, o£ dealing him* 
teii any hand of ourds which be pleased. 

At first, the unsuspecting Louisa was 
allowed to ma game after game^ till 
the avarice of a gamester was indeed 
awakened in her, as she contemplated her 
mcreasing gains. But at that moment, 
by a trick of Trehwney's art, and when 
he, m seeming despair, had doubled his 
bets and his stakes, she lost all she had 
won and something more, and, rising up, 
declare she would play no longer. 

" I thought you did not mind losing," 
cried Trelawney maliciously. 

" Nor do I," replied Louisa, blushing, 
scarcely knowing what she did, and sit- 
ting down again. Trelawney drank a glass 
of liquenr : "You had better do the same," 
cried he: and Louisa, conscious of in- 
creasing agitation, followed ifis advfce. 
The usual glass he had changed for a full- 
sized one, and Louisa unconscbusly drank 
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it. The consequence sooii was, that, as 
she continued to play, her head, grew 
more confused, and her feelings more 
irritable. 

She continued to lose ; and in propor- 
tion as she did so, she went on betting 
still higher. At length she found she had 
lost above a hundred pounds, arid had 
no cash to discharge the debt, unless 
she made free with the money given her 
by her generous husband for the assist- 
ance of a distressed friend. However, it 
was too late to stop. Her only chance of 
redeeming herself was by going on. — 
She did, and won one game. 
, Trelawney was then to deal. Eager to 
see her cards, Louisa took up the first six 
before the rest were dealt. It was a sixieme 
— ^Trelawney knew it. — " Now," said he, 
** Lady Henry, lef it be double or quits." 
Louisa consented to the proposal, and 
Treiawney, having packed the cards, gave 
himself point, quint, and quatorze !' and 
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his unhappy victim had incurred a debt of 
near three hundred pounds to him ! 

The agorty of that moment completely 
dispersed the confusion which the liqueur 
had contributed to occasion in her mind; 
But the extent of her danger and. distress 
had not yet burst upon her. Trelawney 
saw her anguish, and artfully pretended 
to attribute it to fear of her husband and 
of hi3 resentment. 

" Fear !'* she exclaimed, "fear of his re- 
sentment ! Ob i that feeling were heaven to 
what 1 this moment experience. No j — 
'tis the bitter consciousness that. I deserve 
to lose, and shall lose, his esteem, that 
hurries me to madness ; that I shall ap- 
pear to the man I dote upon, and to the 
most perfect of beings, as a creature 
worthy of nothing but his contempt! — Oh! 
if youAnew that man as I know him ! if 
you knew all that he has done for me ! 
*Twas but this morning, that *' Here, 

VOL. I. K 
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unable to proceed, she threw herself on 
the sofa, and groaned aloud. 

** But why, my dearest lady Henry, 
why should you expose yourself to your- 
husband*s contempt ? Why need he know 
what has passed V 

** He must know it. Am I not in your 
debt, sir, and without the means of paying 
you, unless assisted by him V* 

" Then, could you pay me without his 
luiowledge, you would be easy ?" 

*• Easy ! Yes, as far as the reproaches 
of my conscioice will let me be. — Easy ! 
Yes; could I biit preserve some little share 
of his esteem, I should be comparatively 
happy — ^but that is impossible/' 

** Dearest of women, it is not impossi* 
ble. The means are in your power," cried 
Trelawney, falling at her feet, and daring, 
to make l^Spl^. to her^the conditions of 
her secShty from her husband's resent- 
ment. ^But words would fail to give 
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&n adequate idea of the mute horror and 
surprise with which Louida list^ied to his 
insulting and profligate proposal; and 
read m it the degrading idea which her 
weakness ui one respect had led him to 
form of her in all. — She spoke not, she 
stirred not, and but for the meaning con- 
tempt and indignation expressed in her 
count«iance,Trelawney might have doubt- 
ed whether she really existed. At length, 
roused to exertion by die continuance of 
his presumptuous declarations, she rose 
from her seat, and, clasping her hands 
together^ exclaimed — ^^ Just heaven, well 
am I punished for my errors, by an in* 
suit like this i** 

She then took from her pocket-book die 
notes which lordHenry had given herin the 
morning ,and presetted them to theastonid^ 
ed and disconcerte(fTrelawneyi^" Take 
diem, sir," ^e cried with the quickness 
of a desperate but determinedmind; ^^they 
were destined to a different purposes^but I 
x2 
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will not remain in your debt a ' mc 
ment : you shall give me the change 
when we meet again/* And now looking 
at her watch, ^' I shall ring for my car^ 
riage.** • 

In vain Trelawney knelt and expostu- 
lated. Louisa made no other reply, than 
that, as she found the bell did not ring, 
he would oblige her by calling her ser- 
vants. 

'* It is not eleven, and they can't be 
come." 

** It is past eleven, and they are always 
punctual.'* 

" You must not, shall not go yet ; I 
will not call your carriage.'* 

** Then I will call it myself,'' she ex- 
claimed ; and before he could detain her 
she had reached the bottom of the stairs, 
and seeing her servant, in another mo- 
ment she was seated in her chariot and 
drove from the door. 

<' Home!" criedthe footman. " Home!'* 
2 
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repeated Louisa to herself, *' home ! Not 
yet ;'* — ^aixd letting down theglass, she de^ 
sired to be driven to the house of her 
apothecary. 

When the carriage stopped at the door, 
and th^ servant caaie to receive her or* 
ders,the lamp glared on her face, and 
he started at sight of her pale cheek and 
^^rdered.eye. ^ My lady,'* cried the 
man, " are you not well, my lady ?" ^ 
: : **' No r such a tooth-ache t Call Mr. 
Unwih inuriediately/* : -' 

. He came, bowing too low tor notice the 
pale countenance of Louisa- 

".Mn Unwin,** cried she, "I am re^ 
turning home distracted with the tooth- 
ache : — ^for pity's sake, give me some lau* 
danum directly !*' 

« A small bottlefuU, my lady ?'' 

** Yes, a small quantity. — ^But now I 
think of it, Mr. Uawin, I shall, want to 
take some into the country with me, so 
let me have a large bottlefull at once." 

" Very well, my lady, I will." 
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He procured the laudanum, and gave 
it into the sr^rvant^s hand : but thoij^h 
the lamp still glared on her iacc, he saw 
not the sad and desperate expressicm of 
her countenance ; he saw not her parched 
and quivering lip ; and he heard not the 
deep, iaherkig, zad umisual sound of 
her voice. To him, she had only the 
tooth-ache : she said so, and he was satis* 
fied. 

How many people hoi whout sieving ! 
Xx>uisa in a few minutes reached home : 
when there, ^e summoned her maid to 
her dressiQg-room^ and told faer ^ ttaottsfaft 
herself €hoiild^it up till lord HewyTe- 
turned, however kte be jaaight be ;** imt 
desired her to go to bed* 

The servant affectionately replied, ** I 
am sure, my lady, you are not weU; there- 
fore I beg that you will go to bed, and let 
me sit up/' But Lco^isa, who was with 
difficulty able to keep her feeHngs in any 
bounds, in a loud tone of voice, and wkh 
a sternness wholly unusual to her, . corn- 
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Bianded her " to Cease her impertinence, 
atidb^ofie!** 

The ascoQished servazit with tears ia 
ber eyes d^eyed.— LouiBa looked after 
ber as idse door closed, and exclaimed, 
*^ Boor thing ! I have hurt her feelings : 
iMkit she will fergive me to-morrow/* 

She WHS now k& alone widi her own 
dhonghts, aad dey were xiougbt but 
wiietchedness and despair — ^and the isieans 
of instant death, wese in her power* True^ 
^ ledtihatalBineleenit vwhard, irery 
lord to die ; iiut aQths^ made Hfe valo^ 
idtdewae gone from her fer ever. She 
knew that she liad now &>r ever ferfeked 
^he ecleem and lovie of lierliasband ; and 
had not lord Henry himself pronounced 
her doom ? had he not said that mornings 
** that it was better for a woman to die, 
than survive the esteem of her husband?*^ 

Louisa was npt conscious of it ^but the 
bitterness with which ^e dwelt on this 
observation, and • the conscious blush 
which crimsoned the £u:e of lord Henry 
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when he saw how Louisa applied it, added 
a motive of resentment to other reasons 
urging her to suicide. To be regretted 
by him, to be the object of his agonized 
admiration, for having energy enough t<> 
punish herself for the vices which long 
habits of self-indulgence, rather than vi- 
cious propensities, had caused her to coih- 
xnit, was a pro^ct so dear to her,.that, td 
realise it, life itself was not. too great a 
sacrifice* . She little knew the strong and 
discriminating mind of her husband ; sh^ 
little knew how weak in his eyes that being 
must app^r, who imagined that one great 
fault could be varnished over, <3r atonell^ 
for, by the commission of a still greater-— 
and one which admits of no repenfculce or 
reparation ; she was not aware that suicide 
appeared to him no better than rank self- 
ishness, and indolent cowardice. 

But |he had erred, and she could not 
bear to encounter the dreadful conse- 
quences of her error. The ardent attach- 
ment to her husband, which ought to have 
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deterred her from evil, now only wakened 
;Ui all its force, to show her the height 
from which she had fallai, and that her 
only alternative, in the very prime of 
youth, was misery or death ! — She had 
never learnt to bear even the pain of 
trifling privations and self-denials as expi- 
ations for offences; and. the same impa- 
tience of suffering, diat had always hurried 
Jier into indulging every wish as it rose, 
BOW urged her to the commission of self- 
murder !. 

Sometimes, indeed^ the thought of her 
father, and of his childless age, came 
across her mind, and imnerved her reso- 
lution ; but then sh^ recollected that he 
loved her so tenderiy that he would rather 
follow her to ha^ grave, . than behold her 
languishing, in mental .affliction ; and 
again with a firm hand she gasped th^ 
benumbing draught, placed it beside her,, 
and sat down to write:a fenewell letter to^ 
her husband, and a fewlines to Trelawney ;. 
K 5: 
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To the latter sbe wrote thus : 
^^ You knew me to be weak, and you 
basely took advantage of my weakness ; 
and yomr friend lady M entered 

only too successfully into your plans*— 
I u^erstaiid it all now y — ^but, despicable 
contrivers as you are, you failed m your 
worst and uldmate purpose. No ; though 
you could lure me to the vice of play, 
and convert into an impoverished game- 
ster the wife of one of the noblest dfmea^ 
neither your artifices nor my fears could 
tempt me to purchase concealmt^t and 
security from my husband's anger, by 
the surrender of my honour to your 
licentious passion. Monstier! I coidd 
trample on you, for having indulged 
the hope even for an instant. What ! 
am I not already too snwordiy of such 
ahusband? 

^ Tou wonder, probably, why I con* 
descend $b wriie to you at all — ^and vAxy 
I write thus«~J[iiow, dien, diait ^n^iile I 
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wnte^ the means of self-destruction are 
in my reach; and you, by the error 
into which you and your vile agent be- 
trayed me this evening, by luring me to 
the card-table^ have precipitated me into 
an untimely grave* I cannot live, and 
be die ob|act of my husband's contempt 
and avecsion ; my soul dot€s on him 
too fondly.^*— Listen, dien, to the words, 
of a dying woman I Man of intrigue 
and passion, Tepefit of thy iniquity^: I 
am one of thy victims i beware how thou 
sedcest after others. Let the remembrance 
of me fill thee with salutary remorse 1-— ^ 
Out of pity to thee, and love for my 
husbsmd, I will not urge him. to revenge 
by disclotsing thy treachery to him ; but 
that my last moments may be marked by 
asQ act of loercy, the knowledge of thy 
crime ^H die with me„ and thou shallr 
live to tbxnk of tny untimely fate, and! 
for rq>en£ance anid amendment. -*- 

** Farewell i— ^I forgi^ thee,. 
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'. This note she directed to Trelawneyv 
is^d then mclosed in an envelope to her 
own servant, desiring her to give it to 
Mr. Tpebwney. 

The letter to lord Henry was as foU 
lows ; 

' •* When you read this, best-beloved of 
my soul, I shall be insensible to the ex- 
presstcois of regret and pity which it will 
probably occasion you ; and^ alas ! pity 
iny selfishness while I own. that I could 
better endure the consciousness of your 
suffering the pangs of unavailing regret, 
than bear to live, and be the object of 
your contempt and indifference* I have 
sinned past forgiveness. The money 
which you gave me to perform an act 
of generosity, I lost this evening at the 
gaming-table 1 I could not bear to Itve^ 
and make this degrading confession ! — 
and did you not yours^ say, that a 
woman had better die than survive the 
esteem of her husband ? 

. ^' I have only one request to make tot 
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you : — Continue to be a son to my poor 
father ; desert not his childless age, as I 
hare been forced to do ; and never^ 
never let him know, or even suspect, how 
I died, or the cause of my death. But 
I must fly from this subject. O God I 
with such a husband,, — the delight of his 
friends, the pride •of his country, — how 
happy I might have been ! — While I am 
writing this, an applauding senate per^ 
haps is hanging on thy words, and listen- 
ing delighted t(f that voice which I shall 
never hear again ! And what a welcome^ 
what a recompense, must await thee at 
home ! — ^A wife writhing under the consci* 
ousness^f disgrace^and error, or stretch*^ 
ed before thee a self-^nnirdered corpse ! I 
cannot hesitate on \frhich. of these two 
horrors to make my choice. I could 
not endure to encounter the coatemptuoua 
glance of thine eye: therefoBe,. farewel]^ 
for ever! — O that I could once more 
hold thee to my heart !--^But I am un^ 
worthy of such a blessing.^— Be this. 
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then, my twily fereweU !— I fly from Ay 
justice to the merCy of my God. 

« Louisa/* 

Having dosed tWs letter, haring writ- 
ten her husband's nsmie on k, gazed on 
his name for the bst time, and pressed 
it to her pate and parched lip, she 
breathed an audible prayer to the Being 
into whose jM'esence she was madly and 
impiously rushing, begging him to for* 
give her, to bless her iiusband and her 
father,~-and tben^ with the quickness of 
desperate resohition, ^ put the fetal 
draught to her fips. 

At this moment her hand was sud- 
denly ^2ed, and the poison dashed oa 
fee ground. She turned^ and beheld her 
husbafid !-^and, shrinking irom bis awfui 
frown, sunk en (he ground in a state 
rf insensibiKty. 

Though the unobservant 'being from 
whom Xomsa had procured the lauda- 
num had not'behetd her as ai! ob^ of 
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anxious curiosity, whea with a disordered 
imen and {altering voice she stopped to 
request it of him, there was an eye at 
that moment which read her looks with 
terror and suspicion )-— there was a heart 
that had throbbed with apprehensive 
agony at the hollow sound of her voice, 
and whose prophetic fears had whispered 
the means of saving her from the medi- 
tated'destruction* 

Lord Henry, finding that the expected 
motion at the house would not come on 
that nighty was returning home, when he 
saw his own canii^e at Mr. Unwin*t 
door ; and alarmed lest Louisa should b^ 
suddenly tak^i ill, he approached the 
door, muffled op in his great coat and 
. unperceived even by Itos servants^ just as 
the laUBqp disclosed her pale and mourn* 
ful face to the view, and as widi a fal- 
tering voice, and with thaEt motion of the 
Ups winch diows fhem to be parched and 
painfiil) she askod for laudanum oiTpre* 
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tehee of having the tooth-ache^ and, with 
an expression which struck terror to his 
heart, desired that the bottle should be a 
large one; 

He was too deeply read ia her counte>> 
nance not to know that something dreadi> 
ful had happened to her f and he was now 
too well, aware of the impetuous violence 
of her feelings, and of the want of delibe- 
ration of her character, not to fear that 
the dangerous drug was designed for a 
most fatal purpose ; — and he was on the 
point of discovering himself, and accom<- 
panying her home, when it occurred to 
him that he had better reach home before 
her, desire his servant not to mention 
his return, and then- conceal himself in 
Louisa's dressing-room to watch her mo* 
dons ; and, should^ his fears be just, rush 
out and save her &oni her own despair. 

He had done so : he had hiddai him^ 
self behind a curtain in a deep recess op^ 
posite to her writixigrtable ;. and, througfv 
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an aperture in it which he had purposely 
made, he could behold all her actions^ 
and see all her agony and irresolution ;— ^ 
nor could her agony have exceeded his 
own, while he awaited the final event :--»• 
at length, her despair reached its climax ; 
he rushed out^ and, overcome with a 
variety of dreadful emptions, his guilty 
and unhappy wife lost in tempo.rary 
death the c^it^iseiousneds of her delinl- 
<quency, .^ -* 

t . Lord Henry raised her from the ground^ 
and bud her on. a pouch, scarcely know*- 
ing what he. did, or how he ought to 
act. Sometimes he feared that his senges 
had deceived him,— -that he had come 
too late, and she was really dead :— then 
he hung over her in phrensied distress ; 
and, calling her by a thousand endearing 
names^ clasped. her in agony to his bo- 
som. But at length be saw her bosom 
heave convulsively ; and while unwonted 
tears burst down his manly ch^eks,^ hear 
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tecoUection seemed on the point of re^ 
txmsmgj aad ihe used every proper jBeaiis 
<e restore her eniire^y to life. 

At last, when her senses were nearly 
restored, he» for one moment move^ suf* 
fsred At vaan and i^ husband to supesr- 
Bede the sepioTcr and the jn^} aadi^ 
tmfirindag a long and fond kiss upon her 
UpSj he strained her almost viUly to d^ 
htast wbidi die had :sk> deeply irouoded ; 
then, struggling \dth his feelings^ hk 
jfSimBlenaMe se^aasunled its sad fie«erky } 
jMd when her opening ^yie met ik, tcv- 
«ified at ils stem rq>raving glaoKser, ]6he 
aMeted a deep .groM ; and, falling at Us 
licet, besought hisfoty afid his pgorcbn^ by 
ber uplifted hands and imploring eyes* 

"Kneel to thy God! and not to me,'* 
replied lord Henry ; ** him have you 
n»>st offended. CoMrardly, yet daring 
wonum ! who, rather than meet the an* 
ger of a creature frail as yourself, could 
idare to encounter that of an omnipotent 
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aixl impeccable Bdng! Are you aof 
terrified at the reflection^ itbat, bttt^iM 
my unexpected iiiter&rencej you m^it 
at this moment have been traaab)iag in 
the presence of a judge, far, far more 
awful than I am ! — Let me vaise you 
jfrom that posture ; mock hkn not \iith 
the attitude of humility, "tfrhile your pfoikl 
heart defies him !" 

So saying, be forced her frfsn (he 
ground, and seated her <m tke 8g&. 

^^ But what d]?eadful crkn^'^ cciitinued 
he, ^^ can you have committed, thttt abcftiU 
have made you so wveiebed mA do de« 
sperate ? — ^Thesc v6& doid>t wiU iafbrat 
»e,'' he Gontioued, iAia^ Mp t|ke fecters. 

" Oh ! not that ! — for mercy's sake do 
not read that P' cried Louisa, trying to 
seize the letter enclosed for Trelawney. 

Lord Henry, widi a counteaance ler« 
rible in anger, and wkhboldiag the lett^, 
replied, ^' This is no time for mystery 
and reserve^ madam," -^q|)id instantly 
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broke the seal : the envelope fell to the 
gtound ; and he saw the name of Tre- 
hwney on the address. 

" Merciful God!'* cried lord Henry, 
•* what new crime (as yet wholly un- 
suspected) have I still to learn T* 

Louisa understood his suspicions; and 
for a moment she triumphed in the con- 
sciousness of innocence! 
- 'With ^ eager eye anda beating heart 
be devoured the almost illegible scrawF;; 
^ Villain ! villain l'' he excbiihed, whea 
he had ended. \ 

^< I feared this !'^ cried Louisa, clk$p^ 
ioig her hands m anguish* 

** Feared what ?^' interrogated lor* 
Henry, 

•* That you might revenge the intended 
injury to your honour by — '^ 

^* By meanly sacrificing to a sense of 
personal injury, my duty to my country 
and society ? No, madam, no ; I will 
i\ot condescend to. risk my life against 
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that of a villain ; or, by depriving him 
of existence, be forced to shelter in a 
foreign land, and leave unfulfilled the ac- 
tive duties which I think it incumbent on 
me to fulfil in this. No. You have made, 
me miserable; but not even you shall 
be th6 means of leading me to an action 
which would degrade me in my own eyes. 
I will set you a nobler example than you 
have given me : I will not rush on de-., 
sperate actions to escape from wretched- 
ness, but I will stmmon resolution to 
bear my misery with fortitude." 

*^ But your misery," cried Louisa, " is 
not self-incurred j no remorse mixes with 
it. ; and therefore it is comparatively easy 
to bear : but mine was —^ — ^** 

** The coTOequence of your own want 
of conduct J and to escape it, you dared 
to commit a crime still worse than the 
one for which you suflfered.-^— Ra^h, un- 
thinking, selfish woman ! If no religious 
restraint withheld you, could you not be 
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restrained by the dread of the anguish* 
which yoti were about to inflict on pur 
husband and your Istther ? But no — ^yoa 
felt for no one but y&urself ; and selfish- 
ness IS always the characteristic of suicide, 
•* This letter I perceive is addressed to 
me," he continued, and was going to read 
it instantly; but his courage &iled him, and 
be resolved to read it alone: he therefore 
retired into the next room ; and Louisa, 
glad of a moment's solitude to compose 
her troubled thoughts, spent the time of 
his short absence in a fervent address to 
that Being whose forgiveness she needed, 
and whose mercy she had experienced. 

When lord Henry returned, she ven- 
tured to raise her eyes to his face ; and her 
heart felt one ^solitary throb of pleasure, 
when she saw the trace of a tear on his 
cheek. 

The letter had indeed beguiled him of 
numy, but he made no comment on it. It 
was however easy to abienre, that he con* 
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^nued his just reproofs with visile effort, 
»d that be steadily avoided iookiBg at 
Louisa as he spok^ 

** But we had better retire to rest now,'** 
he at length obsenoed-— -^^ and you sha^} 
know my foture will to-morrow/' 

^^I cannot rest,*' exclaimed Louisa* 

**Then pray," answered lord Henry: 
and taking a candle, he immediateiy retired 
to a chamber at a distance from Louisa, and 
left her to commune with her own mise- 
rable thoughts in solitude and sil«)ce« — 
Lord Henry too bached his solitary pillow 
widi many a bitter tear ; but hk resolu* 
tion was taken. 

The next morning he sent to invite 
himself to bresJdiast with Louisa in her 
dressing-room ; but his servant hastening' 
back into his chamber, with looks of 
alarm informed him that lady Henry 
was dangerously ill, and that her atten* 
dants begged him to come to tier imme^ 
diakely. 
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Lord Henry ran directty to her apart- 
maty and found that the account of her 
illness was not exaggerated ; and that the 
agonies of mind which she had endured the 
preceding evening, had had a fatal effect 
on her frame. He immediately dispatched 
a messenger for medical advice, and then, 
as kiiidly as if she had never offended 
him, took his stadon by her bedside, and 
anxiously watched beside her. Not that 
he owned to himself that his motives for 
attending by his wife's sick' bed were 
wholly attributable to anxious unsubdued 
affection; on the contrary, he laboured 
to convince himself, that he acted thus 
fromf fear lest in her delirium she should 
disclose what" had happened the night* 
before, and that therefore it was proper 
no one but he should if posJble approach* 
hen 

Nor was this precaution unnecessary : 
during several days of delirium, scarcely 
a day passed in which Louisa did not 
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allude to the horrors whidh iiad over* 
whelmed her hedth and reason ; and while 
she rdfused to take any thing but from 
the hand of her husband, she continually 
addressed to him the most pathetic prayers 
for pardon. 

At length the fever subsided, and Lou- 
isa recovered, to feel as great reality of 
wretchedness as any which her delirious 
fiancy had pictured. She recovered, to read, 
in the cold reserve of lord Henry's manner^ 
that a severe punishment for her faults 
awaited her ; to fear that she had indeed 
lost his affection for ever, and that his at- 
tentions to hef had been the result of 
duty only. She knew not that the hand 
which now coldly avoided the touch of 
hers, had, while^ she was insensible of 
•kindness, grasped her burning arm, and 
lingered on her rapid pulse with terrified 
and anxious fondness ; that the arm on 
which she now vainly endeavoured to 
lean, had supported her in her unconscious 

VOL. I. h 
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phrensy, and clasped her with unabated 
tenderness ; and that the lip which now 
breathed nothing but cold inquiries after 
her health, had often kindly and fondly 
pressed her burning temples, and addressed 
to heaven the prayers of agonized and 
apprehensive affection. 

But lord Henry still persisted in his 
attendance on her ; and lord N., whom 
he had constantly kept out of her sight, 
assured every one that " there n^ver was 
such a fond husband as lord Henry ; that 
he would suffer no one to come near his 
wife but himself ; and that he was sure 
they were the fondest and happiest couple 
in Europe.'' 

In the mean while lord Henrj^ this 
happy husband, and Louisa, this beloved 
wife, were on the eve of forming arrange- 
ments for their future way of living; which, 
though perfectly consistent with the for- 
mer's ideas of justice, were fatal to every 
hope of happiness entertained by the latter. 
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As soon as Louisa was able to leave her 
own apartment, lord Henry i-epeated his 
former request to be admitted to breakfast 
with her in her dressing-room ; and sum- 
moning all her resolution, she rec^ved the 
dreaded visit. 

When the almost untasted meal was 
removed, lord Henry addressed her thus : 
*' Though the fear of injuring my peace 
has not been strong enough to prevent 
you from the commission of the most 
pernicious errors ; and therefore I must 
consider you as loving yourself far be- 
yond any other human being ; still, I 
believe that you entertain for me sincere 
and unabated love ,- and that it is not the 
dread of what the world may think of 
your conducf, but what I think of it, that 
agonizes your heart at this moment/* 

" True, most true !'* was her answer. 

" But I feel,** resumed lord Henry, 
** such respect for the opinion of the 
world, and such fear, of its just censure, 
l2 
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not only of myself but of my wife, that 
I am anxious to hide from it every part 
of the late horrible transaction. — Mr. 

Trelawney and lady M for their own 

sakes will be secret ; and we for ours. 
Therefore we will appear to every one to 
live as if our union were still cemented by 
the best of all ties, mutual corifidence and 
esteem. In private only, conscious as we 
are of the barrier that exists between us, 
we will live as strangers to each other/' 

'* As strangers !" exclaimed Louisa, 
starting from her seat. 

*' I have said it,*' he coldly replied. 

** Oh ! this is worse, far worse than 
dying r she cried.—*' Cruel Algernon ! 
why did you by your kind attentions en- 
deavour to save my life ?" 

*' That you might live for repentance^* 
he answered. 

" Yet, yet be merciful in your justice,** 
returned Louisa. — " Send me from you 1 
I cannot, cannot bear to live under the 
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jsame roof with you, yet find myself an 
alien to your affections !" 

" What ! were the world's censure a 
matter of indiflference to you, could you 
.bear to break your father's heart, by the 
knowledge of our wretchedness, and your 
fatal errors? \i you are cruel enough to 
disregard the consciousness of his misery, 
/am not. — ^Kind, good old man ! I will 
not convert thy parental pride into shame 
and repining. — No : as far as dppend^ 
on me, thou shaltgo.down to thy grave 
glorying in thy daughter." 

** My lord," cried J^ouisa, *'I am re- 
signed to my fate j let me be the only 
sufferer.'* 

" The only sufferer T* returned lord 

,Henry. " Oh ! Louisa, *' A long 

pause ensued. At length lord Henry 
said, *' I have well considered this un- 
happy business, and I am convinced that 
it will be proper for the world to think you 
still the object of my love and adoration/* 
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*^And do you mention the world'^s 
delusion as means of consolation to 
me?'* 

*' No, madam, I do not wish you to 
be soon consoled — I wish you to undergo 
salutary suffering for your faults, and to 
be amended by dint of trials. No. I 
shall on principle be pleased to know, 
that while an admiring world looks up to 
you as its idol, the flattered idol abroad is 
a wretch at home. The hour of uncon- 
ditional pardon and pernicious indul- 
gence is past. I cannot take to my 
bosom a wife so weak and criminal ; for 
your projected suicide, instead of raising 
you in my eyes, has sunk you still lower. 
As a christian I forgive you, but as a hus* 
band I disclaim you! — (Here his voice 
faltered.) — ^I have one thing more to 
say — ^I demand a full and true account of 
all your debts ; and when they are paid, 
the allowance which I shall give you shall 
be so ample, as to preclude all tempta- 
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tion to run in debt again ; at least, none 
but what habir, sa often powerful over 
reason, shall hoW out, I think, I am 
sure, you will never play again/* 

*^ Bless you, bless you for that !** crfed 
Louisa, bursting into tears; and lord 
Henry hastily quitted the room. 

In every thing lord Henry^s plan was 
punctually put in execution. As soon as 
he had paid aU her bills, he gave her the 
first quarter's itilowance of a most bounti- 
ful yearly stipend. . He even paid her in» 
finitely more attention in public than she 
ever received from him before ; while the 

deceived lord N was often heard to 

exclaim, with tears in his eyes, "Lord and - 
lady Henry are a pattern for married 
^people !" , • 

' Luckily for him, he saw not the interiot 
of their family ; he beheld them not in 
their hours of retirement ; he knew net 
that it was now so^ painful to them to be 
alone together, that lord Henry was glad 
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to iavite a widowed sister to take up her 
^bode with then^* «i^ 

Lidy Aane came, and was not slow to 
discover ti^e marked contrast between her 
]>ri)ih^'s mwner tq bis wife ^i public, 
und iu private ; nor was it long before 
the affectionate ^arnestt^^s^ Qf h^ in- 
quiri^ drew frp9i Loufsa ^cgn^^^, that 
Iter own ii?iprudencie^ |i^^ ^^n^4 fr9™ 
her the affections of her hi^sb^qd .--<'' 3utp 
giuilty as I am/' cried she, •' I did not 
think he could 90 completely havethrofrai 
me froitj his heart/* 

*^0h, dp Qot beUeve j:hat fap h^ done so, 
my dear ^ter : you are noyv oply under- 
going a probation. When he thinks yo^ 
have expiated your pj^t errors by a life of 
self-denial and virtue, he will forgjive you, 
and love you as tenderly as ever."— • 
** Alas !'* replied Louisa, " when I have 
^one through my probation, and even 
with honour to myself, it is but top pro- 
bable that there will be no love remain- 
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ing in his heart, to reward me for all I 
have endured. Nothing in this life is 
stationary, no not even afFection. If it 
does not increase, it must unavoidably 
diminish; and never, never to relax in 
the coldness of his manner in private, 
proves, indeed it does, that his heart is 
for ever lost to me V* 

Thekin.d ladyAnne could only weep, and 
pity her ; for she looked up to her brother as 
to a superior being, and could not blame 
any measure which he thought proper to 
pursue. But Louisa, whose feelings were 
wounded to the quick by the conscious- 
ness that lord Henry loved her no longer, 
though well convinced that shehaddeserved 
to lose it, sometimes proudly resolved to 
hide within her heart the misery which 
she felt, and not allow him to suspect the 
anguish which she endured. .But the 
next moment she declared that he should 
see her the hopeless wretch that he had 
L 5 
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made her, and the whole world should 
know her sufferings, and learn to pity 
while it condemned hen But then she 
recollected lord Henry's desire, that what 
had passed might be kept secret from 
every one : and with a desperate sort of 
resignation she vowed he should be 
obeyed. She therefore took care to be 
continually in company ; and observing 
that the agony of her mind had impaired 
the mantling bloom of her cheek, she 
repaired its ravages by art, and so skilfulFy 
that lord Henry, not suspecting the de* 
ception, and seeing his wife shining widi 
imabated beauty, concluded that she felt 
but little ; and mourned in secret over 
her want of proper sensibility. 

Thus, unfortunately, while only seek* 
ing to deceive the world, she also de» 
ceived her husband, and estranged his 
heart still further from her. But in this 
instance, lord Henry, in wishing her ta 
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act a i$art before the eyes of the public, 
was as culpable as she was; and. they 
added one more to the many instances, 
that openness and smcerity are always 
more conducive to happiness than dis- 
guise and duplicity. 

Sometimes ovei-whelmed and humbled 
by the consciousness of her husband's 
superiority, Louisa resolved carefully fo 
examine whether that superiority was as 
real as her youthful enthusiasm had ima- 
gkied it to be ; and she endeavoured, in 
the gay and often accomplished gcoup of 
young men who surrounded her, to find 
some counterbalance to the sense of his 
oppressive worth. And while they praised 
her talents^ and paid respectful homage 
to her charms, she endeavoured to look 
on her youth, as an. excuse for her errors, 
and to consider lord Henry as a severe 
and merciless judge.. 

One evening, flattered and followed^ 
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she had aicceeded in lulling her remosse 
to sleep, and had begun.to believe that 
the homage of the admiring group around 
'^her was nearly as .valuable as.theesteem 
of her .husband ; and that a foolish. par* 
tiality alone had made her believe in t^e 
eicluave excellence of lord Henry; .when 
lord Henry himself entered.-- — ^-Instantly, 
as Delphine says, she saw ;"i<e^ rmmtces 
de r affectation 3Qrtif^ J*'. The lively .ap- 
peared flippant ; the relater of stoties, a 
mere? twaddler (to use a well known 
phrase); the sentendous observer, affected 
and pedanik ; the pleasant satirist, an 
xmprincipled defamer; and the man of 
wit,.a concdted coxcomb. 

There was an unpretending simplicity 
and good sense in lord Henry Algernon ; 
a dignified composure of manner, and . a 
modesty not at all inconsistent with man- 
liness ; which was so ^ure a pledge, that 
though every sentence he. uttered beamed 
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shjning, ^anfl i^ieant xtot -to shine, ths^t* 
(]yOuj$a hs^ted herself for havpig even 
wished to degr^fide i)im tx> ♦her own level ^; 
^d ^t^red to |)er ch^n^d^er, yw^en tl^ 
flittering crowd yirasgone^more nuser^^J^^ 
^more^sflf-condemned, more provoked ut, 
'^yet piore in love with, and proud of l)§r 
^husl^^md, than ever,-— ^' And thjs is x\\e 
.man whom I have presufned to a^ct If 
-she cried ; '^ this is the man from ^w^c^p 
I have eternally separated myself !*' ,T^e 
^ thought was agony, and the morning 
found; her unr^freshed Ijy sleep. 

; More than a.y ear had nqw elapsed sin^ e 
Lquisa*s last conversation with herJhiig- 
band in her dre$sing«-room. But thopgh 
art could hide the decay^ofher bloom,^at 
could not disguise theravages.which secret 
sorrow made in her form. That roun^- 
ness of contour, wUkh made her figure 
so beautiful, was npw Ipst ; and- her fa%n 
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cheek proclaimed that some sufe '^but 
secret cause was mining h«r health away;. 

Lord N was amongst the first to 

observe this, axtd he was fortunate enough 
to attribute this appearance to a very 
welcome cause.. He had long wished to 
see an heir to his estates and ford Henry^s, 
and he now was convinced diat this happy 
moment was approaching. Nor was it 
fong before the delighted old man ventu^ 
red to hint bis feelings oft the subject to- 
Jord Henry himself. 

** So, my lord Henry !'* cried be, lean- 
ing on the head o£ his cane, and looking 
very archly up in his face — " So ! — ^Whea» 
&mily secrets can no longer be- con- 
eealed, I suppose then I am to be made, 
acquainted with them !^' 

*• Secrets, my lord !" cried lord Hen- 
ry, starting from his chair — 

" Yes, sir ; and I do think it was very, 
wnfcind in you to keep me in ignorance.!*' 



d by Google 



0KFASHIOKABLE HUSBAKD* 231 

'* My lord," exclaimed lord Henry, 
** you alarm and distress me beyond mea- 
sure. What is known? — what ought 
I to have revealed to you ?*' 

** What you must know it would 
give me the greatest pleasure ta 
hear/* 

Lord Henry started, and went badL 
to hiis seat. 

" All is safe,*' he said to himself j^ 
** for what I hav« to telf, a fitther could 
not have pleasure to hear.'** 

" Come come, Henry, away with these 
reserves,** continued Ibrd N* , •* and 
let me congratulate you and myself on 
the happy prospect of an heii* to both our 
families." 

Lord Henry again started from his seat 
— " This is too much," he exclkimed— - 
** Who has been sporting thus wiih your 
Ibrdship's credulity ?" 

Lord N looked aghast — ^^My. 
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credulity ! Let me tell you, sir, no one 
should^priesupie to sport with that/* 

*' I beg your pardon, my lord, biit in- 
deed you are midnformed/' 

"I tell you I can't be misinformed — 
Sox Ih^ve not been informed at all : — mj 
eyes were my mformants — and so they 
i^e Qfli^r people's." 

Lord Henry for a minute stood gazing 
en idtn ypih horror ; — ^bjot, recollecting 
.himself, he said : ^* My Wd, it is a mis- 
take ; it is not as you imagine." 

*« ,Well, sir," replied lord N pet- 

^tfehjy, ** jou shall have it as you please ; 
j^but if Louisa is npt in a family way, 
what is the .reasgn .of her ill looks? 
Answer me that.'* 

/^ Her ill Ippks 1 I did npt know, that 
she rf2V/ look ill/* 

f ' No I — Why,sheis a mere shadow, sir; 
and as she has no apparent indisposition, 
it ia natural, you know, that one should 
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attribute it to a certain and very desirable 
cause. But if you are sur.e of what yovi 
affirm, He|u-y, why, then, why, th^, the 
Lord have mercy on my poor child, for 
she must bp in a pfMisumption V 

So saying, with his handjjterch^ef at his 
eyes he \^t th^ rooni, lp?vin^ lord Henry 
resoly^fi to W9^ch Louisa's loo^s, and 
lioping ^^0 fin^i tjfciaf h^r f^^ff fgaifs 
. wei^e as i|l foi^4f d^ hji^ l^!RP$§ \^3^ PpP^r 

J^t ^a^n I^puif^ ^et b^ ^^^,^ the 
evening, as blooming and as anix^gtf d a^ 
^ever. • frue, ^he ys^ tjtua, y£ry tbjin : but 
dis^pation zpd ]^te ho;i^r| ^ght jsu^cjieEXt- 
iy accotmt for t;^atj and isjigh^g oyer 
her want of stability of fef&ig, he conti* 
jaued to t^k that his dpm^^c happiness 
was destroyed for even 

Jn tlje mejip whUe, lord} JiJTTTr was 
resolved to discover by all ir^eans in his 
power, hojv ,far hi^ .hqges vvere reajly ill- 
founded ; and for this purpose hp int^jf- 
rogated Louisa's confidential sery^jit. 
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" Oh dear, no, my lord— certainly not, 
my lord,'* was the answer. 

" So, all positive people in this house, I 
find : but then, if this be not the case, 
why does your lady look so ill V 

" My poor dear lady ! Oh, my lord, 
I assXire you I don't wonder at my lady's 
ill looks at all, for indeed she never gets 
a wink of sleep without laudanum. She 
walks about her room, sometimes all the. 
night long — ^and so she has done many 
months/' * 

Lord N ■ ■ was stupefiied with sur- 
prise.-—" And what does her husband 
mean by siriffering it ? Why does he not 
forbid it ? A fine fancy, indeed !" 

" Dear me, sir ! my lord dees not know 
it." 

* *^No 1-^He must sleep astonishingly 
sound then." 

** Oh dear me, my lord \ my lord sleeps 
at one ^d of the house, and my lady at 
the other/* 
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" So, so!*' muttered lord N , after 

a pause of indignant and perturbed asto- 
nishment. " But I will know the mean- 
ing of this before I sleep," he exclaimed ; 
and went in search of lord Henry. 

On meeting with him, " I have seen my 
daughter's woman, lord Henry, since we 

last conversed," said lord N , ** and 

I have heard strange things :— But ^^ hat- 
ever be the cause of the separation betweea 
you and Lpuisa, I trust that her infidelity 
is not the cause of it !'* 
. Lord H^nry did not answer j he only 
bowed his head in assent. 

<« Sir, if I thought it w/aV' cried the 
old man, ^^ she should answer for her 
crime to we,sir. I would, yes, sir, I would 
forget, if possible, that she was my only 
child, my only joy on earth, sir ! es, sir, 
I have a Roman spirit, sir !" Here he 
burst into tears ; and lord Henry, much 
moved, solemnly assured him that he 
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^lieyed his wife*s honour to be without 
spot or blemish. 

*' Thank you, sir, thank you !** replied 
lord N ; ** but I knew it could not 

be otherwise. But then, wherefore is it 
that ypu never meet but in public ?" 

Lord Henry did not answer. 

*' My lord Henry Algernon, you seem 
one Qf thjB most rporal of men ; yet there 
are hypocrite? in the world, and 1 am 
%lmost teipj^ted tp b?lievp thaf ypu are 
one. It is very stpnge, very strange, 
upon jny*spul!** 

Still lord Henry was silent. 

*' your fair-seeming men,V continued 

lord N » ^*are sometimes very ill-act- 

ifig on^, I know, and — " 

Lord ^.enry now prepared to leave th§ 
roon?. 

" Stop, ^top, ^ !'• — angrily-r." one 
question once for all : — ^Do you, do you 
•-^haye you a,nother attachment, sir :'* 
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" No, sir,'*— coldly repKed lord Henry, 
and left him. 

Lord N J greatly enraged, vowed 

not to rest till he brought Louisa to a 
confession, however ; and on going to hd: 
apartment he found her alone. 

On seeing him, she affected great gsuety, 
and begged him to be seated ; but when 
he entered, (he had heard her singing in 
an under and broken voice a very mourn- 
ful air, and to words expressive of regret 
for past happiness,) 

^* It will not do — ^it will not dip, lady 

Henry,*' said lord N mournfully : — 

^' these skipping spirits can no longer im- 
pose on me — ^they are not natural — ^not* 
more, I protest, now I look at it, is your 
fine colour ! Oh, Louisa ! I see it, I see 
very clearly, you are dying of a broken 
heart r 

Here tears choked him ; and Louisa, 
throwing herself on his neck, and joining 
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her tears to his, declared she was quite 
well, and that his suspicions were wholly 
unfounded. 

*' It will not do — ^I am not to be im- 
posed on so— Your husband — '* 

** Is one of the best of men.'* 

*' And of husbands, I suppose ?" 

^' Yes, of husbands/' 

" And you, therefore, are the happiest 
of wives ?" 

To this home question Louisa could 
not answer j but her lip quivaing, and 
her eyes filling wth tears, she turned to 
the window, unable to speak.' 

'* Seek not to deceive me, my dear 

child," continued lord N ; " I know 

the terms on which you live with 
your husband, and therefore I know, that 
though you both keep a fair appearance 
to the world, something dreadful must 
have passed between you. — Have you not 
quarrelled ?'* 
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** No ? — Perhaps some foolish difference 
of opinion, not conducted with teqiper^ 
brought on irritating language, and 
neither of you has, as yet, chc^en to 
make conce&ions? Perhaps you veQtured 
to disagree with your husband on politics; 
and you know, child, he is very tenacious 
of his opinion on those subjects." 

" Indeed, my dear father, I should 
never have thought of disputing with lord 
Henry on any subject, much less on one 
on which he must be so much better in- 
formed than myself." 

*' Then what is the cause of your dis- 
union ? Answer me that." 

" I cannot." 

*' Are you jealous ? Do you suspect 
your husband of an attachment to any 
other woman ?" 

'' Oh, no, no." 

*'Do you think he has ceased to love 
you?" ' ^ 
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"Ifearhehas/* 

**^ Indeed ! Listen to nie, ray child — I 
€ee very clearly that, whatever be the 
cause, you are not happy ; and that your 
life may be the sacrifice 6f this strange 
and mysterious grief.— Lord Henry is as 
mysterious as you are.— But mark me — 
if he cannot or will not make you happy, 
why, I must ; and I shall insist on a perfect 
reconciliation taking place between you, 
or that you return to your father. On this 
I am determined, and I leave you to medi- 
tate on what I have said/' 

" Then, there ia but one thing to be 
done," said Louisa to herself: "I must ask 
lord Henry's leave to declare my culpabi- 
lity to my father, as I cannot bear to see 
my husband for one moment an object of 
suspicion or anger to him. No : let 
me only be blamed, since I alone am 
guilty.'' 

She then, before she entered her car- 
2 
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riage, which was to convey her to an 
^ssembiy, wrote the following notef-^— 

** I conjure you to allow me to disclose 
our sad secret to my fiither ; justice de- 
mands it of me* I can bear his anger, 
however violent, better than the consci- 
ousness that he blames you, though I alone 
am guilty.'* 

Lord Henry read this note as he was 
dressing for the same party to which 
Louisa was already gone ; and he read it 
again and^ again : it was the first instance 
of coniBdential intercourse that they had 
had since their separation. " There is some 
feeling in this request,'* said he to himself j 
^*but then her feelings so soon evapo- 
rate!^* and with a deep sigh he care- 
fully put"* the note in his pocket-book, 
a^d went to the party. 

It was both crowded and brilliant : but 
lord Henry's eyes looked only for Louisa. 
He wished to* see on her countenance 
traits of the sensibiUty which dictated her 

VOL, I. M 
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note-i He «aw her 9s blooming and ani- 
mated as ever* ^' Ab\I I see her charac- 
. ter will never improve— ^there is no chance 
^for our ever being happy again !" sighed 
lord Henry » though he could Oot hdip 
owm|[^ that she was very thin indeed. 

At this moment Ic^rd Henry observed 
an elderly geatleman, of a very intelligent 
countenance^ contemplating Louisa with 
n great deal of interest, and be felt ^ desire 
of kn9wing,whatbe dare^notasktokbow; 
namely ,what,physiQgnoniically, bethought 
ef her hce ; when^ to his^ great s^fac* 
tion, the gentleman addres^j^ kun» and 
said, " Youj sir, I pcrcwe, Kfce myseli^ 
have been lookmg for some time at that 
very beautiful and interesting woman." 

*^ I h$ve, sir : it is a countenance to 
dwell upon — ^is it not ?*' 

^* It is, indeed^ sir," replied the gentle- 
man, - * but with very p^iitfuJt interest^* 

« Sir !" cried lord Henley^-^ 

^' Wh^tj sir !*^ repM tl»e other, ^ do 
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you not see that ber gsuety is all assumed j 
and that under those snxUes and that 
bustling vivacity she hides an aching 
heart?" 

^' You are ^ very acute examiner^ I 
see, sir," replied lord Henry with some 
degree of pique^ " 1 see no such thing." 

^'No!" 

*• No, sir : — ^a wwian pining in secret 
would not hav^ such a bloom as that/' 
\ " Bloom as that 1 — Such a bloom is to 
i>e bought arty where, believe me." 

^* Sir, let me assure you, lady Henry 
Algernon's colour is perfectly naturals I 
know it, sir — be assured I do*" 

" Well, sir, I shall not dispute the mat. 
ter, especially as you may be a friend or 
relation of the lady's; but if that blocmi 
be not art, I fear it is the blush of con- 
sumption/' 

Lord Henry started and turned pale : 
but the stranger,, not regarding it, went oa 
thus :— *• I confess I never felt so deep an 
m2 
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interest in any one vhom I do not know, 
as I do in that lady i because it was but 
yesterday that I heard ananecdote of her 
which does honour to her heart ; and, sir, 
if you know her, it will give you pleasure 
to hear it too/' 

^I am ali attention, sir,'^ replied lord 
Henry. 

*^ A friend of mine, Mn S&ndford, a 
man reduced from opulence to compara- 
tive poverty, has been for some time de« 
sirous of purchasing a commission for his 
son, but has not been able to raise the 
money: but about three months ago, 
lady Henry Algernon, who has long 
known him, seq)^ him three hundred 
pounds towards it, to be repaid whc^ his 
son is a general. But what pleases me 
more than the gift itself is, that she sent it 
in the name of her husband, and gave 
him the whole credit of the action, when 
it is very certain that he has no acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Sandford : and besides, lady 
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Henry is known to be very capaU^ of 
concealing her bounties under the name of 
another/* 

Lord Henry during this recital felt a 
glow of pleasure at his heart which he 
had not experienced for months ; but it 
was not unalloyed. Ample as was his 
allowance to his wife, he feared that, irt 
order to - give away the three hundred 
pounds which, as a punishment for her 
fault, he had purposely omitted to send 
(according to his original intention), she 
had incurred debts to that amount; and 
therefore he dared not give way to the 
feelings of approbation and affection 
which, spite of himself, forced the tears 
into his eyes, and Tor a moment made 
him incapable of replying to the stranger's 
observation. 

When he had concluded his story— 
** Now, sir," said the stranger, " does not 
such a woman deserve to be happy ?" 

" Yes, sir ; — ^and happy she will be, 
if she be not so already," replied lord 
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Henry : '' but kt me assure you, that 
to my certain knowledge lord Henry 
knew nothing of this gift to Mr. Sand- 
ford/' 

** He is," resumed the stranger, " one 
of the first of men ; and it is strange 
his wife should not be the happiest of 
women/' 

** I doubt you over»value him, dr" re- 
plied lord Henry, s^hing } *^ he has 
many fiults, and——*' 

^' My lord !*' said the stranger, politely 
bowing, ^^my suspdons are now confirm- 
ed : I am convinced that I have the honour 
of talking to lord Henry Algernon himself; 
for no one else could have accused him 
of error.** Then^ begging lord Henry to 
pardon the freedom of liis remarks on 
Louisa, he bowed and disappeared. 

Immedis^ely after, eager to have his 
suspicions removed, lord Henry followed 
Louisa into an adjoining apartment,whither 
he saw her retire* 

" Lady Henry," cried he, in a voice 
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less assured than ht wished it to be, ^^allow 
me to speak a fe^ words to you : — our 
opportunities for talking, and on business, 
are fio few, that I must seize them when- 
ever they offer." 

. M My tittle,** r^ed Louisa coldly, "is 
always at your lordship's disposal/' 

i ** I wish to ask, lady H«ary, whether — 
whether you ai?e in want of, money ? as, 
if you are^ I.bdg you to draw da me ibr 
whatever sum yoQ Choose^" 

* '^Yourgetesrdsitytome^sir^'' answered 
Loutsa^^^iaso greait,.that your present offer 
seen^ to me almo6t.like a reproach* It is 
therefc^e with .great pleasure that I assure 
you, I have nearly a quarter's allowance 
untouched, and have not a ^ngle debt ia 
the world*'* 

Had ^e ended h^re, all woukl have- 
been well 'j but feeling herself on the point > 
of bursting- into tears as she uttered the- 
word debt, she assumed a gay unconcern 
oi manner, and added—** No, sir : instead 
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of wanting money of you, I am sufSciently 
en fonds to be able to lend money to 
you/* 

" Pshaw !** muttered lord Henry. — 
She was wrong \ x)n such a subject as 
this, levity was for ever forbidden her: 
but at this moment it was unpropitious 
indeed^ and her disappointed husband 
was on the point of tummg away frcHn 
her, when he recollected the stranger's, 
remark, and feared that her illfe was ia 
danger. That idea banished all resent- 
ment ; and hearing her carriage announ- 
ced, ** Shall I have the honour of leading 
you to your coach?** said he, — ^Louisa 
thrilled with joy as he took her willing 
hand, and held it with rather an eager 
grasp ; when a young man of ton, coming 
hastily up, rallied her on the vulgarity 
of allowing her husband to be her beau; 
and, forcing her hand from lord Henry's, 
led her down the stairs. 

"Pshaw!" said lord Henry a second 
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time, but with less pain than the time 
before j and he retired to bed that night 
less mihappy than usual. 

Louisa was indeed amended : she had 
nobly discharged her duty to him and 
herself in the affiair of Sandford ; and she 
had done it secretly too, and with no view 
to obtain his applause. She had also na 
doubt made personal sacrifices to save tba 
money for that purpose : and she had assu- 
red him she had not a debt in the world ! 

Still, he was sure that, having learnt 
to stand in awe of him as a judge, she 
had ceased to love him as a husband ; and 
he feared that she secretly sighed to be 
united to some younger man, who would 
have viewed her foibles with more indul- 
gence and sympathy :• nay, he thought 
that he had been a very rigid judge, esp&. 
cially as she was so very, very young^. 

In these painful cogitations he passed 
the night; and rose ia the morning so full 
of terror for Louisa's health, that he went 
M 3 
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in search of his sister immedkitely, in order 
to interrogate her concerning it. 

He found lady Anne alotfe ; and hi» 
first question was, " Do you think lady 
Henry in bad health ?*' 

** I think her in a very bad way indeed/' 
replied lady Anne : " she neither eats nor 
sleeps, and is shrunk in a most alarming 
manner." 

" Good God ! is it really so ? — and 
what is the cause ?" 

" Oh, brother!*' cried lady Anne^ 
bursting into tears, '* you are the cause. 
She thinks she has entirely lost your afFec* 
tion, and she pines in secret sorrow/' 

" Secret, indeed T' cried lord Henry, 
*' for do I not see her in company the 
gayest of the gay ?*- 

" All acting — ^and sometimes indeed 
her spirits are the effect of laudanum." 

"Laudanum!'* echoed lord Henry, 
shuddering as certain recollections passed 
across his mind: but are you sure of this ?'^ 
3 
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" Quite lufe :-*-not thai my feifiter ^er 
bfam^s y6ur indiflferende to h^r ; on the 
contrary,' she only blames fy^ndf^ And 
thinks your conduct just, thdtigh s^v^re. 
But she Idves you so t«id^rly-^— ^'? 

*' Loves me ! Ifnpofc^ble ! If feo, Why 
does she not let nie see how bitterly she 
feels our separation ?'* 

*• That is easily answered. In- private 
you scarcely ever see her, eiccept in 
presence of lord N- ; and in public, 
by trying to conceal from etery eye her 
sufferings and diJigrace, she only acti 
in obedience to your commands.*^ 

" True, my dear consoling sorter,*' cried 
lord Henry, pressing her to his heart : 
•* still, I cannot believe in the strength, 
or rather in the durability, of her feel* 
ings;" 

" You have been separated more than 
a twelvemonth \ and during that time 
your wife has been, imsecret^ a prey to the 
most coirroding anguish. '^ 
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'^ Give me proofe of this : I have never 
seen her but the idol of the crowd, and 
with unimpaired bloom and gaiety.'* 

** Bloom ! — Her cheek, whai she is not 
made up for omipany to hide her real 
situation^ is pale as death I" 

" What do you tell me ?'* 

*• The truth. She is now, I dare 

say, just risen ; — go to her dressing-room, 
and you will see her as she is/' 

*' I — ^I dare not. — Yet, after so long a 
probation of her penitence, and such 
proofs of her amendment as I received 
last night — ** (Here he -related his con- 
versation with the stranger*) 

*' Very well, sir," said lady Anne j 
^* please to recollect that she never ex- 
pepted you would know of the action 
which you so justly admire j therefore it 
could have proceeded from virtue mere- 

** True — true— <lear sister.** 

^^ But defer, if you please^ the moment 
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of recoaciliadon till it is too late to save 
your victim — ^and till your forgiveness finds 
her on h^r death-bed.'* 
« Cruel lady Anne !" 
" Cruel, only to be kind^ brother : — ^I 
am sure you love your wife/' 

'* Love her ! — Yes ; / too have had my 
sleepless nights and anxious days : but I 
thought I was doing my duty/' 

f * Do it now, then :— go and see the ra^ 
vages which sorrow has made.'* 

" I dread the sight j but I will go." 
So saying, he rushed out of the room, and 
did not allow himself to stop till he reached 
the door of Louisa's dressing-room. It 
was half open, and she was sitting just as 
she had left her room ; with her hair di- 
shevelled, her cheek pale, her eyes sunk 
in her head, and her whole appearance 
bespeaking the anguish of her heart. Her 
breakfast, untouched, stood before her ; 
and she whom lord Henry saw the night 
before, gayest of the gay, and most bloom-^ 
ing of the beautiful, he now beheld as she 
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really was,— a hopeless wretch in the very 
prime of life and expectation! 

She held a picture in her hand, tchich 
he soonsaW was a picture of himself; and 
die was 60 engrossed in contemplating it, 
that he approached her unobserved. 

**niis, at least, looks kindly on me,'* 
ihe said, kissit^ it as she spoke ; ** my 
errors have not changed jAa//* 

Lord Henry, on bearing these words, 
felt assured that the supposed loss of his 
affection was indeed the cause of her sor- 
row ; and in his emotion he moved his 
hand to his eyes so rapidly that Louisa 
heard a noise, and said, without turning 
her head, " Is it you, Ellis ?— Take^away 
my breakfast ; I can't eat it." Then, hastily 
concealing the picture in her bosom, she 
leaned her arni on the table, and sat 
(tears stealing down her cheeks) the image 
cf ffllent woe. 

After some minutes, thinking herself 
alone, she suddenly arose, and exclaimed, 
" Yes, Algernon, this state of misery can- 
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not last long ; and when I ami in my grave, - 
you shall know t|ie deep sorrow and true 
penitence of my heart ; and that, at least, 
though I had madly forfeited my right to 
your tenderness, I could not endure the loss 
of it, and live V* As she said this, she 
turned round and beheld her husband ; 
and would have fallen, overcome with 
surprise and emotion, had he not caught 
her in his arms. 

*' Louisa!" cried he, fondly clasping 
her faded form to his bosom, " your pro- 
bation and my misery are, from this mo- 
ment, over ; and let them, if possible, be 
forever forgotten 1" 

A few hours after, lord N , having 

resolved to insist on Louisa's removing 
to his house, being convinced that lord 
Henry, though why he knew not, was 
unworthy of his daughter, arrived at the 
door with his travelling equipage, to put 
his kitendons in execudon* 

As he drew near the dres^iiDig^^room he. 
heard the sound o£ music, aud sighed 
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when he recollected how very mournful 
die air was which she had been playing 
when he visited her before. " Ah, poor 
thing ! there she is at thatmoumful work 
again !" thought lord N But as he 

came nearer he heard a lively Italian song, 
and was convinced it could not be Louisa 
smging. That song was however immedi- 
ately succeeded by one written and com- 
posed by her, and greatly admired by lord 
Henry in his days of courtship. The song 
was as follows ; 

Why bid my trembling lips explain 
The faithfpl love in which I pine ? 
Oh ! ask not words, for words were vain. 
But read my eyes when fixt on thine. 

Yet should this timid^ conscious eye. 
Bent on the eaiith^ refuse to 8peak> — 
Then, Henry, mark when thou art nigh 
The tell-tale hlush that paints my cheek. 

** This is very strange," thought lord 

N ; ** but now I am' sure it is Louisa 

singing :" and nas soon as the song was 
ended, the wondering and impatient did 
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man threw open the door, and saw his 
daughter at the instrument, and lord 
Henry sitting by her, his arm fondly en- 
circling her waist ; while Ae delighted 
lady Anne contemplated in glad silence 
the happy change which she had helped 
to effect. 

They rose at his entrance ; and while 
he stood motionless with surprise at the 
door, they eagerly approached him, and 
lord Henry begged him once more to 
bless their union* 

" You are strange people," cried the 
peer, brushing a tear from his eye. — 
" John, (to the footman,) tell my 
fellows, they may go home again/* 

" No— let them stay where they are,"' 
replied lord Henry, 

*' How } do you kn^w that I am come 
to run away with your wife ?'' 

*' .Yes, and so you shall — on condition 
that you run away with me too. We will 
all escape, for a short time, to the comfort 
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of rural retirement. Louisa wants country 
air and a little nursing, and I am to be 
head nurse. My lord, your daughter and 
I have both been to blame, and ■ ■ ■ *' 

" O no, no, no, believe him not,'* 
cried Louisa, throwing herself into his 
arms : *' I only have been in fault/' 

^ May be eo^*' interrupted lord N -— — , 
with a d^ree: of parental piquft in hk 
manner; <^ but whalevet may have been 
your hnh^ I jirould nor change my 
daughter for any oth^' daughter hi 
ChriSt^om !'* 

" Nor I my wife," exclaimed lord 
Henry. 

" Give me your hand/' said lord 
N — — , softened by this speech, " and 
be assured that I would not ^jj^jbdnge the 
honour of calling lord Henry; Algernon 
son-in-law, for that of beifig father to any 
duke in Europe— only, I. repeat it, you 
are strange people. Yesterday, there wgfs 
Louisa whining out a melancholy ditty 
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as long, and as dismal, as I found your 
iace, lord Henry ; and today I find her 
carolling merry and tender strains by the 
side of her husband, who is smirking like 
an old maid on an offer of marriage. Such 
changes ! They prove that '* 

" That life is an April day,*' pbserved 
lady Anne, '^ alternate rain and sunshine.^ 

" The married life more e^cialiy,*' 
interrupted lord N-~—. 

** Perhaps 80,^' said lady Aime« *' And 
at last cotties the dreadful moment of eter« 
pal separation ! Oh ! wise have that couple 
been, who have made preparations of 
fortitude -agsdnst that hour, by having lived 
together in such a manner that the pang 
of parting is not rendered more keen by re- 
morse ; and by the dreadful consciousness, 
that, to the lost partner of their existence, 
life has been often rendered burthensome 
by foolish contradictions, unkind refusals, 
and mortifying and irritating language. 
'Tis sweet, *tis consoling,*' continued lady 
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Aime, no unplea^g^ tear stealing dowxt 
her cheek as she spoke, ^^ to. reflect, that^ 
as far as It was in our power, the lost 
sharer of our heart knew no cares that 
we could prevent, and no happiness that 
we did not endeavour to increase." 

*• We will live so in future^ Louisa," 
cried lord Henry, ** that when we die — '* 

« Rhaw !'• cried lord N ^ « you 

should never talk of dying before an old 
man : — come, let us beoflffor the country, 
and give all dismak to the air !'' 

They obeyed : and the cares then 
banished, the errors then repented of, 
never returned to molest them again j 

nor was lord N deceived, when, at' 

any subsequent period of his life, he re- 
peated his declaration, — " that lord and 
lady Henry were the happiest couple in 
Christendom ! and a pattern for all mar- 
ried people I'* 
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JVl R. Sedley, a merchant of great respec- 
tability and considerable property, re- 
turned one evening rather late to his 
country-house with a large sum of money 
in his pocket ; the whole amoimt of a sub- 
scription which he had just received at a 
meeting of justices, in order to cairy on 
some improvements in a house of in- 
dustry near his own country seat. 

Mr. Sedley had a servant with him, but 
by some accident or other he was not in 
sight } when a man sprung from a hedge, 
andj knocking Mr. S— — off his horse 
with a bludgeon, prepared to rifle him. 

He had already sdzed one pocket- 
book, and was searching for another, when 
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Mr. Sedley recovered from the effects of 
the blow, and began to struggle with the 
villain ; and having in his hand a small 
cane with.^ kdfe in it, he contrived to 
touch the spring, and the robber saw with 
apprehension the advantage which it gave 
his antagonist — ^It was a moment of deco- 
ration ! He wrested it from Mr, Sedley's 
grasp, and was on the point of plunging it in 
his bosom, when the latter made a violent 
effort, struck aside the ruffian's hand, and^ 
grappling with him, they rolled together 
on the ground. 

At this moment the servant galloped 
up to them, and hastened to rescue his 
master. from the nervous grasp of his 
assailant. 

" Hold him fast,'* cried Mr. Sedley, as 
Allen, his servant, seized the robber by 
the collar^ " and bring him along with 
meto the nearest magistrate/* 

At this instant, the moon shone from 
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behind a cloud ; and the light falling on 
the robber's face, Mr. Sedley saw that he 
was very young j and also saw, with a 
feeling of painful compassion, that his 
cheek was colourless, his lip pale and 
quivering! and that his. countenance was 
that of a being to whom hope was for ever 
lost. 

" What— what could tempt you - to 
commit this outrage ?'* said Mr. Sedley in 
no angry tone. 

" A fiend in womai^'s ^dpty^' repKed 
the man* ' . 

** Did you know tb?it I was to pas$ 
this way ?— wa& I the object of your at- 
tempt ?'' 

" You were*— it was known why the 
justices were to meet, and and that you 
were to be the treasurer.*' 

" And who was your accomplice ?** 

"I had none/' 

" I mean, what woman tempted you ?*^ 

" She shall live for repentances-one 
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victim to justice is enough— I shall not 
name her/* 

" What — not if it should be the means 
of saving your life ?'* ssked Allen pertly. 

** No," replied the robber, with a look 
of contempt ^' I can endure to die, but 
not to have the death of another on my 
conscience/' 

** An excellent joke that, Paith !** cried 
Allen, " when you jiist now attempted 
the life of my master/' 

** Do you see no difference in the one 
case and the other ?*' asked the nd)ber. 

"Not I, really/' 

** Your master struggled with me — ^he. 
endangered my life, and I assailed his, 
I am guilty, and I deserve punishment — 
But does it follow, that in cool blood, and 
to prolong my miserable existence, I 
should sacrifice the life of another ?" 

" Why, upon my honour, I can't say 
that I should be very vnlling to trust you, 
after that, with the life of another/' 



d by Google 



THE aOBBJBlt* itSS 

*^ Peace?' cried Mr. Sedley; and in 
silence they proceeded till they came to' 
two cross-roads. Mr. Sedley turned to 
the left. * 

' *^ The justice, you know, sir, lives tO' 
the right,*' observed Allen. 

« But I live to the left," coldly replied 
Mr. Sediey. 

" Dear me ! are we going home, sir ?'* 
asked. Allen. 

. " Silence !*' replied Mr. Sedley : and* 
in silence they reached his habitation. 
He took the robber by the arm, who 
made no eiForts to escape ; and, desiring* 
Alien to follow them, led them into his 
study. . 

• There was something in the robber's 
manner and sentiments that surprised 
and pleased Mr* Sedley. He thought 
that he must be a man of abilities ; and 
that it was a hard thing, for such a 
man to die an untimely death, as he would 
do, if tried, for, perhaps, a first offence* 

VOL. I. N 
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Mr. Sedley vras one of the few (would 
they were the many !) who 4hink, that, 
excellent as our law$ are in other respects, 
our criminal code wants re\ision; who 
think that death is a punishment too 
severe for any crime short of deli- 
berate murder; and who feel as men 
should feel for the frailties of their fel- 
low^creatures, and are conscious, deeply 
conscious, that it is an awful thing to de- 
prive a human being of that life which 
his Creator has breathed into him. And 
the moment was now arrived for Mr, 
Sedley to put the sincerity with which he 
professed these opinions to the proof. 

" Search him,'* said he to Alien. . 

He obeyed ; jand found one of Mr. Sed- 
Iey*s pocket-books upon him. '^Here, 
here, sir ; here is evidence that mu^ 
hang him for felony !'* cried Allen (who. 
had picked up a little law-knowledge while 
acting as clerk and valet to a coun* 
sellcir on hia circuit)^ ** As to mur* 

1 - 
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der, I doubt you cannot iadict him' 
forthat."- 

" For murder T' cried the robber,- 
starting.—'' True, I was very near cora- 
mitting it :" and he seemed to shudder 
with horror. 

In his other pocket were pistols. 

*'You see, sir, murderous intention 
proved,'* said Allen. 

"Silence !•' cried Mr, Sedley ; and again 
he sunk into a reverie, from which he 
was roused by the increasing agitation of 
the robber ;. who, after giving way to the 
most convulsive sobe of agony, suddenly 
burst into tears, and fell at Mr. Sedley & 
feet. 

" Pardon me, and let me go!" cried 
be. *' I abhor my crime, and its instiga- 
tor ; and never, never will I be guilty of 
the Hke again. But 'tid not on my own 
account that i imjior€t»erQy— ao : all my 
prospects in iife this wicked aqtioa hi;& 
. n2 
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blasted, and I can never know comfort. 
more, for I can never respect tnyself : , 
but I have a mother ; and I am her only 
child — ^her all ; and were she to know , 
ihy crime, she would die — she would in* : 
deed. Oh, for God*ssake ! — show mercy 
to me, and save me from the additional 
guilt of parricide! My mother ! — ^my poor 
dear mother!** Here,- suffocated with 
his sobs, he sunk cm the floor, and even 
Allen was moved. 

" Inconsistent being !" replied Mr.^ 
Sedley, ^' so properly considerate now» 
of the feelings of your own mother, so: 
regardless of the feelings of the mother of 
another ! / too have a mother: yet, re^: 
gardless of what pain you might inflict on 
my parents and friends, you were going" 
to murder me !" 

** I was, — ^I was, — but not in cold 
blood : if you give me up to the law, 
you do it from reflection, not impulse.*' 
2 
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" Who are you ?-^what are y%>u, thofi 
strange mass of contradictions?** replied 
?Mr. Sedley. , . • 

" My name is Theodore — ^I bav« Ap 
other name now ; at least I yn\i not: cjisr 
'grace my family by owning it. : I have 
been well educated; but my father die4 
^insolvent, and niy mother and I, but i^ 
-my industry, would have come to wafiC 
\All went well with us till I became ae* 
-quainted with, an angel in beauty, but 4 
tfiend- in disposition^ 1 loved faer^ asl 
^ded, to distracdoxt^ buti now £nd that 
i mistook passicm fdr sentunetit. Hbwevery 
i was not rich enough to maintain hec^ 
and she threatened to leareme and liv^ 
with another man^ imless I could procure 
her a certain sum necessary to pay her 
debts. This made me desperate ;. I prOf 
mised to procure k i— and she informed 
mc, that she had heard, on such an.e^en*- 
ing-you would receive that sum^ and" 
probably return home unatlendqi. Yoq 
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know the rest. Thank God, you are 
vie ! and I have at least learnt to despise 
the wretch who led me on to ruin. And 
oh, m I take compassion, I conjure you, 
Ml my unhappy mother !^' 

Mr. Sedley was embarrassed — ^he w:as 
agitated ; he wished to do right, yet feared 
to do wiong : he feared to be blamed 
l>y others if be let Theodore escape uii- 
punished ; he feared to be blamed by 
bis own conscience if he ddiyered him 
4ip tajttsdce. If he did the. latter, he 
loaiew htf wddd {oodoidsiMiiy be coib* 
deoiiMd to deat& $ and that idea was s6 
insQppoitable tlutt at kngth hcxeBolved to 
ptidon him>*-»a&d be addbneaai him thus : 

**Were the punishaient that awaits 
you, misguided young man, any thing less 
than death, i should this mmient otder 
you to be committed fi:>r trial ; but your 
wolds and your looks carry a sort of con* 
taction to my mind, that you are a sincere 
penitent^ zad then-*«-and tbea-~**' added 
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Mn Sedley, tears choking his voice, " I 
can't help thinking of your poor laether, 
and her agotiies. Therefore, conjuring 
you, as you value your mother's peace 
»and your own immortal soul, to forsake 
your vile companion, and return ^ the 
he&lthful labour of an industrious' if% I 
pronounce your pardon ; and you are Free 
to go wherfe you please," 

. Theodore c6\x\& not fepeak t he tried ; 
^.but his vdice filUed him, and he fainted -, 
.White Allett, ^vea though busy in re- 
coverfaig Theodora, could not help eic- 
claiming — - 

" Sir ! sir ! Mr. Sedley ! sir — ^you for- 
get — bless me ! this is a sort of compound- 
ing of felony, sir 1 — ^Think «gain, sir/* 
.. But Mr. Sedley was too intent on re* 
covering the poor criininal to attend to 
what Allen said. 

, At length he recovered ; an4 sdzing 
Mr. Sedley's hand, which he pressed to 
his lips, he said : " Generous man ! do 
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yet more for me ! send rae not away ! iet 
me Icfe with you ! let me serve you I 
let me devote my life tq you !" 

It so happened that a scheme of this 
sort had suggested itself to Mr, Sedley : 
he bad considered, that he should but 
half do his duty, perhaps, if he. turned 
this young man loose on society, to incur 
the risk of fresh temptations and of fresh 
crimes j " and that it would therefore be 
better for him to employ him himself, 
and secure the means of superajteDiding 
his cdnduct >: ■•ted the ^wishto- do this 
was considerably strengthened,^ wh^a 
.Theodore, with looks' and' t(^n^ weft cal- 
culated lo inspire confidence, addressed 
him as ^bove. 

After a pause, Mr. Sedley said, " You 
shall live with. me :*' and Theodore, clasp^ 
ing his hands, raised his eyes to Heaven, 
-tears trickling down his cheeks, as if 
imploring a blessing on him. 

Allen, meanwhile^ was convinced that 
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his master wa3 mad ; and again he expostu- 
lated with him ; but " Siiencej^TSsas his: 
only answer. Still, when he rfecoHertwi: 
thai Theodore was not only gard6mi4, 
but was to live in the skme house as hhn- 
^If, his pride took the alarm, and. in a 
pert voice he said, — " So, sir;^iatt||^|||fe 
gentleman is to be my fellow-sdrvant,- 
is he?" . '. .• ^ 

: ^* No, sir — ^he is to have your place,'* 
answered Mr. Sedley. 

"My — ^my place, sir? What have I 
done, sir, that I am to be tiu-ned away to^ 
make room for a — ^a ?" 

^* A what?'* cried Theodore involunta-i 
rily, and looking defiance at him. " But 
. forgive me," he added, " you and every> 
one ought to revile me." 

** No one shall dare to do it before 
me,'* said Mr. 'Sedley. " Mr. Allen, 
come hither, sir," he continued. '^ I think 
you will own, that both you :and your 
fijmily owe rae great obligations." 
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•* Ceminly, certainly, sir, and we ate 
alwayimU'l ready to acknowledge our 
^egteofiiem/* 

^ Are you as ready to prove it» sir ?" 

" Ihopeso, sir/' 

**Then, you see this Bible— Take it, 
flldl|||pHt after me, not only the common 
oath, but one that I shall dictate ; and 
swear on the holy word of God never to 
disclose tbe transactk)n8 of this evening ; 
that is, never by act, .word, or deed» to let 
anyone know, or suspect, that Theodore 
ever was ^theruise than the respectable 
young man which, I trust, his future 
conduct will prove him to be.*' — -Allen 
hesitated :-— '^ Remember, sir, you are 
about to secure my constant friendship, 
or incur my enmity/' Allen took the 
oath, and Theodore blessed him. 

" Now, Alien," said Mr. Sedley, " I 
mean to take your present place away; 
from you i but it Is that I may give youi 
abetter. I shall make you one of xof 
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clerks; but at present I have business 
for you to do at my country-housfe* You 
are a clever, honest young man, and have 
respectable connections ; therefore I steiU . 
not hesitate to confide in you." 

During part of this speech Allen . 
looked distressed, but his expressiOfi \ms 
that of grathude to his master ; and Tvhen 
Mr. Sedley desired him, as it was late, to 
take Theodore with him to prepare a bed 
for him, Allen obeyed cheerfully ; and in 
a kind voice deared Theodore to iblloW 
him. He did so, having first again blessed 
and thanked Mj. Sedley ; who himself 
retired to bed, but not to rest :— the oc-*^ 
currences of the night, and their conset 
^ences^ were indeed enough to banish 
sleep. ^ 

He had been in imminent danger ol^ 
his life > md the man who had assailed it: 
he had prcAnised to take into his house^ 
and employ about his persdn ! And as h^ 
xcfiectcd OQ what he bad done, he trembled^ 
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at bis own rashness* ** True," thought Mr. 
Sedley^ ^ I have only one child, and that 
a daughter at school, and I have no near 
rdations, nor any one living with me who 
can be injurM or endangered by an asso* 
dation ^th this unhappy youdi ; therefore 
I am at liberty to please jnyself, and act 
up to my own ideas of right in this busi- 
ness. But have I not endangered my 
6wn peace ? Shall I be able to follow up 
my indulgence to this man by a liberal 
though cautious confidence in him ? Shall 
I not at times be tormented with suspiicions 
of him ? Shall I not still see him, in fancy, 
on the point of plunging the murderous 
weapon in my breast? And,if he should not 
be as well disposed as I am now willing to 
think him, shall I not, if he sees my su&* 
picions, be liable to excite his hatred, and 
be the object of his vengeance ? He knows 
he is in my power ; and that, though I 
bound Allen by an oath not to betray 
him, I am not bound to secrecy myself. 
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If, then, I ever incur his enmity, how can 1 
be sure that he who has once known what 
it is to seek the life of a fellow- creature, 
may not, urged by fear and revenge, te 
easily induced to attempt a similar crime 
again ? However^ all these ideas should' 
have occurred to itte sooner, I dare not 
now disappoint the hopes which I have 
raised; and by endeavouring to givet 
Theodore right motives of action, I wilt 
try to prevent all dangerof being forced 
to reprove or distrust him." 
. Mr. Sedley was right in supposing he 
should not be able to follow up properly 
* bis generous conduct towards Theodore ; 
for he: was naturally suspicious, and hi^ 
understanding was not vigorous enouglv 
to enable him to reason down his sensa- 
tions ; and a proof of this he soon ex- 
hibited. 

' Mr. Sedley*s study was apart from the 
house, and a flight of steps led up to it. 
Que night, when Mr* Sedley was writing 
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tfiere, by some means or other, he haying 
fallen asleep over his papers, the room 
took fire, and he was awakened by the 
Aoise and warmth of the flames ; nor had 
he time to contrive any means of escaping, 
before he became insensible, and fell 
prostrate on the crackling timbers. When 
he recovered his senses, he found himself 
in the open air, supported by Theodore ; 
who, happening to be on the spot when 
the fire broke OtHt, rushed up the stsdrs at 
the hazard of his Hfe, ^d snatched his 
benefactor from inevitable destruction. — 
But how could such an accident happen ? 
was the general question.*— That, Mr» 
Sedley couk) not tdl. But he Was too 
imwell thM night to go on with ^ny eon^ 
▼ersation ; and after loudly commending 
Theodore's courage,, and d^talfog that 
he owed his Ufe to him^ he retired to bed*. 
The next mofftifig: AHeft r^pe^eii his 
kiquiries hoW the fii*^' cOuM h^e h^en 
occasioned, and Mr. Sedky hi& answer^ 
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•* Well, it is very strange,** obsi^rved 
Allen^ ^' that no one but Theodore should 
be walking by at the very critical moment ! 
What should he do skulking there at so 
late an hour, unless he h^ sotae particular 
reason for being there V 

" What reason should he have ?** re- 
plied Mr. Sedley pettishly,^ and turned 
away. 

But Allen's observadon had awakened 
a painful suspicion in hi$ mind. Was it 
impossible that Theodore had set fire to 
the study on purpose that he might watch 
his opportunity, and rush-ia time enough 
to save Mr. Sedley's life and property, 
in order to endear himsetf to him ?--or 
had he robbed Urn of any bank notes, 
and hoped to conceal the theft by setting; 
fire to the premises ? Then again these 
suspicions seemed to him both absurd and 
cruel, and he would entertain them no 
V)tiger.— Still, in spite of himself, whcii 
he saw Tbe^orej he found that he did 
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Hot receive and thank him with that 
ardour which he ought to have fek oH 
seeing the preserver of his life. 
, *• We are on equal terms, now,'* said 
Mr, Sedley, affecting great ease : ** I pro- 
bably saved your life, and now you have 
sayed inine'/* * 

; *' On equal terms !" exclaimed Theo- 
dore : " Do not disparage yourself so fer 
as to imagine such a thinfe pdssible ! You 
not only §aved my life, but you saved my 
reputation ; and you forgave me, though 
I had raised my guilty hand against you t 
What I did, I should have been a reptile 
had I not done — wbM you did, exalted 
you to a level with the highest." 
. Mr. Sedley observed with pleasilre, 
not unmixed with compunction, the 
virtuous warmth^ and expression of 
countenance with which he uttered this, 
and his suspicions vanished; especially 
when, on Allen's saying to Theodore, " I 
wonder what could induce you to be. 
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'Walking such a cold nighty and at so late 
an hour, near that spot y I should nevex 
have thought of such a thing," — ^the 
latter replied, darting an indignant yet 
■manful look at him, *^ You are too happy 
.to delight in wandeiing at such hours, 
and in such a season ; — you never raised 
your hand against the life of a fellow- 
creature, npr saw yourself on the point of 
.bringing a parent's gray hairs in sorrow to 
the grave*. Youcan^fee^,^ — Iwouldybia^ 
cannot sleep.?* ^ . > 

r *« Still it is very strange!" :• 

I ^' What is strange?*' replied Theo^ 
dore, coming up. to him with a quivering 
lip, and w eye full of terrible and revenge*, 
ful meaning, 

" It was 5trange,# and fortunate, that 
you should be on the spot when the fire 
took place," said Allen, turning pale. 

" It was fortuliate— ^it . was a blessed 
event indeed," replied Theodore, " and I 
have not lived in vain." 
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Mr. Sedley immediately held out his 
hand to him; and with more heartfelt 
satisfkcdon than he had done before he 
thanked and blessed him : but he could 
not be easy without examining the closet 
« which he kept his papera ak^d notes, 
and which the fire^ luckily, had ^not 
touched. 

It so happ^ed that Mn Sedley had 
amused himself by kee{»ng a journal, 
which was depodt^d ia this closet : 
some of it he had made into 4i book. ; but 
the journal of th« li»t two mo^thi Was 
«tiU in ttnj2;ie sheets ; and that sheet in 
which he had noted down his rescontre 
with Theodore was mismng : nor could it 
any where be found. This circumstance 
recalled all his suspicions. Theodore, he 
concluded, had entered his room when 
he was absent; had looked over his papers; 
and, seeing his story chronicled, had re- 
solved to destroy the written evidence of 
his shame; and then, -being a desperate 
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bcing^, he had, to hide what he had done, 
endangered the premises and life of his 
benefactor ; but, struck with horror and 
remorse, had repented, and, rushing in, 
saved both him and his property.— Yet 
surely . he could not be such a villain !— - 
and Mr. Sedley blushed for his suspi-» 
dons. 

** I will teli him,*' s^d he to himself, 
^ of my loss, and watch his looks/' 

He did so *, and Theodore coolly re- 
replied, — r<* Are you sure, sir, that you de- 
posited the sheets which you mention in 
your closet ? IF you did, it is strange that 
they should not be there ; for I think I 
have hesu'd you say that you never leave 
the closet unlocked : therefore it appear 
to me tnore likely that you should have 
put theMS. in some other place of security, 
than that any one should have gone tq 
your closet— a closet that is never open-— • 
sfnd therefore must have been forcibly 
entered, if entered at all/* 
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Mr. Sedley owned that Theodore was 
likely to be right : but he searched in vain 
for the MS. and at times his suspicions 
returned. 

But for these suspicions, he would have 
blessed the day whai. he took Theodore 
into hishouse ; for never before had he had 
such a servant — he tried to anticipate even 
his very looks— and - Mr. Sedley . almost 
forgot 'th2tf he had, grappled for life in th^ 
Oiurderous grasp of bis arms, 
. One evening Mr. Sedley came hom^ 
from a visit in the neighbouriiood on fQct^. 
followed by Theodore. Their way lay 
across the road ,where Theodore bad 
attacked him ; andMr. Sedley^ shuddering 
^s he passed the spot> looked back to see 
where Theodore was, and what effect it 
had on him. He was close behind, 
bim, and in evident agitation. At this 
moment, as Mr. Sedley turned his head 
round again, he received a violent blow^ 
which felled him to the ground. When he 



d by Google 



THE ROBBER. iS5: 

recovered, he found himself in Theodore's 
arms, who was busily chafing his temples. 

But Mr. Sedley started from him with 
horror, and exclaiming — " Wretch ! who 
gave me the blow ?*' — ^he staggered a few 
paces, and fell down 5 while Theodore, 
with clasped hands, and * a countenance, 
more ih sorrow than in anger,' stood 
motionless, and too much oppressed to 
speak. 

** Here it was," continued Mr. Sedley, 
" that we first met : and here I have 
again received a blow." 

Theodore now found his voice, and 
coldly replied, " A blow indeed, and a 
severe, one too ; and though 1 saw your 
danger, I could not speak time enough 
to warn you agamst it." 

" Warn me ! what mockery is this ?*' 

•* It is not a mockery, sir, but the 
fect.^' 

^^The fact is, that I was knocked 
down.'' 
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** True ;— but the contusion, if you 
please to put your haad to your head, is,, 
you will find, on your forehead." 

Mr. Sedley put his hand to his head — - 
the contusion was on his forehead, 

** This is very strange," observed Mr* 
Sedley. 

** Not at all— ^you struck your head 
against the arm of this oak which has 
been felled, and very improperly suffered 
to lie here and project over the foot- 
path/' 

Mr. Sedley, convinced and ashamed, 
tried to apologize to Theodore for his 
suspicions. 

•* Apologize to me for suspecting me 1 
Oh, sir^ forbear ! I know but too well^ 
that to be liable to suspicion i^ one <rf the 
just punishments of my crimen; aiKl punish* 
mait enough it i5> to be deemed by my 
preserver and benefactor Capable of at- 
tempting his life,*' 

As he said this, his tone was so affei^t-* 
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ing, and so full of despondence, that Mr. 
Sedley was agonized with regret for what 
he had said ; and, taking his hand, ex- 
claimed, " You may forgive me, Theo- 
dore, but I know not when I shall forgive 
myself/' 

When they reached home, they found 
Allen anxiously expecting them, and 
wondering they were so late. 

** We have come very slowly,** said 
Mr. Sedley, " fur I have been knocked 
down." 

" Knocked down !'* cried Allen, fix- 
ing his eyes suspiciously on Theodore. 

Theodore turned pale ; but it was with 
indignation. *' Yes,*' replied Mr. Sed- 
ley,^^*' I have had a violent blow indeed.'* 

*' But you. would go with only > ■ ,** 
returned Allen, " you will be so fool-' 
hardy." 

" Miscreant !'* cried Theodore, cl?nch-^ 
ing his fist in his face, and giving him a. 
look tei-ri^y ferocious, " I will make 
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you repent of this ! Depend on it, I will 
be revenged!'* 

So saying, he left the room ; and Mr» 
Sedley explained to Allen how he had 
received the blow ; to which explanation 
Allen, though Theodore*s threat had 
rather alarmed him, listened with a sort 
of incredulous air, and provoked Mr. 
Sedley to declare, that he would take 
him to the very spot tomorrow to show 
him the tree, and that then he would make 
him ask Theodore's pardon. 

He did so :• and Allen with a very 
sullen air was beginning his apology, 
when Theodore, with dignity, but without 
any seeming trace of res^itment, inter-, 
rupted him, and desired him to forbear j 
saying, — " I was wrong to resent so 
warmly what I have deserved so justly* 
You and my kind master must continue 
to suspect me, and I must bear your sus- 
picions, if I can, with patience." 

The next day, Theodore asked leave 
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td go and- see his toother, (fot whoni 
he had taken a x:attagfe ^khin flitee 
ittfles-of Mr. Sedley's seat,) prortiising to 
return the day after: but two, thre^, 
four days dztpsed; and he did ttot <:ottle ; 
and Allen hoped, and Mn Sediey fearecf, 
that he had absconded. On the evening 
of the fourth day, however, he returned, 
and in great agitation Altered Mr, Sedley's 
tstiidy, seized his hand, held it to his 
heart, and faltering out ** God for ever 
bless you T* staggered into a seat, and 
burst into tears. 

" What has happened ? what can' be 
the matter ?*' cried Mr. Sediey. ' 

** My mother is dead ! and though I 
mourn, I rejoice,*' replied Theodore. 
*' She died blessing me, and • c?lUng me 
the pride and comfort of her life. 6b, 
sir ! but for you I should have had her 
curses, not her blessings !'* 

Mr. Sediey could not speak, his heart 
was too fulL He saw the happy parent 

VOL, I. o 
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x>n her death^bed, blesang that saa for 
his virtueSy who, but for him, might haire 
expired on a scaffold for his guilt, and 
haye perished, in the prime of youth and 
activity, for a single crime of which he 
hadbitterljT repented: and the cheering 
^low of conscious benevolence thrilled 
through his whole frame. 

**Now, sir,*' cried Theodore, rising, 
^' my poor mother's peace is in safety: 
jxow, come what may, her heart will 
never throb with agony for the crimes of 
her child!" 

^^ But had she lived,'* said Mr. Sedley 
Idndly, ^^it might have throbbed "vrith 
pleasure at the recital of her son's virtues 
and success in life." 

" Never, never !" answered the self- 
judged Theodore. " What, 77 a robber, 
and a murderer in intention, if not in fisict ! 
/ have virtues ! / have success in life ! Im- 
possible ! Theconsciousness than there exist 
two witnesses of my guilt and shame. 
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and that I am daily exposed to be sus- 
pected and reproached by them, would 
. palsy all my exertions, and wither all my 
enjoyments/' 

" But I will never suspect you again, 
Theodore ; and I never taunted you with 
your past fault." 

" No : you never did ; but Allen has 
taunted me widi it, and will taunt me 
again/* 

** No — I will forbid it : — ^and do, dear 
Theodore, try to forget that there are 
two persons in existence, who know that 
for a few moments you were not as 
virtuous as usual. Do forget it, or I shall 
fancy that you wish me dead." 

'* Wish you dead V* answered Theo^ 
dore: "No — ^but " 

" But Allen's death, I suspect, would 
not grieve you.** 

'^ I should etideavour to grieve for it,*' 
gravely replied Theodore,and lefttheroom. 

When he was gone, Mr. Sedley re- 
o 2 
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voived la his mind all that had pdfejed 
in this conversation ^ and he found that 
the latter part of it left a painful impress 
sion. For his own safety he could hot 
fear, bat he feared for Allen's,. A triad 
passion had once armed Theodore against 
the life of a fellow creature who had 
never injured or offended him ; and re- 
venge for repeated insults^ te. he felt them 
to be^ — revenge, a ppwerfiil passion also, 
might urge him; to murder Allen ; especi- 
ally as he, himself excepted, was the only 
evidence of his crime. 

But then again, how inconsistent were 
these fears with the conviction- which he 
was continually expressing ^f Theodore's 
talents, and the excellence of his heart ! 
and, angry with himself, he resolved to 
dismiss his suspicions for ever. 

A short time after, he wasf invited to 
spend a day or two at the house of a 
friend in the county, but one who was 
not able to receive his servant as well as 
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himself: he was> therefore obEged to 
leave Theodore behind him ; and m spite 
of his reasons, he felt afraid of leaving' 
him and Allen together. . However, be 
struggled.. with this foolish fear^ a^ he 
called it, and set off for his friepd's bouse. 
But the painful images which he. could 
drive away at home, haunted . him con- 
tinually during his visit. He continually 
saw in his dreaina, AJteni struggling with 
Theodore^; and. unable ...^pi^ndure. the 
terrors which poison^ hib.satefcictito i^ 
thfi society erf hj& .fri^ds> .he leterned: 
bom^,. -'y .-,. >*•;• ' I j i 

. The fir^t p^son whom h^ mit wa« his 
housekeeper^ with.^look pf coMtcsmatipfL 

" What is . the matter f what h^s hap- 
pienedr' cried Mr. Sedley. 

'* Allen has disappeared," was* her 
answer } and Mr. Sedley sunk half Mint- 
ing into his chair. 

" Disappeared ! When, how, where?*' 
faltered out Mr. Sedley. . 
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" Two days ago. He had seemed un- 
comfortable for a day or two before, and 
lie seemed so unwell, that Mr. Theo- 
dore insisted on going with him to his 
room, and sitting with him after he was 
in bed : and he was the last person who 
saw him." 

** Indeed !" cried Mr. Sedley, shudder- 
ing. 

" Yes — Oh, he was so kind ! The next 
morning, Allen's breakfast being ready, I 
tapped at his door ; but nobody answered^ 
though I knocked again and again. At 
last I begged Mr. Theodore to go into his 
room. — He did ; but he was gone, and his 
clothes were gone too. Nor, though 
Theodore went in search of him imme- 
diately, have we heard of him from that 
time to this.*' 

" Dreadful I horrible V* exclaimed Mr. 
Sedley, wringing his hands. 

*' Dear, sir ! what, do you think he has 
made away with himself, that you take on 
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thus? If SO, he would nothiive taken bfe 
clothes with him.'* 

^ Leave me t*^ criedMr. Sedley r ** where 
is Theodore?'^ 

" Out, sir.** 

" When he returns send him to rae; 

My forebodings were but too just, 
then!*' cried Mr. Sedlfey, "and he has 
murdered him ! and his blood is on my 
conscience !'* He then paced the roora 
in agony y and while he did so, Theodore 
entered. Mr. Sedley at sight of him 
startedi, shtiddered^ and hid his face with 
his hands. 

Theodore but too well understood what 
this action meant — ^the reception was just 
what he expected ; and with folded Arms-, 
and pale as death, he stood silent before 
Mr. Sedley. But he vainly expected Mn 
Sedley to speak ; he knew not how to 
word the terrible accusation which he 
wished to utter ; and there was a dignity 
€f manner, and a certain expression in 
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Theodore's countenaiace, which gave a di* 
rect denial to the charge. While he con- 
tinued to pause, Theodore said, m ihe 
tone of resigned despair, 

** You have not kept your* word with 
me, sir— you promised never to suspect 
rae again ; and at this moment I see that 
you 109k on me as poor Allen's mur« 
derer/' . : 

"I do I-- and after what* ha^ passed, 
after the last conversation which we had 
together, who would not suspect you ?'* 
.' ^^ I may be wrong, but I think no one 
might to suspect-me ; for the very circum* 
stances which you moiidpii ^e sfrong 
^irgi^nents Iq my ftkvour. H^ X wished 
to dfsftroy.tbe' pp6r man in qUesdon^ 
^ouldl have ventured to dci it, knowings 
.a? I must do, jhat yau(r saspicipn^ yi^oiild 
naturally at first light upon n^? Th^ 
^noment I found AUpn w^ gpn^a I knew 
-my fate**' 
. ''Your fat^!** replied Mr. Sedley: 
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" what do you mean by that ? I will do 
nothing rashly ; I will advertiae this ubl- 
happy young man, I wiU make strict search 
£;^r.hi0i : and aot till all aeaiiich and ior 
quiry are vain, will I > ■ '* 

«Wbatr. 

" Consider how I am to act. In the 
mean while, let me hear your story.'* 

" My story is soon told," answered 
Theodore with a sarcastic smile, '* Soon 
after your departure, I observed a change 
in Allen's appearance : he became pale 
and low-spirited, and it was evident that 
something weighed heavily on his iftjld. 
This excited my compagsiop : I knew but 
too well what it was to haye a load on the 
spirits, and I felt for him. Still, for some 
time, I did not obtrude my suspicions 
of his uneasiness upon Allen himself. 
At length, howevar,! could not help taking 
notice of his' visible anxiety } but, rather 
rudely, he repulsed the expressions pf my 
sympathy, and the oS&c of my services. But, 
the evening preceding his disappearance, 
05 
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he seemed so wretched, and so agitated, 
that I insisted on accompanying him to his 
room, and on remaining mth him during 
part of the night« I did so : but in vain 
did I endeavour to obtain his confidence j 
and his behaviour to me was an odd al- 
ternation of insult, and gratitude for my 
attention. At three in the Ineraing I left 
him, and apparently more composed, and 
disposed for sleep. — At eight in the morn- 
ing he was goner" 

This story certainly bore evident marks 
of truth J and had the relater of it been 
any^other than Theodore, Mr. Sedley 
would not have doubted its correctness- 
But suspicion does not reason, it only 
feels ; and Mr. Sedley had for some time 
past expected that Theodore would re- 
venge himself on Allen, for his continual 
allusions to his crime, and also for being 
an ievidence of that crime. 

« Well, all this may be very true,*' said 
Mr. Sedley, after a pause. 
■ " May be very true !*' cried Theodore, 
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srembling with agitation ; " by the great 
God who created me, I swear that I have 
uttered the truth, and nothing but the 
truth !" 

" Leave me,'' replied Mr.- Sedlfey ; " I* 
want to be alone/* 

Theodore obeyed j but, as he left the 
room, he turned his eyes on Mr. Sedley 
with a look of such humble reproach, auci 
such deep woe, that he wished from the 
bottom of his soul that he could assure 
him he no lon^r suspected him. 

In a short time Mr. Sedley had laid his 
plan of action r an advertisement was put? 
in all the papei^j and active search begu» 
ki the neighbourhood ; nay, the ponds in 
the garden were dragged : but all these 
methods proved fruitless ; weeks elapsed, 
and no Allen was seen or heard ofc 

During ali this time, Theodore never 

Ifeft the house, though Mr. Sedley was hv 

hopes that he would make his escape. But 

ao for from seeming to wish to effect ife, h^ 

1 
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aj^eared resolved to be forthcoming 
uriienev^rbe should be cailed for; and 
he wa3 contlnuj^lly hinting to Mr. Sedley, 
that, if he had it in contemplation to 
take him up on susjHCjioij, he should 
make it a point of conscience to be ii) 
feadine$s, 

- But the idea of proceeding thus ago* 
i^ized every feeling of Mr.Sedley ; still, he 
feared it was his duty to do so. To others^ 
indeed, Allen's disappearance seemed, 
nothing unusual ^ and the idea of hi^ 
being itiurdered did not enter the imagi-^ 
nation of any one but himself: but it was 
natural enough that he should imagine it> 
Yet, notwithstanding the suggestions of 
his conscience, when Theodore, on aU 
inquiry for Allen having proved frxiitiess, 
demanded to know his fate from Mr^ 
Sedley, the latter declared, that it might 
perhaps be his duty to take him into 
custody on suspicion^ hut that his feelings* 
would not let him do it ; he must there- 
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fore leave him, if fee wis guilty, to the 
v^geaoce of heaven ai¥i the stings of hi« 
own upbraiding con^ci^ace. 

Theodore made xko reply to th^ speech^j 
he only grasped Mr, Sedley^s hand with Si 
sort of convulsive pressure ; then, feinlljl 
articulating, '^ God Wess you V* he rushed 
out of the room. 

The next morning he .was not Co b^ 
found, but the following letter was lying 
on his table : 

" You believe me, I knOw you do, tq 
be the murderer of Allen ; and though my 
whole soul recoils iat the cruel suspicion, 
from you, such a suspicion is retributive 
justice. I know that I have deserved it j 
but I cannot bear to exist under the con- 
sciousness of such an imputation. There- 
fore, I am going in search of Allen ; nor, 
unless Ifind him, shall you ever, with my 
consent, hear of me, or behold me more. ^ 

*' Farewell ! and be assured that with 
my last breath L shall bless and pray for 
you; "Thbodow;.'* 
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A thousand mixed emotions agits^ed 
Mr. Sedley's heart on readmg this letter. 
Atone moment he bathed his suspicions, 
at another he felt them confirmed f then 
die next instant, his hc^>es of Theodore's 
innocence amounted almost to certaint^r 
When it was known in the family that 
Theodore was gone in search of Allen, 
the lamentations which the loss of him 
occasioned, and the expressions of admi* 
radon of his generosity, and exclamations 
of, " But it is so like him,^ for he never 
seemed to think of himself, or his own 
inconvenience,*' which burst from every 
member of it> awakened an interest sa 
deep for that unhappy young man in Mr. 
Sedley's breast, that he wished to^ recall 
him, and endeavour once more toreconcile 
him to himself. 

In a few months, Mr. Sedley,. beihg' 
continually haunted by the idea of Theo- 
dore and Allen, and his mind in conse- 
quence dwelling perpetually on one sub*^ 
j€ct, his appetite failed him j, he slept littlest 
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ate less, and was so altered a man, that 
his friends insisted on his calling in medi- 
cal advice. He did so ; and his physician 
seeing very evidently that something 
pressed heavily on his mind, recom- 
mended him to change the scene, and 
mix in the gay society of a watering-^ lace* 
. With this advice he reluctantly com* 
plied ; but at length he found the benefit 
of it. In spite of himself he was amused ; 
and at last he was interested in the com- 
pany with whom he associated* Nor was 
it long before he became so captivated 
with the charms of a young lady whom 
he frequently met in public and in private 
companies, that he made her an offer of 
his hand, and was accepted. 

Nor, during the time of his courtship, 
or whil^ he continued absent from his 
own home, did the images of Theodore 
and Allen recur in their usual gloomy 
manner, to oppress and agitate his mind. 
But as soon as he returned to his home. 
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his old associations reassumed their iaflu- 
ence ; and Mrs. Sedley beheld^ with pam« 
fid astonishment, her cheerful> enter* 
taining husband changed into a nervous 
and silent hypochondriac. 

Mrs. Sedley was^Bot a woman to en- 
dure what she did not like^ in dieht ac« 
quiescence. She reproached, she rallied^ 
she exposb dated ; and having a high idea 
of her own eloquence^ Mr. Sedley had to 
listen to a long and daily oration on the 
fisUy of low spirits : tiU at length, being 
aware that tiie cause of bis depression 
was more real than she imagined, and 
piqued at having his lowness attributed 
tt> unfounded folly^ he resolved to un- 
burthen his mmd to hb wife, and lessen 
the weight, which, ibr want of due parti- 
cipation, had long worn down his mind, 
and preyed upon his frame. And in a 
few moments the long-treasured secret 
was a secret no longer ; for Mrs. Sedley 
told it to all her acquaintance; and Mr^ 
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and framed of his own folly in ^mMmg 
to hf r a secret that endwgered the Ijfe of 
g young mm wham be^4 prptaide4 to- 
befriend ^d protect, felt more mi^eritbl^ 
^er he haid unfeurtbened his vmi ihm^ 
he b^d before;. - • 

And his n^lseiy wa§ soon, increased,^ 
by the tprrent qf reprp&ches which; 
overwbelmed bini on all sides^ for ngt 
having given Theodora np to jw^ice 
for hi^ first offaiee. He was , told, th^ff 
h^ had )et loose a mpnster upon speiety^- 
Widthai: be wpirfd be r^onsibje for all- 
the robberieis and niurdei'S whkb Tbep»» 
dore would in fntnre commit.. 

Unfprtnnatdy, Mrs. Sedley'§ brother 
andspme pf b^ cousins were in the law,, 
imd he was tri^ and convicted of folly and 
criminality, by legal, and consequently un* 
answerabie authority.. It is not to be 
wondered at, therefore, that Mjr.. Sedley;, 
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a man whose heart was kinder than his 
understanding was strong, should be told 
that he had acted weakly and wickedly, till 
he thought so himself ; e^ecially when, 
on examining a wdl near his garden in 
order to ascertain the possibility of widen- 
ing it, a body was^iKscovered in it bear- 
ing evident marks of violence. 

But near two years elapsed, and no 
Theodore was again heard of ; and 4nost 
devoutly did the wiie-led Mr. Sedley pray 
that he never might be seen or, heard of 
more ; when a groom, who lived with 
Mr. Sedley after Allen's departure, and 
before Theodore went away, wrote word 
from London, that he had seen Theo- 
dore alight from the Portsmouth coach. 

" I am sorry for it,'* cried Mr. Sedley, 
turning pale as he read the letter. But 
his more manly wife, laughed at his pu- 
sillanimity, and did not leave him till she 
had prevailed on him to go and make his 
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deposition before a magistrate, in order 
for the apprehension of Theodore. 

To be brief — the deposition was made, 
and the warrant granted ; and it wa&served 
on Theodore just as he was coining out 
of a mail-office yard. 

Theodore started, buTSniled indignantly 
when the warrant was served on him, and 
when he found that he was taken up on sus* 
picion of having murdered Allen. But he 
sighed, and aghed deeply, when he saw 
that Mr. Sedley was his accuser, and re* 
fleeted on the nature of the grounds on 
which his suspicions were foimded. He 
assured the officers he had no means of 
escape, nor intention of escaping ; all he 
begged was, to be allowed to write a letter 
to a friend, who would, he expected, 
call for him at the office in an hour or 
two : and they allowed him to write, while 
they stood at the door. Then Theodore 
having asked how long it would be before 
his trial came on, and finding the assizea 
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were approaching, set off with bis jailors 
for the . prison in the county where 
the crime was said to have been com- 
mitted. 

A3 soon as Mr. Sedley heard that Theo- 
dore was actually in prison, his agonies 
of mind were #dl[3^akable, and he be- 
wailed the day when he first cooifided his 
cares to his \n£e ; or, indeed, he regretted 
the moment when he was rash, enough to 
marry ; for ZJr$. Sedley was completely a 
domestic tyrant : she was one of those 
notable, bu^y, dogmatical, and shrewish 
women, (and there are such^) who pique 
themselves on carrying every point that 
they have once declared they wiU carry ; 
one of those sweet-tempered beings, who|% 
9ftertt>ey have been reasoned ^ith for 
hours on the:irnpropriety, or foIly,.of an 
action which they are going to commit, 
coolly answer, *'No matter, Iwill have my 
own way, and there's an end of it.'* 

Andevensuch a womajiwasMrs.Sedley, 
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But Mr. * Sedley, whether out of pique 
to his wife, or from remorse of heart, was 
never so convinced of Theodore's inno- 
cence, as now that he was going to pro- 
secute him for a supposed murder ; nor 
could he be easy • without sending to 
Theodore in prison, t^know if there 
were any conveniencies or indulgencieS 
that money could procure, which he 
wished to have ; because, if there were, 
his purse was at his service: and he 
assured him most earnestly, that he had 
been compelled to take the steps which he 
had taken against him, and that he re- 
pented of what he had done, from the 
very bottom of his sonl. 

Theodore replied, that he wanted 
nothing in prison but what he was rich 
enough to procure ; and that he knew 
very well how reluctant Mr. Sedley had 
been to prosecute him. He added, that 
he should always remember that Mr. 
Sedley's present severity to him was 
o 11 
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agaiQSt his inclinatioa, but that Ms pasr 
kindness 'was the Boforcedofteriag ofhi^ 
own gaierous hearty 

Mr. Sedley read this lettevi wd wa^^^ 
more miserable than be was before : nor 
could he help loudly protesdng th^t th^ 
idea o£ beings fJ^ed to qipear agsun^ 
TheodcMre, occa&bned him insupportable- 
anguish; though he knew that he wa^ 
only going to perforna^ a duty incunibeiu 
on him, as the body found in the w^, 
in size and st^pe exactly reseassbled Air 
«len ; as the dothes on it were such as he 
wor^ whea he disappeared ;. as the lin^i of. 
the murdered maa was markied W. A* y 
and as such parts of the features as w^e 
not disfigured by violence bore a strong 
likeness to the £eatures of Allen. 

Theodore, meanwhile^ on being asked 
when he meant to consult with his counsel, 
declared that he did not mean to en^oy 
any, but should plead his own cause ;: 
and except one friend, who visited him^ 
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m prison, he saw no one, but busied him- 
self in drawing up his defence. 

Indeed Theodore rejoiced in the oppor- 
tunity of defending himself publicly, and 
telling his own story : nor would he, if he 
could, have avoided his trial, because he 
found that his character had been most 
cruelly injured, or rather utterly talked 
away, by Mrs. Sedley, and the real fects 
so distorted by misrepresentation, that ii^ 
a court of justice only could he hope to 
clear himself — ^and to that he confidently 
appealed. 

The day appointed for the trial at 
length arrived, and the court was crowded 
at an early hour. When Theodore ap- 
peared, every eye was turned upon him 
with eager curiosity, and Mr. Sedley 
could with difficulty be kept from faint- 
ing; while even Mrs. Sedley herself felt 
her animosity against her husband 5 for- 
mer j&ro^^g*^ considerably softened, when 
she saw ii^ the imagined culprit, a hand- 
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Bome, tall, graceful youth, whose deport- 
ment was cakttfaited to excke respect, 
whose countenance mvited confidence, 
and whose large daik eyes sparkled with 
intelligence. *^ I hope he will be acquit- 
ted,*^ was the ggi^ whisper throughout 
the court ; and Mr. Sedley, overhearing 
k, devoudy cried ** Amen." 

This was an act of rebellion agmnst his 
commander in fhirf: it consequently 
restored her to all her implacability ; and 
she trembled with impad^ice dll the coun- 
sel for the crown opened the prosecuticuu 
He began by an eulogium on the great 
and well-known humanity of Mr. Sedley, 
said drew from it afn argument to prove 
the very bad opinion Which Mr. Sedley 
must have formed of the prisoner's wick- 
edness, founded on the most irrefragable 
evidence; when he, even Ae, this man 
made up of the milk of human kindness, 
was induced to witfidraw the protection 
which he had formerly shown lum, and 
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lake him up on a charge of tnurdeh 
Having then called witnesses to prove the 
discovery of the body, and to prove also 
that it vi^as the person of a murdered man, 
and the probability of its being the body 
of Allen, he proceeded tb bring evidence 
to prove that Theodore was the person who 
murdered AH^n ; but before he did this, 
he lamented that he was forbidden, by the 
mercy and forbearance of the laws of this 
country, to relate some previous occur- 
rences in the prisoner's life which had a 
strong tendency to establish the likelihood 
of his guilt in the present instance. (During 
this part of his speech, Theodore was 
violently agitated, and so was Mr. Sedley.) 
The principal and strongest evidence 
against the prisoner was, it may be sup- 
posed, Mr. Sedley himself He arose, 
pale, and trembling, almost unable to 
speak, and declared on oath, that Theo- 
dore had in his presence protested that he 
would be revenged on Allen, m coose«> 

VOL. I. p 
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quence of the daily taunts wirtr which 
Allen insulted him. After his exami- 
nation, a long and various one, was 
at an end, Mrs, Morris, Mr. Sedley's 
housekeeper, was tailed to prove the cir- 
cumstance of Tlreodore'shaving insisted on 
accompanying Allen to his room, and of his 
having been the last person who saw him ; 
and she gave her evidence wth so many 
tears,intennixed with such heartfelt praisey 
of the prisoner, and prayei-s for his deliver- 
ance, (while the court vainly tried to stop 
her aflfectionate effu^ons,) that her amotion 
became contagious, and Theodore himself 
was visibly affected. 

Here ended the evidence for the crovm*, 
and the prisoner was told that he would 
now be heard in his defence. Theo- 
tiore then, after a few moments of evident 
emotion and embarrassment, began as 
follows : — 

'' Gentlemen of the jury, 

** You have just heard a veiy animated 
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apeech deiiv^red with every grace of ges- 
ture and manner, and I know that I shall 
appear to every possible disadvantage 
after what has just been heard, especially 
as I rise to disclose to you in all its enor- 
mity, that guilt to which the learned gen^ 
tleman who has just sat down only re- 
motdy alluded, for I am resolved that all 
shall now be known of me that can be 
known ; I am resolved that the only 
crime which I ever committed shall be 
publicly acknowledged by me ; and I 
rejoice that I am thus arraigned at a pub- 
lic tribunal, because it enables me to lay 
aside all concealment, and prevents tan 
from ever trembling again in the presence 
of any one from the fear of detection. 

" Mr. Sedley, Gentlemen of the jury, 
could have informed you, had the law at 
lowed him, that, hurried away by a mad 
and fetal passion for a worthless but fasci- 
nating woman, and agonized by the fear 
p 2 
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of losing her, I consented, m a momei^ 
of desperation, to lie in wait for him on 
the highway, and plunder him of his 
property : — but he -could not have told 
you, nor can I myself give you thefeintest 
idea of the horror and r^norse which 
seized me when I had committed the 
action ; ^hen I saw myself obliged, in 
self-defence, to plunge still deeper in 
crime, and endeavour to take the life of 
Mr. Sedley then, in ordet to prevent him ^ 
from taking mine by means of the livr at 
a future season. Oh ! if I live a century, the 
agony of that moment will never be ^aced 
from my recollection ! But, thank God ! 
my murderous efforts were frustrated ; Mr. 
Sedley was rescued, and I made a prisoner. 
** Oh, hour of wretchedness ! As I 
walked with him to his house I saw no- 
thing but my poor mother's frantic ago- 
nies when she heard of my guilt; I heard 
nothing but her agonizmg shrieks, her 
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dying groans : and methought that with 
her last breath she cursed me, and called 
me parricide I 

" Ye who ' have a&ctionate parents, 
and who feel as children should feel, 
imagine, if you can endure to do it, my 
tortures that moment. Mr. Seciley» (and 
may every blessing here and hereafter 
be hk ! ) Mr, S«dley saw and pitied my 
distress-— he pitied my peof mother — l)t^ 
pitied me ; he tliought that I was a 
true penitent ; and he nobly and piously 
thought that he should do an action moj;e 
acceptabfe. in the eyes: <>£ the Sijtpreoie 
Beings by allowing me to liYe for repent- 
ance and amendment,, than if, by .deliver- 
ing me up to justice, he .cut me off in the 
prime of youth and expectation, and at 
the same time ran the risk of destroying 
my poor mother by sorrow and disgrace* 

" He forgave me : —he did yet ^more—^ 
jie trusted me ; he allowed me to devote 
'my life tahim; and he promised, if-oa^ 
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trial he was contented with me, to bestow 
yet further fiatvours on me, and give me 
the means of being useful to him and to 
my feltow-<:reatures, 

" I fell at bis feet, fainting from excess 
of gratitAide and joy : I recovered ; and 
my heart took a voluntary vow. That 
from that day forward he should never 
have to blush for the being whom he had 
preserved j but, on the contrary, that 
my conduct should be such as to defy 
the Sieverest insjpector to fix on it, with 
justice J the slightest imputation of guilt. J 
vowed J and I have kept my vow : — ^yjes, 
1 have kept it faithfully, although you see 
me here arraigned before you as a re^ 
vengeful, hateful murderer. 

*^ But I bless God that I have been so 
,arraigned ; as I ,know that I can prove 
my innocence of that crime, and of eveiry 
other, except the intended robbery. 

*' Besides, the fiailse and injurious reports 
which have sa industriously been sprea^t 
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against me in this country, I have now 
an opportunity of reducing publicly to a 
mere relation of matters of fact ; and I 
shall have to answer for no crime but 
that which I in reality committed : and 
therefore have I suffered myselftobecon* 
fined in a dismal dungeon — therefore have 
I consented to appear thus as a criminal ^ 
the bzu I 

*^ But I shall obtrude no longer on thf 
patience of the court, than by a few^horf 
observations. I would hold myself up as 
a dread example to the young of the 
danger of illicit connectioiis,' and of the 
fatal influence of a first crime on the 
whole of our future life.^ I know 
by that action, committed at the instiga- 
tion of illicit passion, I have for ever blasted 
my prospects in life, and condemned my- 
self to lead a joyless existence as an insu- 
lated, unattached, and solitary being; — ^for 
never shall a wife of mine be reproached 
with my disgrace ; never shall a child 
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of mine be taught to blush at calling me 
i^her : — ^No— all my future life must be 
ipent in constant endeavours to expiate, 
by a serifes of active duties, the one dis^ 
graceful action i^^hich I committed against 
the interests of society and tnyselfi By 
the death of a distant relation I an\ 
become rich j and I look forward v^ith 
the cheeruig hope, tha( those wha 
this day hiive seen ooe tried as a mur- 
derer, and heard me own myself a rob^ 
ber^ in intention at least, shall one day 
hear of me aa a being who, dead to erery 
personal gratification, en^eayours to find 
happiness in administering to that of 
others; and, above all, who desires to 
make his peace with God apd man, by 
atoning for one deeply repented crime 
by successive acts of utility and virtue, 
Now nothing remains for me to do but to 
ask a few questions of Mr. Sedley, and 
then call one witness.'* 
Here he ceased ;-^^and a3 soon as-tho^ 
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-^rong eflFect and emotion produced by hi* 
speech had subsided, he put the ibllawing 
questions to Mr. Sedley : — 

" It has been industriously propagated^ 
ar, that I purposely set fire to your study, 
and for two reasons: — First, because I 
knew that my life was in your power, and 
consequently wished to lay you under ai> 
obligation to me of a nature so sacred 33 
to make it impossible for you ever to de^ 
lirer me up to justice, 1 therefore set 
fire to your study that l mi^ht rush in 
and save you from the flames at the ap- 
parent risk of my life. 

" Secondly, sir, I set fire to your study; 
it has been said, in order to byrn some 
pages of a journal written by you, in which 
my crime was noted down. I now there- 
fore call on you to declare upon oath, 
how far such reports hav^ been autho- 
rised by you." 

"They have not been authorised by 
.me,"i regUad Mr. Sedjey eagerly. " I 
p 5 
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confess that at first I did suspect that the 
fire was not accidental ; but I sooti learnt 
to blush for my suspicions, especially 
when, on Allen's expressing his wonder 
that you should be so opportunely on the 
spot when the fire broke out, you answer- 
ed, that not being able to sleep much, 
from remorse and uneasiness of mind, you 
were in the constant habit of taking a soli* 
tary and midnight walk, and that you 
commonly walked past my study ; and I 
here publicly and solemnly declare, that 
you, at the risk of your own life, rushed 
through the flames in order to preserve 
mine.** 

*' Now then, sir, to the second report,** 
said Theodore, — " Did you ever find the 
papers which you missed after the night 
of the fire, and which led you, I am told, 
to suspect the fire not to be accidental ?'* 

" I did — I found them locked up in a 
closet in my own lodging-room." 

^^ There is yet another charge against 
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me which has been circulated in eohver« 
sation, namely. That I one evening, as I 
was following you home, gave you, with a 
murderous intent, a blow on the forehead 
which felled you to the ground,'^ 

^^ A most false and calumnious charge 
indeed,'' indignantly exclaimed Mr. Sed« 
ley : " the blow was proved, even to the 
satisfaction of Allen himself, to have beea 
given me by the arm of a tree which 
projected over the path ; for the blow was 
on my forehead, whereas had it beeft 
given me by you it must have been on 
the back of my bead* In short,'* added 
Mr. Sedley, *' I know of no actual guilt 
which can with justice be imputed t£> 
you, except that of the intended robbery i, 
and God grant that you may prove your- 
self as free from t^e guilt of murder as I 
believe you to be of all the charges which 
you have now mentioned !" 

** I thank you from the bottom of 
my soul, sir^ for this open and public 
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jcutificadon,^ cried Theodore :^ ^^nowffie 
es^iectadons which led me to submit to th^ 
disgrace and anxiety of a pubKc trial are 
fully answered) and I have nothing more 
to do but to free myself from the charge 
of mbrder ; to do this I shall only call 
one witness. 

As he said this his voice faltered, and 
the heart of every one throbbed with 
anxious expectation. 

" Call one WilKam Men,'' cried 
Theodore. 

He was called. 

** Here 1" answered the man, bust- 
. ling through the crowd up to the ^tness 
bar, as if eager to show himself^ while 
, Mr. Sedley joyfully exclaimed, ^' Oh ! 
God ! it is he ! it is Allen 1" and Mrs^ 
Morris, in her }oy, threw her arms round 
Allen's neck, and was carried in a violent 
hysteric out of court* 

♦* What is all this ?" cried the judge ; 
♦• Who is this man ?~Whois Alien ?'' 

8 
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•" My lord/' repKeci Theodore, boiai%« 
♦* this is William Allen, the man fojf 
mhose murder I stand arraigned/' 

A shout, an universal shout, was hedxi. 
feW^the judge commanded silence. 

" And why wa!5 not he produced be* 
fore ?• — Why did you not; come forward^ 
sir, before ?" said the judge, addressing 
Allen. 

" Because Mr. Theodore would not let 
me, my lord j and I am bound to oblige 
him, wbatever he asks. But if it be not 
informal, I should wish to be allowed to 
tell my story.*' 

" No — nOy' rq)lied the judge, " this 
is a slrange business, and I have had 
enough, of it. Let the prisoner be dis- 
charged ; and I shall adjourn the court till 
after dinner.'* Theodore was accordirigly 
discharged, and the court adjourned. But 
though dbe judge was unwilling to listen 
to Alkn's reiaiifin, every other person in 
court, was iCQger to hear it ^ and AUes, 
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white standing at the witness bar, with 
great satisfaction told the following story 
to the attentive and crowded audience 
around him : — 

** I must own I behaved very wjrongl]^ 
in taunting Mr. Theodore for the crime 
of the intended robbery to which I was 
privy ; and I took an ungenerous advan- 
tage, as he was in my power, to let him 
know I suspected him of being capable 
of committing other crimes, as he had 
committed one. And one day 1 did pro- 
voke him so much, that, in Mr. Sedley's 
hearing, he vowed he would have his re- 
venge of me : and sure enough he has 
had it ; for I shall never forgive myself, 
though he has forgiven me, for my ill 
conduct to him." 

" Go on,'* cried Theodore p^tly. 

" Well,'* continued Allen, « I r€. 
ceived some news which afticted me 
greatly, and made it necessary for me to 
quit my master, and take French leaipe 
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of every one. But in the intaim I waa 
so wretched, that Mr. Theodore saw my 
uneasiness; and though I had always 
behaved so like a dog to him, he spoke to 
nie in the kindest manner, lamented my 
evident distress, and earnestly begged to 
know whether it Was in his power to allevi- 
ate it. I rudely repulsed him, and refused 
any assistance from him. Indeed, neither 
he nor any one could assist me. However ^ 
on the night of my disappearance, Mr. . 
Theodore insisted on accompanying me to 
nly room, for he thought I was likely to 
make away with myself; till at last, 
though I was too proud to confide the 
cause of my distress to him, I was so over- 
come by his kindness, that I cried like a 
child, and thought how little I had de?- 
served it. He left me at three; and in 
an hour after, I had packed up my things 
and was off." 

Here he paused* 

^* Well, sir j— go on," ciied one cf 
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the counsel who retnaii^ to hear Allen's^ 
story, ^^ and pray tell us whither you 
went. This has a very suspicious appear**^ 
ance, to go off without assigning any 
upason to any one, and suffer yourself to 
be supposed dead !'* 
- ** 1 had my reasons, sir.'* 

" Name them." 
• " The truth was : A dear friendv 
a very dear friend of mine, was 
•to-be transported for a felony ; and 
being afraid he shoulA die on the 
passage, as he was in bad health, 
he wished me to get leave to go with 
hka : indeed it was my duty to go ; 
for^ to speak the truth, this friend of 
mine was my own father. He is dead 
and-gone now, poor soul ! and from the 
bottom of my heart I believe he was. 
entirely innpcent of the charge for which 
he suffered, though the circumstantial evi- 
dence was strong against him. Well, I ob- 
iained Itavc^ aalhe kJA<i4i»rted gentle-* 
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men in office approved my motives for 
asking it. Besides, my father was innocent, 
I am sure he was.*' Here he stopped, and 
wept bitterly, while his audience sympa- 
thized in the feelings of an affectionate 
child. 

Allen soon recovered himself, and went 
on :— 

** While we were ttoppifig to take int 
i^ater on the voyagei a swift-saiiing v0s^ 
from England overtook u», and who 
should I see earning along^e of us ia 
the boat but Mr. Theodore I Oh ! how 
shocked and surprised wa« Ito hear that 
Mn Sedley suspected him of having mur- 
dered me, and that he was isure nothing 
but my actual appearance could clear his 
character ! But that, for the present at least,, 
was impossible. He then proceeded to 
tell me how, by the most indefatigable 
inquiries, he had traced me to Newgate, 
and even to -on board ship, though I had 
changed my name, to that assumed by my 



d by Google 



330 THE ROBBIiRW 

fether on his trial* — ^That finding it im- 
possible for him to carry me back with 
him to Mn Sedlley^s, as I could not and 
ought not to leave my father, he had 
hurried back to London, and requested 
an audience of the great man who had 
been so kind to me ; and having told his 
lordship how necessary to his peace and 
wel&re it was, that he should be on the 
spot, in case of«my father's death, ia 
order ta brii^ me back to England as 
sooa as possible^ he also obtained leave 
to go to Botany-Bay, and he carried with 
him a letter o£ recommendation to the 
governor — so greatly, I fancy, had his 
way of talking, and his appearsmce, pre- 
judiced his lordship in his favour. 

^' When we landed in New Holland^ 
Mr. Theodore was soou usefully em- 
ployed : for my part, I had enough to 
do to attend on my poor sick father, and 
many is the time that Mr. Theodore has 
come to assist me in roy mournful task J* 
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Here his voice faltered again, but he 
went on : — 

^' At length my poor fether died ; and, 
dear ! how kindly did Mr. Theodore try to 
console me ! Indeed he was so kind, that 
I was even more impatient than himself 
to return to England ; and we anxiously 
waited for a vessel to carry us back, and 
enable me to clear up his character to 
Mr. Sedley ; when one day as we were 
ivalking with some of the criminals, who 
were showing the govemor*s secretary 
grounds which they had been clear- 
ing, one of them, who was transport- 
ed for a highway robbery, but who 
-was also a very dexterous pickpocket, 
picked the secretary's pocket of his purse; 
but the gentleman having felt the hand in 
his fob immediately gave the alarm, and 
the skilful villain conveyed the purse 
into my pocket. The secretary, an angry 
man, insisted that we should all be 
searched, and the purse was foimd on me ! 
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On which, while I was nearly dead with 
agony and shame, he ordered me inta 
xustcxiy. But Mr. Theodore interfered ; 
«and assuring him tliat he knew me well, 
and that he was convinced I was inca-^ 
pable of the crime imputed to me> and 
came to Botany Bay in consequence of 
.my virtue, as he was pleaaed to say, 
and not my vices, he more tlran half 
convinced him that the ^k was in reality 
<that of some great proficient in the art of 
pocket^pickifig, who had dexterously 
-transferred the appeaiance of crimioality 
•to me ; andiit his earnest entreaties I waisr 
immediately liberated. 

" But in the mean while. Mr. Theo* 
.dore'iB quick eye discovesed in the real 
culprit great signs of guik ;. and in the 
fellow's hearing he bade the secretary tak^ 
'carc that a strict waytch was kept over 
that man, pointing to him. 

" StiM I was regarded with suspicion 
by the secretayry and otheis, ,and Mr.. 
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Theodore was told he had better not be 
so much with me, as it injured him in the 
•estimation of his employer. But he re- 
plied that he knew I was an injured 
man; and that if no one else counte- 
nanced me he would, whatever might be 
the consequences to himself But the 
real criminal never forgave either him ot 
me from that moment^ and meeting me 
one day alone, the thirst of revenge got 
the better of all other consideradon&— * 
he fell upon me with a design, no doubt^ 
to take my life ; but just as I was quite 
faint with struggling, and gave mysdf 
over for lost, Mr. Theodore came Ai 
sight, and I am proud to say that I owe 
my life to him and his generous exer» 
dons. 

" As I sobbed out my thanlK to him-4 
never, never shall I forget the agony witft 
which* be wrung his hands, aod'said, 
* Yes, Allen — ^I have now saved tvjA 
lives ; but still I feel that the .satisfactsoa 
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which this reflection imparts to me csui- 
not counterbalance the misery of know- 
ing that I once was on the point of taking 
away the life of one fellow-creature. Oh ! 
Allen/ added he, * reflect on my sad fate, 
and think of its retributive justice. Behold 
me self-condemned, with my pro^cts 
blasted hi the prime of youth, only be* 
cause I was guilty of crimes in intention ; 
and I, who was merely temf^ed to endea* 
vour the crime of murder in self-defence^ 
was exposed by that one uncommitted 
jfeoilt to be suspected of the dreadful wick- 
edness of murder in cold-blood, and from 
the suggestions of malice and revenge,* 

** At length, the villain who had in- 
jured my reputation and assailed my life 
was sentenced to die for a felony which 
he had committed ; and at the gallows 
lie completely cleared n^e from the guilt 
which he had caused to be imputed to me. 
The next week a vessel was 'about to 
ttSi for England, and Mr. Theodore ob- 
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tained leave for us to take our passage in 
it. We did so, and were landed safe at 
Portsmouth ; whence we came to London 
by the coach. 

" During the journey, to our great 
surprise and consternation, we heard from 
a native of this town, whom we took up 
v>n the road, the whole story of my dis- 
appearance, and of Mr, Sedley's suspi- 
cions in consequence of it. In short, we 
heard amply detailed every circumstance 
Telative to this unhappy business. I was 
so exasperated that I was about to discover 
myself ; but Mr. Theodore in a whisper 
conjured me to be silent ; and as I said be- 
fore, I could refuse him nothing : then, in 
answer to some inquiries of his, we learnt 
that Mr. Sedley, a good-natured, kind- 
hearted man, as they called him, but not 
over wise, had been made a fool and dupe 
of by Mr. Theodore j but that, on his 
marriage with Mrs. Sedley, a sharp, 
clever, managing woman, with all her wits 
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ubout her, and one who would have her own 
way, she had got from him the whole se- 
cret concerning Mr. Theodore and me, 
which weighed on his mind and ruined his 
health ; and on the discovery of the body 
of a murdered pei-son in the well, she had 
insisted that he should cause Mr. Theo<» 
dare to be taken up, if ever he was seen in 
England again. 

** And sure enough he was known^ 
and taken up soon after in London, while 
expecting me at an inn in Hoiborn. In^ 
€tead of him, I found a letter from him 
informing me of what had passed ; and 
ihe misery and indignadqn I felt were so 
^reat, tiiat they ccMnpletely made me in^ 
sensible of the pleasure I should otherwise 
have experienced, at finding by the same 
letter, that he was, by the death of a rela- 
tion, become possessed of a considerable 
.fortune. But I should have set off direct- 
Jy for Mr. Sedley's hpuse, had not Mr* 
Theodore positively forbidden my visits 
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to him in .prison, unless I would come so 
disguised that no one could know me.*' 

"But suppose, sir,'* said the same 
gentleman who had spoken before, " you 
liad died before Mr. Theodore's trial i:ame 
on ! I think your friend incurred a very 
foolish risk by his fine scheme of standing 
a trial to clear his reputation publicly, 
for he might have been hanged notwith- 
standing his innocence/* 

*^ No, sir,'* replied Allen, *' not so-r- 
real gratitude does not do its work by 
'halves; I took the precaution, knowing a 
little of the law, to go and discover myself ' 
to my sister and hei" son ; and I put it in 
their poyer to prove beyond the possibi- 
lity of doubt, on the day of trial, should 
4my accident happen to me, that I was 
-alive and well after Mr. Theodore was 
taken up for having murdered me. 

" To conclude : I concealed myself, 
as Mr. Theodore desired, till to-day j 
and here I am, to prove Mr. Theodore's 

VOL. I. fi 
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innocence of the crime of murder, and do 
justice to his many virtues." 

This story impressed eVery auditor with 
the strongest feelings of pity and admira- 
tion for Theodore, while it also raised the 
relater in every one's esteem, and the late 
criminal at the bar was congratulated and 
complimented by someof the first charac- 
ters in the county. Mrs. Sedley, mean- 
while, had stolen unobserved out of court. 
She had prided herself on making her 
husband accuse Theodore, in order that 
she might prove her power over him ; 
and believing implicitly in her own sa- 
gacity, she had persuaded herseliF that he 
was guilty, and that his conviction would 
tend to cqnfirm more than ever the ge- 
neral opinion of her superior intelligence. 
Nor, to do her justice, was it possible for 
any one not to own, that after the disco- 
very of the body, which so many circum- 
stances seemed to prove to be the body 
of Allen, though it afterwards turned out 
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to be that of one William Althorpe, it was 
an act of necessary justice in Mr. Sed- 
ley to take up Theodore on suspicion 
of having murdered him, and so far- 
she was perfectly right in instigating her 
husband to take the steps which he did. 
But she was not right in detailing every 
where, with eager and indefatigable mi- 
nuteness, all the circumstances which had 
attended Mr. Sedley's acquaintance with 
Theodore. She w^as not right in en- 
deavouring to prejudice the minds even 
of his jurymen against the unhappy youth, " 
and in causing paragraphs relating to the 
whole business to appear in the provincial 
and other papers ; and her conscience now 
whispered her that she had done this, and 
in so doing had acted the part of a malig* 
nant persecutor. And wherefore had she 
done it ? Merely out of oppoeation to her 
husband, and because he persisted ifi be- 
lieving that -he had acted right in not. 
giving up the voi^hful criminal to* justice. 



d by Google 



540 THE IROBBEH. 

Therefore, whenever she told the ^ory, k 
had been interlarded with ** but had Mr. 
Sedley been so fortunate as to kttow me 
then, had be consulted me, and tstken my 
advice, thi^chiidi^ wicked action of his, 
ivhich he calk genercms, would not have 
been performed, and then the poor trnfortu* 
Hate, good, honest creature Allen would 
have been alive to this titne ! for this 
wretch Theodore would /have paid the 
forfeit of his crime on the gallows/' It is 
to be supposed that Mrs. Sedley's auditors 
agreed with her implicitly in opinion, and 
complimented her on her sagacity : con* 
iequently Mrs. Sedley looked forward to 
tile hour of Theodore^s condemnation as 
a season of triumph for her. But Theo- 
dore was acquitted, and what she had ex- 
pected ^ould be his disgrace turned out 
bis glory ; and Mrs. Sedley's shame and 
confusion were in proportion to what her 
hopes of exultation had been. Besides, 
what a triumph it was for Mr. SedJey ! 
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and how should she ever be able to rule 
him again ! 

These thoughts, and the violence of a 
temper unused to contradictioa, operated 
so forcibly on a* very delicate and con- 
sumptive frame, that when sire got home 
she found herself seriously ill j and though 
Theodore had certainly not taken the life 
of Allen, it was by no means so certaia 
that he had not contributed to endanger 
the life of Mrs, Sedley. 

But while Mrs. Sedley hastened out of 
<ourt to hide Ker feelings from every one, 
Mr. Sedley could not bear to go without 
having some conversation with Theodore- 
Yet, how could he venture to approach, 
him ? 

But Theodore spared him the eflPort y 
he accosted him, he seized his hand, he 
thanked him again and agJiin for his 
past kindness, and that mercy which had 
saved him for atonement and amendment j. 
and declared to him, that he could easily 
€xcme and pardon his enforced act q^ 
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hostility against him ; nay more, that he 
applauded it as an act of rigid duty. 

" Oh, Theodore ! I \^ould, but dare 
not ask you home with me,** cried. Mr. 
Sedley : — and Theodore understood him. 

But many gentlemen, and ladies too, 
in court, had been so prejudiced in his 
favour by what had passed, that invita- 
tions flowed in on him on all sides ; and the 
self-condemned, the contrite Theodore 
saw himself the object of interest and 
respect. 

To conclude my story : — Mrs. Sedley, 
the victim of her own bad temper, did not 
Icng survive Theodore's acquittal, and her 
husband felt relieved by her death. True, 
she had beauty ; true, she had talents ; 
but her temper enveloped them in a baleful 
mist, and made their attractions ineffectual, 
as a rose growing by chance in the midst 
of the holly bush, and its formidable thorns 
would vainly tempt the hand of the pas- 
senger to cull its fragrant beauties. 
' On her death, Mr. Sedley invited 
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Tbeodore to live with him as his friend 
and companion, and to assist him (which 
he was very capable of doing) in the 
education of his only daughter, who was 
at school when Theodore first entered his 
family ; while Allen, who had resolved 
never to leave Theodore, was made prin- 
cipal clerk to Mr. Sedley. 
. But Theodore, faithful to his resolution, 
was not contented with saving Mr. Sed- 
ley the fadgue of attending to business, 
sulld assisting him to form the mind of his 
child ; he devoted his fortune entirely to 
the purposes of charity, and his leisure 
hours to endeavour to comfort those who 
mourned from misfortune, or from the 
conscionsncss of guilt. But his most 
favourite mode of relieving distress was 
that of lending sums opportunely to trades- 
men on the brink of bankruptcy, . and' by 
that means preserving Jthem often from 
j-uin ; for he knew that, had his father 
been so assisted, he and his mother shoulcf 
not have been reduced to absolute beggary. 
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nor* he have been obliged to leave col- 
lege when about to distinguish himself 
there. 

In the mean while, Mary Anne Sedley 
grew in beauty and in virtue y and Theo- 
dore was as fond of her as even her father 
vas : — butj alas 1 he found at length, that 
though their affection was the same in 
degree, it was not the same in nature; 
and Theodore looking upon himself as 
incapacitated, by the crime of his early 
youth, to become the hud:)aiid of xmss 
Sedley, or of any woman, resolved to un^ 
dertake a looig journey^ and opt retora 
till Mary Axme was married. 

He at length summoned up resoiutioa 
to communicate his intentions to Mr. 
Sedley, ai^d he did so in the t>i'^ence c^ 
his daughter ; who started, and immedi- 
ately left the room in tears. 

•* You see, Theodore, how the idea of 
losing you hurta that poor girl,'* cried Mr. 
Sedley ; ^ have pity on her, if you have 
none oa xm^'* 
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" Oh, sir,"/ replied Theodore, *' allow 
me to have pity on myself.'* 

He then laid open to Mr. Sedley the 
state of his heart, knd had the satisfactioa 
of finding that Mr. Sedley, despising the 
objections which might be urged by the 
world against his giving his daughter to a 
man disgraced as Theodore had beeen,^ 
would rejoice to bestow her on this well* 
tried pupil of sorrow, this repentant child 
of error. Besides, he was TOnvinced that 
his daughter loved bim ; and in answer to 
Theodore's reasons for not marrying, which 
were such as he bad urged on his trial,. 
Mr. Sedley answered, ** Well, I shall say 
no more ; btt Mary Anne shall decide.** 

He then went in pursuit of her j 
and having made known to her Theo- 
dore's love, he led the blushing but 
happy girl back into the roc«n where 
he had left him, and Mary Anne heard 
from himself a disclosure of his passion, 
and the reasc^ why he could not think of 
endeavouring to gain her affections. 
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" You need not take that trouble," re- 
plied Mary Anne ; *' for my father em- 
boldens me to tell you, that my affections 
are yours already." 

Away, for the moment at least, fled 
Theodore's disinterested resolutions and 
sage principles of action. He was beloved, 
and he was happy ! — But his fears re- 
turned ; and relinquishing again the hand 
which he had so fondly held, he ex- 
claimed, " No : — it cannot, must not 
be — ^and I am doomed to be miserable." 

^* Mr. Mortimer,'' cried miss Sedley,(for 
Theodore had re-assumed his own name,) 
** you certainly have a right to be as mi- 
serable as you please, but not to make me 
miserable also, and I own that my happi- 
ness depends on you. And how weak 
are your arguments against becoming a 
husband ! Is it not said, that there is more 
joy in heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth, than over ninety and nine just 
persons that need no repentance ? And 
why should we suppose that mortals 
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should dare to treat with contumely those 
whom the Deity regards with looks of com- 
placency ? Besides, suppose that any one 
were to reproach me, as you choose to 
imagme such a thing possible, with your 
juvenile error, should I not feel myself 
and you above the reach of the petty 
malice ? while I answered, ' He makes me 
the happiest of women.' ** 

^^ But could you be happy, while con- 
scious that I was to some people an object 
of scorn and aversion ?'* 

"Why not ? Those people ought to 
be, arid must be, objects of scorn and 
aversion to me ) and could my happiness 
be influenced by the opinion of the weak 
and the narrow-minded ? Your crime was 
real and great, but so have been your 
virtues ; and why should one crime be 
deemed heavy enough to outweigh many 
good actions r" 

' *' But to have my children reproached 
with their father's crime !'' 
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** Let them hear of it first from yoit — 
let them see how one fault can embitter 
a man's whole life, and they will tremble 
how they err themselves* Nor is it po$. 
sible for children to be taught by any 
one to regard that parent with contempt, 
whose active virtues they are iu the daily 
habit of witnessing. Once for all, re- 
member that these fears are anlyi fears^ 
and may never be realised 'y whereas our 
mutual love i$ reality : and if fear is to 
be conqueror in thi$ bvisiness, 1 9hall b^ 
the sacrifice to what yoy imagine is virtue, 
but what I ccmsider as weakness. Yet on^ 
thing more, remen^ber I myself am ^ 
natural child^ andl to some might be an 
object of scorn/* 

Theodore was in love — ^Mr. Sedlejf 
was earnest in his solicitations, and Mary 
Anne-^oh, how eloquent Mary Anne, 
was ! Theodore at length accepted the 
hand she ofiered — ^0 married, and was. 
bappy. Nor had. his >wfe ajftd childi:eik 
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wer reason to lament or rectollect tiie 
repented crime of his youth, except when 
the remembrance of it oast a cloud over 
his brow, and forced hita from their dear 
^ocietyj to indulge the salutary sorrow in 
temporary solitude. Meaiiwhile Mr.Sedtey, 
contemplating witli pride the active virtues 
-of Theodore, used to say to liimself with 
a tear of honest self-approbation : 

*' Society owes me a great deal. Had 
I given Theodore up to the laws of hfe 
-country, he would not have lived to 
•betiefit and ornament it. Aye, well does 
the French proverb say, * Qui n'est qtie 
juste est dur ;' ^and I bless the day when 
I ventured to forget the magistrate in the 
man.'* 

"But was it right to forgive hini? and 
would not persons act very unwisely and 
wickedly, who should pardon great cri- 
minals in general, and let them loose on 
society, in hdpes that they might one day 
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or 'ah.r irrti our. sages, Howards, and 
lawgivi )> :" 

Alas! Ue.e are few Theodores. Still, 
though for blood I would have blood, 
except in very few cases indeed, I ven- 
ture to express my wishes that the punish- 
ment of death was not so dreadfully 
frequent as it is. I wish that our legis- 
lators would not be so lavish of Ufe, 
that important gift, which no one can 
restore ; but would, contenting themselves 
with inflicting such punishment on of- 
fenders as does not preclude hope, put 
it in their power, by a revision of their 
criminal laws, to bid the trembling wretch 
repent, and live.'* 

I beg leave to give the following extract 
from the entertaining Memoirs of Mr. Cum- 
berland, that veteran in the field of literature, 
whose mhid^ as rich and. inexhaustible as the 
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purse of Fortunatus, is always able to answer 
to his various demands on it^ and has 'or years 
suppiied an admiring world with the choicest 
stores of amustunent and instruction. 

'^ How liable he (Dr. Bentley) was to de- 
viate from the strict line of justice by his par- 
tiality t6 the side of mercy ^.appears from the 
anecdote of the thief, who robbed him of his 
plate, and- was seized and brought before him 
with the very articles upon him. The natural 
process in this man's case pointed out the 
road to prison. My grandfather's process 
was more summary, but not quite so legal. 

'^ While commissary Greaves, who was 
then present, and of counsel for the college 
ex officio, was expatiating on the crime, and 
prescribing the measures obviously to be taken 
with the offender, doctor Bentley interposed, 
saying, * Why tell the man he is a thief ? 
He knows I.KI+. well enough without thy infor- 
m at i g xfjiC^fff/SS^g /^^ ^^mS^' ^^ ^^l^ v'^ -; t 
the trade whiclf^Uh»u hast fakea up is an 
unprofitable trade : therefore get thee gone ; 
lay aside an occupation by which thou canst 
get nothing but a halter, and follow that by 
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'which thou mayst gain an honest liveli* 
hood.* 

'' Having said this, he ordered him to be 
set at liberty, against the remonstrances of the 
bystanders, and, insisting upcm it that the 
fellow was duly penitent for his offence, badt 
fahn go his way and never steal again. 

*^ I leave it to those (says Mr. Camfber- 
land) who consider mercy as one of man's 
best attributes, to suggest a plea for the infor- 
mality of this proceeding." 

And I request such cf my readers as may 
be inclined to censure with bitterness the le^ 
nity of Mr. Sedley, to recollect, that if he 
erred, he had. the honour of*erripg in tSe 
same mnnner fts did the ^eat and exeelfcn* 
Dr. Beutley, 




H, Tayhr (^ Co S8, Sh^ Lam. 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



